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The Simple Testimony of a Fighting Man 
An Introduction to /chi-F 


What happened in the days following March Il, 2011 at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 
Plant, 200 kilometers northeast of Tokyo? While thousands of reports exist, there will 
probably never be a single, fully comprehensive account of the enormous, 9.0-magnitude 
earthquake, or the catastrophic tsunami it caused. At Fukushima, the towering wave 
destroyed the reactor's backup cooling systems, which caused the reactor’s fuel rods 

to heat up and eventually melt down. Hydrogen that then built up inside some of the 
reactor buildings led to a dramatic explosion, and radioactive substances were released 
in massive amounts. Tens of thousands of residents evacuated, and the whole world 
looked on with deep concern. It took six months to regain control over the power plant, 
and its dismantling and renaturation will take 40 years. 


Today, thousands of workers have struggled with the innards of the nuclear cadaver. 
They battle scorching heat and freezing cold in their work to clean up the site. Some 
have no background at all in nuclear power, but all are determined to find a way to cope 
with this, the world's worst nuclear accident since the Chernobyl incident in Ukraine in 
1986. 


One of these men is manga artist Kazuto Tatsuta, whose talent has given us a rare and 
unusual look behind the scenes of Fukushima Daiichi, or “Ichi-F" (which means “I-F" 

in Japanese). Do not expect titillating details about how many will contract radiation 
sickness, the ecological or agricultural impact, or the astronomical sums and cutting- 
edge technology it would take to salvage the melted fuel rods.' Tatsuta, like many others, 
has no definitive answers to these questions, but in this book he does share something 
that no journalist, doctor, radiation expert, politician, anti-nuclear activist, or anyone 
else could. He shows us how the workers of Fukushima live every day and night, the 
condition of their work, what they think, what they see, and what they talk about. 
Because he is one of them. 


Luckily, this unique testimony also comes to us from a new manga artist. Tatsuta is 
gifted with an extraordinary talent, one that has already won him many accolades. Of 


| According to the latest information on Ichi-F, there have been no deaths or recorded instances of radiation 
sickness or major ecological or agricultural impacts. 


course, because it is necessarily subjective, his testimony is incomplete and sometimes 
controversial, but it is an essential contribution to the literature. Tatsuta is one of the 
few who can furnish us with a realistic impression of what it's like to live at Fukushima 
— a name that will be forever entwined with the tragedy that happened there after 
March Il, 2011. It should also be noted that, while this is perhaps the most unique, 
dozens of manga about the catastrophe have been published in Japan in the years 
since, because, for Japanese people, manga is a shared way of seeing that goes beyond 
entertainment. 


Few of the workers at Fukushima have the ability, the will, the right, or the courage 
to share their knowledge. They are possibly not aware of the significance of their 
experiences to the public. But Tatsuta’s brave work creating this book shows us a 

new side of the work at Fukushima. However onerous it may be, it's not all bleak pain 
and fear. For these men, part of the story is also friendship, laughter, and a shared 
purpose. In other words, this is a human story, one that will deeply move its readers. 
One comes to imagine the workers of Fukushima as a team of Sisyphuses, working at 
an absurd task, one that involves neither creating anything nor enriching anyone, 
and one that they will not see the end of, because their time on the crew is limited by 
their total radiation exposure. 


One could read /chi-Fand object: The protagonist is a little too compliant, a little 

too naive, a little too unaware of the extent of the danger. Some have even accused 
him of taking the "side" of TEPCO, the power company. Some of that may be true, but 
Tatsuta is a man who has made a choice to offer his insight. He never claims to be 
delivering the one and only truth; he merely drew what he lived through, like a soldier 
who comes home from war and puts his small part of the sweeping battle down on 
paper. He may not grasp the whole picture, but that does not lessen the value of his 
experience. 


Karyn Nishimura Poupée 


A journalist and Japan correspondent for Agence France-Presse (AFP), Poupée was in Tokyo on March Il, 2011, 
experiencing the catastrophe and its impact firsthand. Since then, she has covered the disaster extensively. She is 
also the author of several books on Asia, Japan, and manga. 


This introduction was arranged by Dargaud-Lombard s.a. (Kana), the publisher of French edition of Au coeur 
de Fukushima published in March 2016. It was also published in German edition of Reaktor IF - Ein Bericht aus 
Fukushima by Carlsen Verlag in March 2016. 


CHAPTER 0 


Sign: Fureai Intersection 


NAS 


ae 


a 


a ————— 


amis a ae - ~ 
— ee 
eS ee Z 


CHAPTER 0 


FO 


4 1S KAZUTO 


PLEASE. 
RGIVE THE 


W PSEUDONYM. 


Sign: Local Radiation level - 0.8 msv/h/ WBGI level 30°C 
Sign (right). Road Blocked 
7 a 7 


ik 
HERE 
GOING TO | WE SAY 


GIVE YOU WE SAY 
A GUIDED aoe 

TOUR OF OUR 

WORKPLACE, 


Y agout tHe & 
TIME THAT 


W THE WORKERS 
\j) AND LOCALS ALL 


APPARENTLY 
SOME PEOPLE 
SAY “FUKU- 
ICHI,” BUT NOT 


THE 

WORKERS’ 
CARS 

CONVERGE 

| ON NEARBY 

y J-VILLAGE. 


PCE y 
fen TEL Wclfe 
Boe. LY ee 2 


WHEN THE 


PLANT WAS fie. 


EXPANDED, 
TEPCO 
ADDED A 
SOCCER 
FACILITY 
FOR THE 
LOCAL 
CITIZENS. 


MORNING, 
MR. ONO. 


Door Sign: JV Store 
8AM—5PM 


TATSUTA. 


(“| RESTRICTED |if7/ 


a ea SS nD Ps oa eT 
00 000 | SAFO OE | WP ER | vera MO | Sa 


Basra A ah 


NEARLY ALL 


} OF THE ICHI-F 


WORKERS 
ARE LOCALS. 
MANY WERE ; 
EVACUATED | efx 
OUTSIDE lt x 
OF THE AN ex 


we 
‘S, 


Ta (== 
eal 


CAME TO 


ZONE AND Nf 
WORK HERE. yi 


FIRST, WE 
GO TO THE 
TENT IN THE 


TO GEAR UP 
FOR THE TRIP 
TO ICHI-F. 


Sign: Do not take excess 
protective clothing 


NOW THE 
FORMERLY 
GREEN 
PITCH IS A 
TRAMPLED, 
TORN-UP 
LOT FOR 
THE 1-F 
CLEANUP 
WORKERS. 


= 
A 
o 
2 
— 
5 
o 
=< 
a 
= 
o 
so 
a 
a 
wy 
= 
= 
S 
> 
a 
= 
3 
a= 
~~ 
iS 
4 
oj 
a 
. 
£ 
< 
uw 
S 
= 
> 
Li 
~~ 
o 
“ 
_ 
og 
a 
hk 
S 
= 
& 
we 
= 
= 
= 
— 
fad 
= 
WV 


a & 
§-§- ay 
fe nN 

J - * 

a _ 


: att TEI | 
SAGER) ee sewer 


camicl 


23 ae eae = : Monitor your. valuables 
THE Sign (top): Masks : . 
EQUIPMENT IS y ol] 
LAID OUT ON 
THE RIGHT AS 
YOU ENTER. 


GROCERY BAGS 


COTTON CAPS 
(BLUE OR 
WHITE) 


ij 
oO 
a 
2 
oO 
wo 
~ 
= 
fo] 
al 
pas 
wa 
a 
a 
Q 
Py 
wv 
[vay 
wv 
= 
oS 
~~ 
pa 
wv 
> 
oO 
o 
fa 
[= 
= 
a 
w 
= 
i=) 
[way 


SHOES 
covers 


COMPANY MUST S COMPANIES 
BE WRITTEN - = INVOLVED HAVE 

ON THE CHEST B stuck in the e 4 THEIR OWN 
AND BACK OF | desksothe }s, INITIALS. T’LL 
THE SUIT. markers USE MADE-LIP 
stand on \y NAMES AGAIN 

their own ‘ FOR THE 
{ PURPOSE OF 
ANONYMITY. 


We call this a 


NEXT 


“blue Tyvek” i 
COME THE (makes you aer our 
Pay FULL-FACE 
, MASKS AT 
CAP, AND A THE NEXT 
SURGICAL |X BUILDING. 


Grocery 
bag with 
full-face 

mask (only 
holding rub- - 


Don’t forget 
sc the shoe covers 


THERE ARE 
THREE MASK 
MANUFAC- 

] TURERS, AND § 
THEY COME 


DUST OR 
CHARCOAL 
FILTERS. 


Signs (L-R): Dust Koken Unisize/Dust 3M M size/Dust Shigematsu L size 


MY FAVORITE IS THE 
SHIGEMATSU. YOU USE 


A CHARCOAL FILTER THEY STERILIZE 
THE MASKS TO 
FOR INDOOR WORK, Pe aoe 
WHERE RADIATION soecwevit {PE 
AND CONTAMINATION iB 


16 HIGHER. SMELL AWFUL. noo 


AT THE 


EXIT, SOME THE RULES 
PEOPLE FOR USING AND 
BORROW TRANSPORTING 
ALARM THIS SORT OF 
POCKET EQUIPMENT 
DOSIMETERS CHANGE ALL 
CAPD) FOR THE TIME, AND 
MEASURING WE DON'T WANT 
RADIATION, THEM BEING 
BUT WE CAN MISUSED, SO 
DO THAT KEEP IN MIND 
LATER. THAT THIS 1S 
ALL SPECIFIC 


TO 2012. 


THIS IS 
THE ROTARY 
WHERE WE 
LEAVE FOR 


ANYONE 
CAN TAKE 
THE TEPCO 
BUS, BUT 
YOU MUST 
HAVE A 
PROTECTIVE 
SUIT AND 
FULL-FACE 
MASK ON. 


4 PINK SHEETS 


ie 
: 


SPECIFIC 


COMPANY 
VEHICLES yy 
TO THE SITE, 
OA OR ATEPCO . 
AFFILIATE’S 
Buc. pg te te 


THE WHOLE 
INTERIOR IS 
COVERED IN 


TO PROTECT F 
‘ 


¥ 


WE'RE 
TAKING THE OIE ce 


COMPANY AND TURN 


VAN. IT'S RIGHT ONTO 
GOT PLASTIC ROUTE 6. 
LINING FOR 


PROTECTION, 


FIRST 
WE PASS 
THROUGH 
THE TOWN 
OF NARAHA, 
WHICH WAS 
PART OF THE 
RESTRICTED 
ZONE UNTIL 
AUGUST 


FUKUSHIMA 
L_ DAINI NPP YOU CAN'T SEE THEM 
af FROM THE HIGHWAY, 
BUT ALONG THE 
COAST, THE RAVAGES 
OF THE TSUNAMI ARE 
STILL EVIDENT. 
IT'S A 
STRAIGHT 
SHOT TO 
ICHI-F, AND 


HIRONO POWER 
STATION © 


oN 
Sh 
A 


AT THE 
BORDER OF 
TOMIOKA 


By eS a — iM LIGHTS 
INTO THE 1 sei AN FLASH 
RESTRICTED b. ‘ NaS Sie \ : YELLOW. 


Sign: (Fukushima) Daini Nuclear Power Plant 43 


Su 1 AW (ANY \ ie iis 


ALONG THE 
HIGHWAY, 
THE EMPTY 
BUILDINGS 

OF TOMIOKA 
| SPEAK TO THE 
DESTRUCTIVE 
MIGHT OF THE 
EARTHQUAKE. 


Asst, 


Mt Aa 


nen 


3 vant 
Nano a a Wik Mi i a iN lives vette 


FALL, THE 
Date genset] ABANDONED 
oy Pe RR SRR WA oe) FIELDS BLAZE 
by ee AN a a : What 

Sky ee a if 8, \ : Wake va . THE FLOWERS 

a BN Ae a et oye mien re OF THE 

x yates A Rg SN y's BENG Nan VRE ovis INVASIVE 
Stes RISC ARRAN ORY Ae ah ae a GOLDENROD 

PWM rus Shy x SF ay Sa S 
Seay Aaa As ee ge WEED BLOOM. 
ek Brow wh vas 


IT'S 
| PRETTY, BUT 
THESE ARE 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE RICE 
PADDIES. 


4 


A 


\ 


\ 


it "tsa 


pis 


14 Stacks. Rice of Fukushima Side 0 f building Okuma 


AT THIS POINT, 
THE LIGHTS 
AREN'T EVEN ON. 
AFTER A RIGHT 
TURN AT THIS 
INTERSECTION, 
ICHI-F IS JUST 

HEAD. 


fi Ne sos 
t | } i WL, W) My 
AM Ld Wy 
j Gj 


uy 
4 


WF 
yf if; Hy) 


Ui Mf 


Sign: Welcome to Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, continue straight, 15 km ahead. Inset- Tokyo Electric Power (TEPC) 
Re x Ped 3 


HERE 
COMES 


ENTRANCE 
TO ICHI-F f 


THEY ALLOW 


. US ACCESS 

K ONCE THEY'VE 
ey CHECKED OUR 
Fd) VEHICLE PASS 


AND ID CARDS. 


INSIDE ICHI-F 
THE FIRST THING f° 
YOU NOTICE IS 
THE STUNNING 
NUMBER OF 
ENORMOUS 
TANKS ON THE 
RIGHT-HAND 


DESTINA- 
TION IS 
THE ANTI- 
QUAKE 
BUILDING. 


IT USED TO 
BE YACHO-NO- 
MORI CWILD 
BIRD FOREST), 
BUT NOW IT’S 
A CLEARING 
SPACE FOR 
TANKS OF 
CONTAMINATED 
WATER. MANY 
STILL CALL IT 
YACHO-NO- 
MORI. 


UNITS ANTI | {UNITY UNIT 3} } UNIT 4 
5&6 EARTHQUAKE 
Y BUILDING 


C CONTAMINATED” ) 
WATER TANKS 


MT t xe re) 


SCn0GtOCCO IL. 
CHUO (CENTRAL) RD. (—) WE ARE HERE a | 
COMPANY VEHICLE SURVEY = FRONT 


RECREATION BLDG 


> * GATE 


OOo 


ICHI-F IS 
PACKED WITH 
SERVICE 
VEHICLES, 
AND FINDING 
PARKING IS 14h 
A CONSTANT Ap 
STRUGGLE. fy 


‘| THE OUTSIDE fF 
AIR FROM § 
GETTING IN. [ 


AL 
ak 


WE'RE 
4 INSIDE THE 
BUILDING 


Bd Eee 
Sign: Rubber (gloves) Floor and walls are 
fireproof plastic 


NOW WE 


NEED OUR THE NAME 
EQUIPMENT Tee A 
FOR TERED 
WORKING TRADE- 
ON-SITE. MARK OF | 
DUPONT. 


DON’T 
FORGET, 
TWO 
PAIRS OF 
GLOVES. 


CALL ALL 
OF THEM 
“TYVEKS.” 


AY SLIT CNAVY, 
GRAY, OR |fF 7 
WHITE). 


NOW 


WE‘RE 
FINALLY SECOND 
READY FLOOR IS 
TO ENTER THE FAMOLIS 
THE MAIN EMERGENCY 
PART OF F PLANNING 
THE ANTI- ROOM, AS 
QUAKE SEEN IN THE 
BUILDING. PRESS CON- 
FERENCES 
| bse) ON TV, BUT 
ce. t= 7 by Seas — THAT’S NOT 
es = ——— SNS eel FOR US. 


You 
LET THEM 
SCAN YOUR 
COMPANY 
ID AND 
ASSIGNMENT 
BARCODE. 


YOu 
ATTACH THE 
APD TO THE 


DOSIMETER. 
DON’T LOSE 


eee WY 


..AND YOU 
ARRIVE AT 
THE ANTI- 
QUAKE 
BUILDING'S 
BREAK | 
ROOM. ; : 


ir 


a Ca 


vat 
Fagen 
4 IT'S SPLIT 

I) up FOR THE 
DIFFERENT 

q COMPANIES, 
1 WITH SILVER 


STERILIZED 
PLASTIC 
SHEETS. 


THIS IS WHERE 
WE CHANGE . 
INTO OUR ON- YELLOWED 
SITE GEAR, BUT | . 
FIRST LET'S HIT LZ se’ TOBACCO. 
THE JOHN. i 


WE'LL HAVE é ay 
TWO SHIFTS : e FIRST COMES 


DUE TO HIGH ASSIGNMENT ~My] ] UNDERWEAR. 
DOSAGE... AT ICHI-F 1S poo ai STASH YOUR 
DANGEROUS. APD AND ID IN 
GOTTA LISTEN i ue YOUR SHIRT 
CLOSE TO Ke - POCKET. 
THE BRIEFING 
AND SUIT UP 
CAREFULLY. 


NEXT, THE 
FIRST PAIR 
OF GLOVES. 
SEAL THE 
WRISTS 
WITH TAPE. 


If the mask 


CAREFUL NOT ye ‘ 
a ; seals to your 


TO FASTEN Z 
THE STRAPS Cover the AN Vii face when you 
TOO TIGHT, filters | WR fi breathe in, | ING FOR 
OR YOUR 4 roa. | LEAKE 16 
HEAD WILL f= RT RK Youre fine ceuciat! 
HURT AFTER A 


SEALING 
I$ EASIER 


ELSE DOES 
IT FOR YOU. 


WHOOPS! 


HANG ON, 


EXPOSURE 
SITE, YOU 
PLACE THIS 
STICKER 
ON YOUR 
BACK. 


As 


A 


\ 


ANY WWantnee a 
A 


\ 
‘ 


' \ \ 


\ 
Ny 


THERE'S 
ALSO MORE 
ADVANCED 
STUFF LIKE 
ANORAKS AND 
FIREPROOF 
SUITS, BUT 
THIS 1S THE 
BASIC OUTFIT. 


i) 


il 


ro 
Pr 


THEY 

4 || _ CRACKED 
De 3!) DOWN ONTHE| {¢ 
APD CHECKS 


WHEN aa AFTER 
LEAVING FOR =| INCIDENTS OF fy 
THE SHIFT, LEAD COVERS 


WE EXIT 


THROUGH A y PREVENTING 
DIFFERENT / PROPER 
Ayaiare (Ta ! READINGS. 


STRUCTURE. 


Sign: One last check. Have APD equipped! 


IF YOU'VE 
SEALED 
YOUR SUIT 
WITH TAPE, 
THEY NEED 
TO FEEL IT 
UNDER THE 
TYVEK TO 
MAKE SURE [ 
YOU HAVE IT. 


LASTLY, 
BORROW 
A HELMET 
AND HEAD 
OUT THE 


WHEN 
BOARDING 
ACAR 


WITH CON- 
TAMINATED 


22 


LENGTH, BLUE 


ANKLE- 


OF 
COURSE, 
WE ALL WEAR 
MULTIPLE 
PAIRS OF 
DISPOSABLE 


= HALE-BOOTS, 
y Yalow 


THIS PHRASE 
MIGHT SOUND 
OMINOUS TO 
PEOPLE WHO 
DON'T HEAR IT 
THIS OFTEN, 
BUT T FIND IT 
REASSURING. 


TO GET TO UNITS 1 
TO 4, WE RETURN 
TO CHUO ROAD, THE 
WAY WE CAME, THEN 
GO DOWN THIS HILL 
STRAIGHT TOWARD 
THE WATER. 


ES CHUO RD. a 


CHUO (CENTER) FUREAI 
INTERSECTION INTERSECTION 


WE 
TURN RIGHT 
BEFORE THE 


en 
Trailer: Never Give Up! Fukushima Hitachi 


18 THE ADMIN 
OFFICE ANNEX. 
ITS WINDOWS 
AND WALLS 
WERE BLOWN 
2 OFF IN THE 
en HYDROGEN 
jy EXPLOSION. 
AND... 


VISIBLE 
BEHIND Hit 
us... 


UALS 
= ey" 
ot. 


THE SIGHT 
OF THE 
UNIT 3 

BUILDING 
IS SIMPLY 


ITALWAYS tg 
HAS ON THE fF 
OUTSIDE 


UNIT 2 STILL 
LOOKS LIKE 


\ ‘ 1 ‘ “a : 4 
Ase " LY, ie ‘ \) 
: VN sagt, 


; ok, 
: \ ( , sy | ‘aif s)) 
* ' fh ! na ae Y | 


AN ‘ Wey? Nd ! 
»| re | 


WHEN THE 
EXPLOSION 
HAPPENED, 
I WAS 
LIVING IN 
THE TOKYO 
AREA AND 
LOOKING 
FOR WORK. 


I WAS 
SWAYED BY 
HIGH PAY, 
CURIOSITY, 
AND JUST 


A BIT OF 
ALTRUISM 


Ps FOR THOSE 
4 ae 
vas i 


Window. Hello Work ; 


Top Cutoff Signs: Alliance, Fight, Union 
Small Mid Sign: Shut them down! 
Big Sig 


I'D BE LYING IF 
I SAID I WASN'T 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE, 
BUT MY OWN 
RESEARCH 
ON THIS CASE 
SHOWED ME 
THAT IT WASN'T 
AS BAD AS 
THE MEDIA 

AND CERTAIN — f 
CITIZEN GROUPS 
CLAIMED. } 


HOWEVER, THE 
PROCESS FORA 
NON-LOCAL CITIZEN 
TO WORK THERE WAS 
RATHER BYZANTINE, 
AND AFTER MANY 
DETOURS, I FINALLY 
GOT CLEARANCE TO 
WORK AT ICHI-F IN 
EARLY SUMMER 2012, 

MORE THAN A YEAR 
LATER. 


THE FIRST COMPANY T 
WORKED WITH WAS A 
SENARY (SIXTH-HAND) 


LAYERS AND LAYERS OF 
LARGER COMPANIES. 


MANAGEMENT WORK. 


AND 
THERE'S 


SUBCONTRACTOR LINDER 


TECHNICALLY, IT WASN'T A 
CONSTRUCTION JOB, BUT 


Sign. Protect the children of Fukushimal 


n- No 
a ctf 


IN FACT, I TOLD 
MYSELF, IF THERE 
REALLY WAS A “HIDDEN 
TRUTH OF FUKUSHIMA’ 
LIKE THEY SAID, T’'D GO 
THERE AND SEE WHAT 
IT WAS FOR MYSELF. 


Bor hive, we 


RADIATION SAFETY TRAINING IF I GET 

4 ire -_. i om i ‘- rst ged 'D ET 
FH aes AES See TELL YOU ALL 
| eng = 8) eek ES ABOUT THAT 

a SOMEDAY. 


<a 


THE OTHERS 
HIRED AT THE 
SAME TIME 
AS ME CAME 


THEIR OWN 
PROBLEMS 
TO MANAGE. 


*| USD = approximately 100 yen. 


BYTHE > 
END OFTHE [LY 


SUMMER, 
EVERYONE 
EITHER QUIT a ran 
OR MOVED UP BE AR- 
TO ONE OF THE RANGED 
HIGHER-LEVEL BUT... 


SUBCONTRAC- | 


AT LAST, I 
MADE MY 
WAY TOA 
COMPANY 
THAT COULD 
PAY WORK- 
ERS SPECIAL 
HAZARD PAY 
FOR AS- 
SIGNMENTS 
WITHIN THE 
PROTECTION 
ZONE. 


THAT 
NATU- 
RALLY 

INVOLVES 


LEVELS. 
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NY) 
‘ 


APD EMITS 
A WARNING 
EVERY TIME 
IT REACHES 
A FIFTH OF 
ITS ALLOTTED 
AMOUNT. 
FOR 1.3 
MILLISIEVERTS, 
THAT AMOUNTS 
TO 0.36 MSV. 


eS 


A RADIATION 
MONITORING 
OFFICER 
CMONITOR) IS 
CONSTANTLY 
CHECKING ON 


EXPOSURE 


N THE WORKERS’ 
N 


LEVELS. 


WE'VE HIT 
OUR LIMIT, 


Ki} AND WE'RE 


COMING — 
BACK OUT. 
GET READY 


| Times, You 


HAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 


WE REMOVE OUR 
OUTER TYVEK 
AND RUBBER 


M | GLOVES, AND PUT 


ON FRESH BOOT 
| COVERS TO GET 
IN THE CAR. 


FORTUNATELY, 
THERE ARE 
DEVICES THAT 
CAN READ AN 
APD’S LEVELS 
THROUGH THE 


FIFTH 
G1 WARNING, 
THE ALARM 


FOR GOING 
OVER 
YOUR SET 
AMOUNT. 


PASS UNIT 1 
GOING BACK 
TO OKUMA 
AVE. AND TURN 


AFTER THE 


, ages THE OCEAN 
I$ STRAIGHT 
~ AS WELL OIL TANK AHEAD. 
By LOOK AT WASHED (es 
rie, THE REAR UP RIGHT eal & 
vee DOWN THIS _° 


H 


ot 


4 SEASIDE 
BUILDINGS ARE 
IN TATTERS— 
THE BASES 
FROM THE 
TSUNAMI, AND 
THE UPPER 
LEVELS 
FROM THE 
EXPLOSIONS. 


TURBINE 
BUILD- 
INGS, 


q 


1b WEP aNY aim NI \ <— OCEAN IS ON THIS SIDE 
VOM, N A a7 IY, 
WaaN aN ( 


L ; mas Y’KNOW, THE 
ALONG THE |, Se ; > GRAVEL AND YEAH, I'M 
: oe 4 ml tt STEEL PLATES IMPRESSED 
TURBINE ; ; Tp do \ THEY PLIT DOWN WITH HOW 
BUILDINGS LOWERED THE MUCH EASIER 
ARE CARS : 4 RADIATION IT 1S TO GET 
AROUND. 


WE'LL MAKE A 
TURN AROUND 
THE WASTE 
DISPOSAL 
BLILDINGS, NOW 
SURROUNDED 
BY TEMPORARY ee S 
BREAKWATERS ae? 4 

- Kee , 


N 
SM | 


rz rahi E fai i 
> LESS ES" : 


i aS 
ro 


es 


RIPPED 
OFF ALL 
‘ a | > THE STUFF 
BEEN HARD KE We a ON TOP 
AT WORK ae SS ~~ ALREADY. 
HERE. Apc 


S 


ee = ‘ a <a 
K 
be 


JEN 
CN 


Sz 


VAs 
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ALL THOSE FOLKS 
SAYIN’ THAT JAPAN 
1S DOOMED IF THIS 
THING COLLAPSES 
REALLY OUGHTA 
SEE THIS FOR 
THEMSELVES. 


UNIT 4 IS VISIBLY 


SMALLER NOW THAT 


THEY'VE REMOVED 
THE UPPER LEVEL 
OF THE BUILDING 
EXTERIOR. 


WHEN WE GET 
BACK TO THE 
ANTI-EARTHQUAKE 
BUILDING, THE 
REPLACEMENT 
SHIFT IS JUST 
ABOUT GEARED 
UP TO LEAVE. 


TOOLS IN THE 
BACK WHERE 


SCHEDULED 
WORK. THE 
REST IS UP £& 


«| GET IN THERE 


4 THE ENTRANC! 


SEEMS TO 
HAVE A HIGH 
ATMOSPHERE 
(AIRBORNE 
RADIATION 
LEVEL), SO 


I WON'T LIE, 
IT’S ALWAYS A 
RELIEF TO GET 
BACK TO THE BP 
ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING 
SAFELY... 


ys A SPECIAL 
BUTTHE | . Van RETURN-TRIP 
tine DOOR, WHICH 
1S DIFFERENT 

FROM OUR 

MORNING 

ENTRANCE 

AND OUR 

ORIGINAL 


om || 
“aN 


LAST COMES 
THE PERSONAL 
SURVEY, 
WHERE THEY 
MEASURE YOU 
TO MAKE SURE 
YOU'RE NOT 
STILL WEARING 
ANYTHING 
WITH HIGH 
RADIATION. 


Mask in the grocery bag 


Las!) 


Cotton gloves 
discarded here 


WE RETURN 
OUR HELMETS | 
AND UNDO THE 
TAPE ON THE 
MASKS AND 
WRISTS. 


THERE ARE 
ABOUT TEN 
LANES FOR 
SURVEYS, 
BUT IT CAN 
GET REALLY 
BACKED 
UP WHEN 
A BUNCH 
OF TEAMS 
RETURN 
FROM THEIR 
SHIFTS AT 
ONCE. 


WE GET 
SCANNED 
THOROUGHLY 
FROM THE 
TOPS OF OUR 
HEADS TO THE 
BOTTOMS OF 
OUR FEET. 


FEET, 


ae 


MOST LIKELY 
SOURCE OF 
CONTAMINA- 
TION IS THE 
FILTERS ON 
THE FULL 


a 


PICKED UP 
MY STUFF 
COMING IN, 
I SWITCH 
OUT MY 
UNDERWEAR 
AND CAP. 


THEN YOU 
RETURN YOUR 
APD TO THE 
SAME DESK. 


THEY'LL 
PRINT OUT 
A SHEET 
OF THE 
DAY'S 
RADIATION 
EXPO: 


FORE, MOST 
COMPANIES 
LIMIT THEIR 


ISSUE HAS AN 
EFFECT ON 
THE NUMBER 
OF WORKERS 
TEPCO AND 
THE SUBCON- 
TRACTORS 
CAN HIRE. 


RECREATION 

BOTTLES OF FACILITY AND 

WATER, AND SOME OF THE 
THERE ARE REST AREAS OF 

THE VARIOUS 
ener eae? 
HAVE REFRIGER- 

COOLers! ATORS WITH 
SPORTS DRINKS. 
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THERE ARE 
LIMITS ON 
HOW MUCH 
RADIATION 
~ EXPOSURE YOU 
CAN SUFFER IN 
A YEAR BY LAW. 
IT'S SO MSV 
FOR A SINGLE 


S:] YEAR, AND 100 


MSV OVER FIVE 


EACH COMPANY 
BRINGS ITS OWN 
HOT WATER POTS 
INTO THE BREAK 
ROOM, SO YOU 
CAN AT LEAST 
HAVE INSTANT 
NOODLES, BUT 
THERE’S NO 
PLACE TO DUMP 
OUT THE REST 
OF THE LIQUID. 
GOTTA DRINK 
THAT BROTH! 


IN THE 
SUMMER OF 
2012, ONE 
WEEKLY 
TABLOID 
SAID, “ONLY 
TEPCO 
EMPLOYEES 
GET COLD 
WATER TO 
DRINK,” BUT 
THIS WAS A 
MALICIOUS 
FABRICATION. 


ACCORD- 


ING TO 


SOMEONE F 
WHO WAS 
ACTUALLY 


PRESENT 


HEY! 


WHAT'S 
WRONG?! 


HE NEVER 
CAME BACK. 
ALL THAT 
NONSENSE 
WAS A TOTAL 


AGAIN, IN 
SUMMER 
2012, 
THERE WAS 
A WORKER 
WHO WENT 


INTO CARDIAC 


ARREST IN 
THE REC 
CENTER. 


| ACCORDING 
j TO THE 
“UNDER- 


4% =6COVER 
j JOURNALIST” 


HOWEVER, IN 
TEPCO’S INCIDENT 
REPORT, HE WAS 
ONLY PRONOUNCED 
DEAD ONCE TAKEN 
TO A HOSPITAL IN 
IWAKI. PERHAPS 
THEY DID NOT WANT 
THE DEATH TO BE 
OFFICIALLY LISTED AS 
OCCURRING AT ICHI-F. 


THEY TRIED 
LIFESAVING 
MEASURES 
LIKE HEART 
7 MASSAGE 
AND AN AED, 
TO NO AVAIL. 


... THE AED 
SUCCEEDED IN 
REVIVING HIM 
BRIEFLY. THE 
REPORT CLAIMED 
THAT HE DIED 
DUE TO “LACK OF 
PROPER MEDICAL 
FACILITIES.” 


EITHER WAY, 
THE CAUSE WAS 
A HEART ATTACK 
WITH NO RELATION 
TO RADIATION 
EXPOSURE. IF THEY 
WERE RELATED, 
WE'D ALL BE DEAD 
BY NOW. HE WAS 
THE FIFTH VICTIM IN 
THE DECOMMISSION 
EFFORT. MAY HE 
REGT IN PEACE. 


4 K 
se SR 


THE MEDIA’S 
SHADY EXPOSES 
ON “THE TRUTH 


OF FUKUSHIMA’ |} 


ARE FULL OF 


NONSENSE LIKE | 


THAT, AND WE 
GET SICK OF IT 
HERE. 
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THEY SAY THAT 
ICHI-F 1S LIKE 
HELL ON EARTH, 
AND HERE WE 
AFTER ARE EATING 
EATING. LUNCH AND 
£4} TAKING NAPS 


THIS IS “THE 
REALITY OF 
FUKUSHIMA’ 
THAT THE 
MEDIA 
RARELY EVER 
BOTHERS TO 


THROUGH 


| MADE IT 
| ANOTHER 


DAY. 


WE LEAVE 
THE ANTI- 
QUAKE 
BUILDING 


MORNING. 


You can wear just cotton gloves on the way back 


OH 
NO, IT’S 
PACKED! 


VEHICLE § 
SURVEY. 


4. As jj 


ig 


THIS INCLUDES BUSES AND DUMP 
TRUCKS. DURING THE EVENING RUSH, 


VEHICLE 


} 
Sees TO YOU GAN WAIT UPWARDS OFAN 
AIG HOUR. WHEN YOU'RE TIRED AFTER J 
CONTAMINA- BBP WORK, THIS IS REALLY DRAINING. |¥ 


TION SCAN. f- LSE 


TIARAS 


fens 


IT'S TOUGH FOR aX </AATYV 
THE VEHICLE '< AL Es TAMINATED 
SURVEYERS, VEHICLES . 
TOO. WHEN ARE TAKEN IF IT’S 
IT'S PACKED, TO THE CLEAN, 
THEY HAVE STERILIZA- YOU'RE 
TO MEASURE pan aid FREE TO 
QUICKLY, BUT IF PRESSURE GO, BUT 
IT’S TOO QUICK, THERE'S 
THEY GET IN ONE LAST 
TROUBLE FOR BOTTLE- 
NOT TAKING NECK. 
ACCURATE 


READINGS. 


THERE'S ONLY ONE EXIT 
LANE AT THE FRONT GATE, 
WHERE YOU RECEIVE A 
STUB THAT CERTIFIES 
YOUR VEHICLE PASSED THE 
DECONTAMINATION SURVEY, 
AND THE PROCESS TAKES 
WAY TOO LONG. 


Press 


Be ies BIE, TBE 


T WONDER IF & 
THE REST OF ; 
THE WORLD IT’S JUST 


IMAGINES THAT 2 = REGULAR OLD 

THE CLEANUP COPIER PAPER, 
EFFORT AT \ TOO. NOT 
FUKUSHIMA a PERFORATED 


DANGHI HAS =a 
PEOPLE TEARING z een ING: 


OFF PAPER 
STUBS WITHA 


WE'RE FREE FROM 
ICHI-F AT LAST. NOW WE 
JUST PASS THROUGH 
THE CHECKPOINT AT 
TOMIOKA, GET OUR 
STUFF AND PASS A BODY 
SURVEY AT J-VILLAGE, 
THEN GO HOME... 


: SS 
Sy = ~ } y SS 
WX QQ 


Sign: Thank you very much! We are grateful for your visit. 
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Sign: Fir Tree Par 
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THISISA — | 
RESTRICTED 
ZONE 
SPECIALTY— 
THE WILD 


Sign: Nuclear power is gentle on the earth 
Okuma Town is gentle to people 
wa \ BUT THE 
AFTER THE : ‘ ie ee P 
DISASTER, iS Re & oe ONES LIVING 
THERE — R 
WERE 
GRISLY 
PHOTOS OF 
COWS THAT 
DIED OF 
STARVATION 


SAME GOES 

FOR THE 

OTHER 

FLORA AND 
FAUNA. LIFE 

IS HARDY 

‘Al AND FREE, 
BN) EVEN IN THIS 
f/ \\\ RESTRICTED 
\ 


BUT DESPITE 
OUR MANY 
COMPLAINTS, 
EVEN WE ARE 
ae y, Lge : PROUD OF 
Eg at Gee ee wee “= | OUR WORLD, 
THERESTOF [120k oa \ gl = AND OUR 
THE WORLD [ezziee ae See N U/L = PLACE IN IT. 
THINKS OF OUR pee eee S=— 
WORKPLACE AS OP-ARAEAE ESE e 
A GHASTLY HELL 
ON EARTH. 


Sign: Tomioka will never give up! Sign: Don't use normal tires during icy or snowy conditions! 
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UP TO ICHI-F =i) hi Iewemsia oF VE? LZ 
TOMORROW, [o#== 5 fa <— ~ a 
AND HOWEVER | preston. fe WA : 


our hearts be one! Fukushima 


MAYBE WE 
WON'T STILL 
BE ALIVE TO 

SEE IT FOR 

OURSELVES... 


BUT OUR 
MISSION WILL 
CONTINUE 
UNTIL THE 
DAY WE'VE 
ERASED THIS 
WORKPLACE 
FROM 
FUKUSHIMA. 


ey 


CHABTERYORTEND 


Chapter 0: “Stay Safe!” was originally the winner of 
the 34th Manga Open Grand Prize, and ran in Morning 
issue 44, 2013, under the title, “Ichi-F: An Interior Guide 
to the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant.” 


THE 
GOVERNMENT 


MAY HAVE 
wwevenut,  H atnbinseo 
PHRASE THAT THEY 
SO OFTEN, |] [| WOULD GET 

IT HARDLY 
MEANS 
ANYTHING 
ANYMORE. 


COURSE IT’S 
NOT UNDER 
CONTROL. 


WHICH IS 
WHY ICHI- 
F’S SITE IS 

STILL BEING 

WORKED ON 


2 a : 


OH, THIS IS 
THE NEW 
RESTRICTED- 
ZONE ACCESS 
FACILITY. 
THEYRE 
GOING TO 
TRANSFER ALL 
THE J-VILLAGE 
FUNCTIONS 
HERE WHEN IT'S 
DONE. 
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THESE ARE 


mis 
THE WATER oo 


TANKS, WHICH a= 
LATER ENDED 

UP HAVING s-_ 
ISSUES WITH 


THAT 
MEANS 
THAT WE'LL 
BE ABLE TO 


AND STUFF 
THERE 
INSTEAD. & 


URING THE PERIOD.I’M 


UNDER CONSTRUCTION. AS OF JULY 
2013, IT’S NOW FULLY FUNCTIONAL. 
PEOPLE SAY THAT ICHI-F’S SITUATION 
IS GOING NOWHERE, BUT THINGS ARE 
CHANGING BIT BY BIT. 


EAs oe hats 


ALL THESE 
TANKS ARE 
HOLDING 
CONTAMINATED 
WATER. 


YEP. AND 
MORE AND 
MORE BY THE 
WEEK. 


DEPICTING 


Sa 


THEY'RE if : “ AT THE TIME, 
TRYING i A 
—S—* THEY WERE 
EVERYTHING, aN WORKING 
AREN'T y ee 
ON THE : 
UNDERGROUND § 
STORAGE 
RESERVOIR, 


a LATER RESULTS PF 
==) _WOULD BE 
N DISASTROUS. 


i \ : baoee SANS, | 
Vo —, we i 2 /f 
PITTS 


WELL, I DON'T 
BLAME YA FOR 
NOT KNOWING 


— > h7\ RULES YET, IZUMI. 
YOU'RE STILL 
NEW TO ICHI-F 


=] _ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING ISIN & 
FRONT OF THAT. 
WE GOTTA GET 
OURAPDs, 


(SUIT Cid cecal very 


WELL, SINCE HE’S 
NEW, LET'S GIVE HIM 
A SOLID RUNDOWN 
OF WHERE ALL THE 
ICHI-F BUILDINGS ARE 
IN RELATION TO EACH 
OTHER. 
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JUNKED VEHICLE STORAGE | 
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Depending on the time and company, our break areas switch between the anti-quake building and the rec center. Plant construction 
companies like Hitachi and Toshiba have their own break areas. 


POINT IN TIME, 
WE WERE 
USING THE 

RECREATION 
CENTER AS 
OUR BREAK 

AREA, SO WE 

CHANGE INTO 


NOW TO OUR 
ASSIGNMENT. 
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HEY, LET'S 
GO DOWN 


THE RIGHT 
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8 SHOULD HAVE A 
CONTAINMENT 
COVER SO THEY 
CAN START 
EXTRACTING 
THE FUEL. 
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Sign: Chuo Intersection 


IT’S...IT'S 
STILL SO 
BAD... 


ONLY 
CLEANED UP 
THE BARE 
MINIMUM 


Sign. Okuma Avenue, Okuma Town Flower: The Pear Blossom 


ALL 
RIGHT, 
TOUR'S 
OVER. 
LET'S 
HEAD 
TO OUR 
STATION. 


EXPLOSION 
AT UNIT 1 
DID THIS 

ONE IN. 


RESPECT THE FP 
POWER OF A 
HYDROGEN 
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UNIT 3 RADIOACTIVE WASTE BUILDING 


SERVICE BUILDING (S/B) => : THE REACTOR 


BUILDING HAS 
WHILE WE levels coe 
REACTORS (1/8) WORK IN THERE. 
AS “UNIT INSTEAD, 
SO-AND-SO," i ' 
WE'RE MAKING 
THERE ARE INCREMENTAL 
ACTUALLY PROGRESS ON 
MULTIPLE THE ADJACENT 
BUILDINGS BUILDINGS— 
FOR EACH. | . REACTOR STERILIZING 
WE'RE BUILDING (R/B) THEM, REMOVING 
WORKING RUBBLE, 
AT THE REPAIRING PIPES 
RADIOAC- AND ELECTRICAL 
TIVE WASTE LINES. 
BUILDING. ; 


(8/9) DNIGTING 10HLNO) => 


RAD WASTE 
BUILDING (RW/B) 
TODAY WE'RE 
PERFORMING 
MAINTENANCE 
ON THE PIPING 
IN HERE. 
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WE'VE GOT _ 8 = 
A ae = mL 
THIS LINE = 
OFF. 
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TSK! WE 
DIDN'T 
FINISH, BUT 


BUT EVEN 
DOING THIS 


MIGHT HIT 
YOUR DAILY 
EXPOSURE 


Fourth alarm of the day 


uy 


YOU DON'T EVEN HAVE 
TO BE IN ONE OF THE 
HIGH-EXPOSURE AREAS. 
EVEN THE LOWER ONES 
REQUIRE ALL THIS 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR 
JUST A SHORT AMOUNT 
OF WORK TIME... 


er Tyvek 


AND YET 
ALL THOSE } 

PEOPLE OUT 

THERE KEEP 


AIN'T YOUR 
ORDINARY JOB. 
| YOU DON'T JUST 


| SNAP YOUR 
| COMPLAINING FINGERS AND 
THAT IT’S MAKE IT GO 
“NOT UINDER 


CONTROL!” 


JUST GOT TO 
KEEP GOING 
WITH WHAT 

WE'RE DOIN’ 


SOME OF 
THEM MIGHT 
BE HAPPIER IF 
IT’S NOT UNDER 
CONTROL, 
BECALISE 
THAT WAY IT 
SUITS THEIR 
ARGUMENT 
BETTER. 


JUST RELAX 
AND STEP 
AWAY FROM 


WELL, 
FOLKS GET 


LET'S EAT 
LUNCH AND 


SORRY FOR 
GETTING ALL 


on 


wave 


yen 


THEY'RE NOT 
REALLY FULL 
“LUNCHES” 
MOST OF THE 
TIME, JUST 
PASTRIES OR 
RICE BALLS 
FROM THE 
CONVENIENCE 
STORE. 


‘| MADE HIMA 
LUNCH? 


que WHAT YOU MEAN. 
ESPECIALLY FOR 
REALLY FS HOW LITTLE TIME eee ~~“ DIGASTER IS 
ee ie ~\ WE ACTUALLY , =» STILL NOT UNDER 
‘ee CONTROL!" THAT'S - 
* RIGHT ITSNOT = 


HORMESIS* 
EFFECT? 


yo A\ al 


*Radiation hormesis: the hypothesis that low doses of rauietivn induce healthy body processes. CHAPTER 1 = END 


THIS STATION WENT OUT OF SERVICE DUE TO THE GREAT EAST JAPAN 
EARTHQUAKE. AS OF MARCH 2014, IT IS STILL OFFLINE, BUT JR EAST 1S 
WORKING HARD TO RESUME SERVICE FROM HIRONO TO TATSUTA THIS YEAR. | | 
THIS STATION IS THE SOURCE OF THE PEN NAME, “KAZUTO TATSUTA.” BY THE 
WAY, THE STATIONS STILL CLOSED IN THE FORMER RESTRICTED ZONE ARE, | &= 
FROM THE SOUTH GOING UPWARD, KIDO STATION, TATSUTA STATION, TOMIOKA 
STATION, YONOMORI STATION, ONO STATION, FUTABA STATION, NAMIE STATION, | | 
MOMOUCHI STATION, ODAKA STATION, AND IWAKI-OTA STATION. OUT OF THOSE, | 
THE RECONFIGURING OF THE RESTRICTED ZONE MEANS THAT SEVEN OF THOSE 
(ASIDE FROM YONOMORI, ONO, AND FUTABA) ARE NOW ACCESSIBLE AGAIN. 


AFTER THE ZONE RECONFIGURATION, 
WHEN KAZUTO TATSUTA FIRST 
VISITED THE STATION, THERE WERE 
STILL WANTED POSTERS UP FOR AUM 
SHINRIKYO'S MAKOTO HIRATA. THIS 
WAS MANY MONTHS AFTER HE HAD 
ALREADY BEEN APPREHENDED, SO 
IT FELT LIKE TIME HAD STOPPED AT 
THE STATION. 
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| BREATHING 
LW DIFFICULT. 
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4 AS YOURE |, 
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H IMAGINING. 


“ISN'T IT 
HARD TO 
BREATHE 
IN THOSE 
MASKS?" 


TO DRIVE 
YOU CRAZY. 
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mee SCRATCH AN 


AFTER 
ALL, THIS IS 
THE UNIT 3 
REACTOR OF 
FUKUSHIMA 

DAIICHI, 
SYMBOL OF 

TERROR 
TO ALL THE 
WORLD! 
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BUT THE 
WORST 
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You can't help but wipe, even though it 
t actually removing s 
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This Cool 
THERE rectangled SUMITOMO 3M 
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CRUCIAL 
LIFE-SAVING } 

ITEM. 
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LET'S CALL 
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FOR NOW, 

THEN. 


IZUMI's 
HEAD IS 
HURTING, 


MR. ONO IS A 
LOCAL VETERAN 
WHO'S BEEN 
WORKING AT 
ICHI-F SINCE 
BEFORE THE 

DISASTER. 


WE DON’T ALL 


HAVE TO LEAVE. 


TLL TAKE HIM 

BACK TO THE 

REST AREA IN 
THE CAR. 
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DON’T WORRY. 


ONO JUST WANTS 
TO GET BACK SO 


HE CAN SMOKE. 
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BETTER THAN 
THOSE FOLKS 
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AND FAMILIES GOT 
WASHED AWAY IN 
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RAGING ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
THAT'S ALREADY |: 
HAPPENED WON'T 
SET THINGS 
RIGHT AGAIN. 
JUST GOTTA GET 
ON WITH THE 


PROBABLY 
FEELIN’ 
BETTER BY 


IT'S WHY I 
FELT LIKE I 
NEEDED TO DO 
SOMETHING 
TO HELP THIS 


Carton: Rakuou Cafe Au Lait 


HAT 
I GUESS 
IT WASN'T HAPPENED TO 


HEATSTROKE //] ,ME THEN? AS 
AFTER ALL. AS TLEFT 
THE SITE, I FELT 


YOU FREAK 
OUT ABOUT 
IRRADIATED 
MATTER 
WORKING 
ITS WAY 
UNDERNEATH 
YOUR 
MASK AND 
IRRADIATING 
YOUR 


FIRST TIME 
WORKING ON- 
~\ SITE WITH THE 
S\. FULL MASK, 


WASN'T IT? 


.-AND YOU 
END UP 
FASTENING 
YOUR MASK 
TOO TIGHT. 


BE HONEST: 
WERE YOU 

SCARED TO 

GO INTO THE 
BUILDING? 


IT HAPPENS A 
LOT AT FIRST, THAT 
WHEN YOu a IT WAS 


DON'T KNOW : Nyy; t RADIATION 
HOW TIGHT WA shee? \ | SICKNESS? 


VX To DOT. 


THEN WHY WOULD 
THE REST OF US 
BE FINE? 


ING IF 
tm) WE WERE 
DON’T BEA 
FOOL! YOU 
CAN'T JUST 
GET "USED" TO 


Hl 
RADIATION!! PHYSICAL 


7 AILMENTS 
EVERY DAY, 
4 WE'D ALL 


4, 
“i 
La 


| ani 


LISTEN 

TO ME: 
DON’T MESS 
‘| AROUND WITH 
RADIATION. 


IF YOU'RE 
SERIOUSLY 
SCARED OF IT, 
THEN SHOW 
THAT YOLW’RE 
SERIOUS— 
STUDY IT! 


i 
| 
: 


STILL, THIS IS 
JUST A VETERAN 


oe WORKER'S KINDNESS 
SCARED B-BLIT DON’T TOWARD THE NEW 


WORRY, I’M =. _ KID. FEAR OF THE 
i al MEASURING = SS UNKNOWN BECOMES 
THE RADIATION =SSNMANAGEABLE WHEN 
WHILE WE WYO LEARN ITS TRUE 
NATURE AND HOW TO 
_\COUNTERACT IT. 
™ 


ALL RIGHT, 
LET'S GIVE 
IT ANOTHER 


ARE THE ONES | 
WHO WILL N 
PASS ON THE _ py 


KNOWLEDGE TO f= \ 
OVERCOMEIT. |. 


WE BATTLE 
AGAINST AN 
INVISIBLE 
FEAR. 


\ : 
NUP 
foal | 
i 3 me 
Loe . + 
Wau 2 4), " 

ZZ yy ft 


a < x 
fe Wess -~ Sk 


CHAPTER 


Aad 


- EN 


—————— 
——————} 
S=== 
———————— 


———_—_—} 


ae. 
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IN CHAPTER 2, MR. ONO SAYS “THERE'S 
NOTHING [HE] CAN DO ABOUT" HIS HOME 
IN OKUMA. HE REFERS T0 THE RADIATION, 
OF COURSE, BUT NOT JUST THAT. MANY 
WORKERS WHO WERE ALLOWED 10 
TEMPORARILY VISIT THEIR HOMES IN THE 
RESTRICTED ZONES FOUND THEY HAD BEEN 
SOILED BY WILD ANIMALS. 


AND NOT JUST 
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I MET MY 
FLATMATES 
WHEN T FIRST 
CAME TO 
FUKUSHIMA. 


OCTOBER 

2012: I'M 

LIVING IN 

A CHEAP 
APARTMENT 

WITH TWO 
OTHER MEN 
IN THE CITY 
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AROUND LIKE 
THIS! 


SO WE WOUND 
UP ON A NORMAL 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE (7,000 YEN/ 
DAY) WITH NO 
RELATION TO THE 
DISASTER AREA 
OR NUCLEAR 


I CAME TO 
{ KOMATSLI* j THIS PART 
LEVERS! YT OF THE 
A COUNTRY 
TO HELP 
THE 
DISASTER 
AREA. WHAT 
AMT DOING 


5 A 
CSA — 


heelbarrows are 
aut Si aS 


S unstable if you're = 
not used to them 


WE WERE 
LURED HERE 
ON THE 
PROMISE OF 
20,000 YEN 
A DAY, SO 
SOME PEOPLE 
WEREN'T 
INCLINED 
TO STICK 
AROUND. 

| 


AFTERALL [oT f 
THE TIME WE {f 
WASTED, NOW i . 


S| A LITERAL 


r) B 


} 
WE DON'T HAVE [3 yy 
ENOUGH. / yj 


WE'VE GOTTA 
MEET THE 
CONTRACTING 
COMPANY 
TOMORROW! 
MOVE, MOVE, 
MOVE! 


THE NEXT 
DAY, WE 
WENT UP 
THE CHAIN 
OF CON- 
TRACTING 
COMPANIES 
IN ORDER. 


PTE ahaa eer eres NR OUT hae 
a 
Lee ib PRRORG, { 


§ NOTHING WILL * 


SURPRISE ME 
ANYMORE. 


Ea 55% came ars 


WE WENT 
THROUGH 
THE EM- 
PLOYMENT 
CONTRACTS. 


THESE ARE ~~") 
. ae YOUR RADIATION ~~ 
|) BOLIGHT IN| | HANDBOOKS. — 
“| KORIVYAMA WE'LL SEND ‘EM E — 
7 TO THE MASTER SS 
“ CONTRACTOR. ee 
€ 
nat 
SS 
Naw 
ee 


A ONE- 

STORY 
PLACE WITH 

THREE 
ROOMS AND § 
A KITCHEN. § 


GO AHEAD 
AND PUT 
YOUR STAMP 


THIS WAS THE 
FIRST TIME I 
SAW MY OWN 

HANDBOOK. 
(THEY DON'T 
COME BACK 

TO YOU UNTIL 
YOU QUIT). 


rns; 
Ab: 


Handbook: Tatsuta, Kazuto Radiation Control Handbook 


PEOPLE 
OFTEN ASK, 
“DO YOU HAVE 
TO SIGN NON- 
DISCLOSURE 
FORMS?” BUT 
I CAN SAY FOR 
SURE THAT I 
WAS NEVER 
GIVEN ONE TO 
SIGN. 


HOWEVER, T 
ALSO DON'T 
KNOW HOW 

MY STAMP 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN USED 

WHILE 
IT WAS 

CIRCULAT- 
ING AMONG [= 
THE HIGHER | 
| COMPANIES. 


HOW MANY 
COMPANIES 
ARE ABOVE 
US IN THE 
CHAIN? 


CONTRACTOR 
F 1S... 


slanat Ottozawa Electric 


CanW 


ah 


iF] — 


ABOUT THREE 


DIFFERENT 
COMPANIES 
; AND SIGNED OR 


STAMPED A BUNCH 
OF FORMS, BUT 
NONE OF THEM 

GAVE US ANYTHING 
LIKE A FINISHED 

CONTRACT. 


Ms 


Le 


THEN THERE'S 
THE PRIMARY 
AND SECONDARY 
SUBCONTRACTORS 
UNDER THE MASTER, 
AND WE HAVEN'T 
VISITED ANY OF 
THEM TODAY... 


COMPANY, 
T ONLY 
GOT MY 

./| HANDBOOK |} 
AND A 


SINGLE 
STAMP 


BACK. Work Source 0ce> TEPCO 


Master Contractor 25> Toyo Enex 


Primary Subcontractor 12> Shibahama 
Technol Fukushima 
Note: All names 


made up aside 
from TEPCO! 


Banetsu Industrial 


Nucreal 
i . 
We only y& Ottozawa Electric 
visited these i 
three today Yonomori 
Engineering 


THE MASTER 


YOU'LL BE 
WORKING 
SURVEY AT 
THE BREAK 
AREA, 8,000 
YEN A DAY. 


T CAN‘T 
HELP IT. THE 


ACTUALLY 


STUFF THAT WELL, 
GOING TO COMES DOWN WITH 
ICHI-F, AND THIS FAR IS THIS 
THE PAY’S LOW-PAY BY GEN 
6O- 
STILL THAT NATURE. WE'RE BETWEENS 
NOT MAKING a 
ANY PROFIT 
FROM IT. 


YOU MEAN 
EVEN You 


ACTUALLY, 
T WAS ONLY 


LOOK, WE'RE DIDN'T AWARE OF 
THE SEVENTH KNOW?! ONE OR TWO 
STARTING FRO pOurAtlES 


ABOVE US... 


THE MASTER 
CONTRACTOR. 


: THEY'RE } 
TOW | We ANT LISTEN, GUYS, 
Ld WAIT ANY WE'RE SO CLOSE! 
“| LONGER! LET'S SAY WE BUMP 
: & DOWN THE LODGING 
Wi \ COST TO SOO YEN 
) A DAY, JUST UNTIL 
YOU START! 


( 


J 


= ee WE'LL 
HAVE NOTHING 
AT THIS TO DO AGAIN. I’M 
OUT OF MONEY, 
| FINDING IT aot ea 
LOAN? 


STARTING THE 
iM NEXT DAY, I 
Vecaee SSE AROUND IWAKI 
reais VA AYO Se Seal SEEING siatits 
: ( WS on : AND GA 
ee ! Y SS WITH PACHINKO 
5 AND THE RACES. 


ws 


4 Pony 
Le Eis LM 
sy tet, 


tS 
aoe 


S 


Slide: Radiation, Safety 


[pe 


IT'S 
FINALIZED! 
WE START 


TRAINING E , 
é TIE AT J-VILLAGE'S 
TOMORROW! Sao LECTURE HALL, 
(EP WE HAD A DAY- 
LONG COURSE 
ABOLIT RADIATION 
PROTECTION, 
SEPARATED INTO 
“a EDLICATION’” 
AND “b 
EDUCATION.” 


NS elt  _—LT ESE 


yao 
ne 


is a 


THEaCOURSE [FF 
IN THE MORNING, |b 
THE b COURSE IN ae 
THE AFTERNOON, }“4 

WITH A TEST 
AT THE END OF 
EACH SESSION. 


a eae 


NEXT DAY, 
WE FINALLY .. ' 
ENTS : THINK ABOUT & Sal, 
CONTRACTOR | THE HIGHER Leos ig One 
AND PRIMARY WE GO, THE SOME OF THE J-VILLAGE 
SUBCON- | FANCIER THE SUBCONTRAC- W 


TRACTO 
pada OFFICES. TORS IN THE 


a BODY 
CHAIN. (DO =. 
TRAINING THEY SVEN as COUNTER). 
?. 
SESSION. EXIST?) 


THE MASTER 
CONTRACTOR 
SUPPLIES THE 
GLASS BADGE 

AND WORK 

ASSIGNMENT 

BARCODE. 


IDs: Tokyo Electric WID (1-F); Tatsuta, Kazuto 


THEY 
TOOK TWO 
PHOTOS TO 
MAKE OUR 
WORKER ID 
AND ENTRY 

ID. 


KORIYAMA, 


AND OVER 
AYEAR 
SINCE I 

STARTED 

\ LOOKING 

= c FOR THIS 

y A .. to borrow your APD 


1) 


WELL, WE'VE 
} ALL FOUND 
BOY, YOU d , OUR WAY TO 
WANT TO TALK §& DIFFERENT 
ABOUT SOME COMPANIES 
UNSCRUPULOUS NOW. 
BUSINESS 
PRACTICES! 


FINDING MY 
JOB THROUGH 
THE HELLO 
WORK SERVICE 
WAS A VERY 
ROUNDABOUT 
WAY TO GET 


B 
g 
Be 
y 
D 
g 
Z 


I FERVENTLY 
HOPE THAT THE 
CONDITIONS FOR 
WORKERS AT 
ICHI-F CONTINUE 
HERE, BUT THE TO IMPROVE, NO 
EXPERIENCES MATTER WHAT 


WERE ROUTE THEY 
INTERESTING. TOOK! 


I'M GRATEFUL 
THAT THEY 
HELPED ME 

REACH ICHI-F. 


Sign: Hello Work Employment Service Center 


WE WERE 
ASSIGNED 
TO THE 
REST AREA 
OF THE 
AFFILIATE 
BUSINESS 
TATESHIBA 
CFICTIONAL 
NAME) 
WITHIN 
THE ICHI-F 
GROUNDS. 


Ti 
‘il 


[MN 


ee 


| 


¥ 


I WAS BORN 
AND RAISED 
IN THE KANTO 


E REGION 
5 OUR JOB T’'M GOING TO FE AROUND INSTEAD, 
: WASN'T ACTUAL 1 DESCRIBEA — TOKYO, SO I 
WORK, BLIT fg => 1 MIDSUMMER I Sen 
REST AREA 4 tS . Bese THE NORTH 
. SPENTASA WOULD BE A 
FOR THOSE = Te “REST AREA BIT COOLER. 
WORKERS. Sees ae MANAGER.” 


Wi 
is 


Hh 
iy 
i, 


JULY 2012 
KUROMORI CONSTRUCTION DORM, IWAKI 


590 GRY ETA 96 RA 2 RA FO IN 


105 


ASA 
COUNTERMEASURE 
AGAINST HEATSTROKE, AS REST AREA 
ICHI-F HAS A SUMMER- | MANAGERS, WE 
TIME SYSTEM WHERE ; HAVE TO GET IT 
WORK STARTS ONE OR : : 
TWO HOURS EARLIER READY TO “OPEN 
WORKERS LEAVE, 
. SO WE WAKE UP 
BEFORE FOUR. 


It's treated like a 
business 


106 


ITSA : | 
NORMAL = 
HOUSE WITH ets NATURALLY, Fi 


THERE'S 
OVER TEN § TRAFFIC IN 


| RESIDENTS Nee! THE cARY 
4 AND JUST “ seg MORNING. 
| ONE TOILET. 


THERES JUST 
TOO MANY 
PEOPLE IN 


DAMN, YOU : WHEN 
CANT TAKE df USING THE 
YOUR EVES H ~=BATHROOM 

OFF /T FOR A . 1S A MAJOR 
SECOND... \“u > f ISSUE, if] 

PEOPLE GET 
STRESSED. 


| BETWEEN THE 
SMELL AND THE 
STAINS, THIS 1S 
DEFINITELY NOT 
SOMETHING I 
CAN DEPICT IN 
A MANGA. 


I CLEAN 


BUT IVE 
GOT TO EAT, 
OR SLIFFER 


At this point, it 


THE RISK 
TEMPORARY peas sh ies cat 


APPETITE get a storebought 


G® meal 


IT'S PRACTICALLY A 
NECESSITY TO GET 
PLENTY OF WATER 
AND SODIUM IN 
PREPARATION FOR 
THE JOB. THESE 


SOUR DRIED 
PLUMS WILL DO 
THE TRICK. 


108 Label: Dried Plums 


IN MY GROUP 
ARE THESE 
TWO FELLOWS 
AGAIN FROM 
OUR TIME IN 
KORIYAMA... 


L-FROM 
KUMAMOTO _ TSURUMI FROM 443, 


ad 

Ry 

U 
_—— 


EZ 


EVERYBODY on es YOU CAN'T 
TAKAGI! FROM MOTOMIYA,| THESE GET INTO THE 


IR 4 {TWO Guys 
ee ee Need | CARD AND 
annie : (p MAKES US YOUR CARD yale 
| AND BADGE, BADGE* 
SO I MAKE 
SURE I HAVE 
THEM EVERY 
MORNING. 


WELL, IT’S 
NOT EXACTLY 
ROMANTIC HAVING 
FIVE OLDER MEN 
CRAMMED INTO A 
TINY VAN IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 


BTC 


Fy PO SRE 


TSA | 
BLESSING f= 
TO SEE IT! f 


WE STOP AT ALL THE 


STORES 
| ALONG THE 
WAY TO 
ICHI-F ARE 
PACKED 
FOR SUCH 
AN EARLY 


NAN 0s a 


wm (. mer 


WE GET WE 


TO THE ae . STOP AT 


TOWN OF J-VILLAGE 
HIRONO, ON THE 


TRAFFIC Ea BORDER 
THICKENS. pases TO 


NARAHA. 


110 Sign: Yakiniku, Keishu 


THERE'S A 

SMOKING AREA 
NEAR THE REAR 

DOOR OF THE 

MAIN BUILDING. 
SOME COMPANIES 
MAKE THAT THEIR 
MORNING MEETING 


T THINK 
TODAY'S 


KAMIYAMA IS 
ALOCK FOR 
THE FINISH, 
SO WHERE'S 
THE FUN IN 
BETTING? 


fi 


NO GOOD. 
NEITHER 
TSUBAME NOR 
N-1 WERE 
PAYING OUT. 


MORNING 
Y GREETINGS 
N CONSIST 
OF TALKING 
ABOUT 
PACHINKO. 


WHAT WE 
WERE 


4 BEING PAID 


LATER, . 
WEARING , NORE EE. 

BLUE TYVEKS AH ee 
WOULD BE THE 

ONLY WAY TO > See 
GAIN ACCESS g ; \ LOCAL 
TO ICHI-F BUT : AREA. 
AT THIS TIME, 
WHITE TYVEKS 

WERE ALSO 


ACCEPTABLE. 


WE HAVE 
BS ra cs A DOZEN 

a Le a 1 be MEMBERS f 

MEMBERS . a. fe A a » Le / THAT SPLIT F 
AFTER e : SNE f ak INTO TWO 
THE REST [5eeae en ‘ VANS AND 
AREA WAS : @ HEAD FOR 

EXPANDED. = ; : 


LR ATA 


oe fk) 


afl ail 


AT THIS TIME, 

THERE WAS A ) 
RESTRICTED ZONE \ 
CHECKPOINT RIGHT =P 

AT THE ENTRANCE TO 
NARAHA ON ROUTE 
6 AFTER LEAVING 
J-VILLAGE. 


112 


This is a guard ficti the security company These are nationwide riot police units who came to help 


WHAT'S 


AFTER WORSE 
NARAHA, THAN NOT 
WE PASS SEEING ANY 

THROUGH PEOPLE AT 


EMPTY 
TOMIOKA 


HOG) 


of a 
Z 


canny 


er ie 3 a 


Wf fi / Nop 
Mit feg’ Vi 7, 


Sign: Revolving Sushi Atom —_—_ Banner. Revolving Sushi 


TM TENG 
‘ = BUT IN YOU! THERE’S 
fl 6SIGHT OF THE 5 
CONTRAST [| LOT OF YOUNG 
é PLANTLIFE TO THE 4 WOMEN AT 
r ene a SCENERY... fy THAT PLACE! 
w <a, 
4 WITHOUT 
MANY HUMAN a 
SUPERVISION. [5% 6 wyee EE? 
5 IT’S REALLY er Seg ee aN 
BL STUNNING TO Pet s 
‘ BEHOLD. 


Lief Z 
WY Ze 


YEAH, BUT TO 
ary. NYONE " H You see it 
IS ANYONE —< Nf 
é N ENOUGH, 
UNDER 70! af . ee 
4 BECOMES § 
| ORDINARY. 


Yes, the car smells awful 


nM] QUAKE 


BUILDING. 
SE 


y 
NE Peal ZL of (hit 


114 I leave the mask on because we leave just after arriving 


WE JUST [ 


BOTTLES OF 
WATER IN A THE REST 
AREA, SO 
WE HAVE TO 
CARRY THEM 


THE QUAKE OURSELVES. 


BUILDING. 


SET THE 
REST ON 


YOUR LAP. THERE ARE JUST 
FERRYING 
DRINKING 
WATER. 
TOILETS, NO IT'S THE 
WASHING. LIFELINE 


= 


} eu 
wy | | ii = 
fos Aue 
j Al i 


= i 
REACTOR BUILDINGS ——} 


A NUMBER 
OF LARGE 
AFFILIATE 
COMPANIES 
LIKE TATESHIBA 
HAVE SO MANY 
WORKERS THAT 
THEY'VE SET 
UP THEIR OWN 
REST AREAS 
OUTSIDE OF THE 
ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING AND 
RECREATION 
CENTER. 


THESE REST AREAS 
ARE BUILT INTO 
CONTAINERS SHIPPED 
HERE AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT. WE ALSO) fF 
CALL THEM “SHELTERS.” >} 


NS a 
AFFILIATE COMPANY CAMPUS 

| (master ‘contractor 

storehouse is here) 


‘| TATESHIBA 
REST AREA 


ni 
i Ane ; 


aay OT 
* Hitaayt Ee tinue apor a 
isle i 
Ay Nes 


RIDE AICTE ANNE TDED I MMT 


REALLY ARE GENERATOR CONTAINER AREA /4/ ar CONTAINER THESE 
SHELTERS: [5 ‘lar Ag ASSORTED 
A PLACE OF y " TOILET = / REST AREAS, 
REST FOR é, ‘i ht /—_ff 
WORKERS } Go 
IN HARSH ( \ al aa 
CONDITIONS, Si 7° - Zi 
pepe arty > TATESHIBA SECOND REST AREA acy ord 
TIONS, AND (this is mostly where | worked) CENTER, ARE 
AN EVACUA- INVALUABLE 
TION AREA IN oer 
AN EMER- INTERIORS ARE 
<} TATESHIBA FIRST REST AREA Al SYMMETRICAL CLEANUP 


IT'S OUR JOB fF 
TO KEEP THE f 


ERS AS CON- E.. 
FORTABLE AS § 


Lon, BA 7 
/} REFRIGERATOR: sunver by 

DIESEL A A/C UNIT Z/REST /// REST f y ROOM! 

EAg 


THEY EQUIPMENT 


a 


EFFORT. 


WE'RE 
MAINLY 


FACILITIES REPONSIBLE 


RUNNING 
SMOOTHLY 
AND MAKE 
THE WORK- 


POSSIBLE. 


THE 
SHELTERS 
OFF, WE 
MUST 
MAINTAIN 


Lapeer 


WATER, AND 
NO BUILT-IN 
ELECTRICITY. 


oe 


Evi, 
a. 2 


fi 
(Ev 


. ee 
j 


} SOTHE 
a FIRST TASK 
WHEN WE 
ARRIVE IS 
TO START 
THE GEN- 
ERATOR 
ENGINE. 


THE ROLE Fe 


| OF THE REST Ss TAT! 


AREAIS TO Kos 
PROVIDE J ed ACTUALLY 
A SPACE - 

WHERE WE 
CAN TAKE 
OUR MASKS 
OFF AND 
FEEL COM- 
FORTABLE. 


THINK OF 
THE REST 
AREA DUTIES 
AS SERVICE 
SECTOR 
WORK. 


Primary subcontractor 


EMPLOYEES Bt = 


IT HAS A 
POWERFUL [) 
FILTER THAT 
CLEANS 
UP THE 
OUTSIDE 
AIR, WHICH 
IS WHY WE 
CAN TAKE 
OUR MASKS 
OFF INSIDE 
THE REST 
AREA. 


WENEED 
TO GET THE 
STRUCTURE 

READY TO 

OPEN AND 

SERVE ITS 
CONSTITU- 


WORKERS THAT 
COME THERE ARE 
YOUR CUSTOMERS. 
PLEASE CONDUCT 
YOURSELVES AS IF 
YOU WERE ENGAGING 


IN CUSTOMER 
SERVICE. 


WE 
SEPARATE 
TYVEKS, 
RUBBER 
GLOVES, 
S0CKS, 
COTTON 
GLOVES, 
PAPER, AND 
S0 ON, AND 
THEY COME 
TO COLLECT 


one 


CE AT 


Gy pean 
i 


a! 


PAT so take 


“i ee 


WE HAVE 

A STOCK 
OF TYVEKS 
AND OTHER 
GEAR IN THE 

STORAGE 
CONTAINER 
OUTSIDE. 


WE ALSO 
NEED L-SIZE 
UNDERWEAR 
TOPS AND XL 
BOTTOMS. 


S = 


MANAGING 
THE SUPPLY 
y INVENTORY 
1S VERY 
IMPORTANT. 


OF OUR 2XL 
TYVEKS AND 
COTTON 
GLOVES, SO 
WE SHOULD 


UNDERWAY [| 
INSIDE THE 
REST AREA. 


Sign. Tateshiba #2, Rest Area 119 


Taking numbers in all pile 


A THar's 


We measure 
the filter in 


RADIATION 
AT A FEW 
PLACES 
IN THE 
BUILDING. 


THEN 


aers BY THE WAY, THE 
MEAGURED REST AREA READINGS 
INA DIFFER DEPENDING 
SPECIAL ON THE SPOT, 
DEVICE BUT GENERALLY 
WITH A BETWEEN 3.0 AND 
Cee 5.5 MICROSIEVERTS, 
(eM TUBE AND WE DON'T GET 
OUTLIER READINGS 
ON SMEARS OR DUST. 
IT'S A CLEAN LOW- 
RAD ENVIRONMENT. 


Cooling the new water bottles 
i N 


Sc 


NATURALLY, WE HAVE 
MORE MUNDANE 
CLEANING TO DO, AS 
WELL AS ORGANIZING 
SUPPLIES AND 
MAKING THINGS RUN 
PROPERLY. 


120 Radiation-absorbing sheets come in stacks that must be separated one-by-one @ 


THEY SAY, WELL, T 


TONGLUE- CERTAINLY 
THE OTHER { 


IN-CHEEK REMEMBER 
LIFELINE | {/ J f| THAT DOING A 


FOR THIS \ \l IT INVOLVES : A ee per 
REST AREA HEAVY LIFTING i \ | pure 
1S THE OUTDOORS ee 
Laing ie ode NS 4 ICHI-F 
REFUELING, \ / WERELOGG e 
CHANGE INTO 
OUR WORK 
UNDERWEAR 
FOR THIS. 


NOT AUS OUR TOP 
OT JUST a 
UNDERWEAR— NS PRIORITY 
THERE'S 
TYVEKS, 
GLOVES, 
SOCKS, 
“COVERS. \ & = oe SUPPLIES TO 


SERVE AS 
A STAGING 


| IF WE RUN OUT 
OF ANYTHING, 


NOT ONLY CAN 
THE WORKERS 
NOT GO TO THE 
SITE, THEY 
ALSO CAN'T 
LEAVE. IT’S OF 
PARAMOUNT 
IMPORTANCE. 


Sign: Watch your head 121 


CONTRACTOR OFFICE BLDG. 


(Unused due to quake damage) ISS (WW FIRST, I'VE GOT 


Bas TO GET THE FUEL 
PREFAB CONTAINERS 
<S! STOREKOUSE A\ lI . FROM THE 
STOREHOUSE 
OF THE MASTER 
CONTRACTOR, 
TOYO ENEX. 


WT 


WE KEEP THE 
CONTAINERS 
HERE BECAUSE 
THERE ARE 
TEN OF THEM, 
AND THERE'S 
NO STORAGE 
SPACE FOR 
HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS IN 

THE REST AREA. 


ONCE ALL TEN 
ARE PACKED 
a UP, INCLUDING 
ain capt y me | a | THE EMPTIES 
= = : ‘ CMe eg \ier| FROM THE DAY 
ol - § I me| BEFORE, WE 
_-18+LITER CONTAINERS S| es) HEAD BACK. 
_ Youhave to struggle with — 3 ee a 
[= two, because carrying one f 
5 takes too | 


THERE ARE TWO 
GENERATORS 
FOR EACH REST 
AREA. ONE IS FOR 
THE FREEZER 
AND FRIDGE, SO 
IT'S WORKING 24 
HOURS A DAY. 


iNal.s. 
122 


a 


Yy 
Zar 


IT HASN'T 
BEEN FUELED 
SINCE MIDDAY 
YESTERDAY, 
rf] SOIT TAKES 
THREE WHOLE “ 
18-LITER 
CANISTERS. ‘ 
% 
WHO THE 
HECK SAID 
Sy YOU DON'T 
THE SUN | 
i = RISING AND EVEN HEAR 
4 = SOIS THE /\ 
TEMPERATURE. tl F 
\ ies % 1 Eee rp aa Amie 
THE EMPTIED 
LIFTING IN A CANISTERS [& 
FULL MASK HAVE TO BE 
AND TYVEKS FILLED, SO 
UNDER THE oe We 
Pts ie THE FUELING 
WEIGHT STATION. 


TRAINING 


pe 


Helmet has a 

Y wide brim to” 

stave off the 
~~ sun 


YOU MARK 
DOWN THE 
COMPANY 
CODE AND 
AMOUNT. 


= 
PL tyre Aw 


<=, TOUCH If 


STANDING 
OUT IN THE 
SUN ALL DAY 
LIKE YOu! 
BEST OF 
LUCK WITH 


ABOUTNTHIRTY A 
MINUTES BUT 
THE REFUELING 
“TASK IS- THEN 
UGHEST; ORS 
NY AT THE 


YOU'RE ALL 
Ni) piety. GET 
CHANGED! 


BACK FROM 
FLIELING, eo 
AND IT’S : \ l 

ABOUT TIME | | 3 S EMERGENCY 

R , § DI 

TATESHIBA [3,7 F : 5; TATESHIBA 
WORKERS [HA 

TO ARRIVE. 


AT THE TIME, 
UNDERWEAR 


DISPOSABLE, 
BUT AT NEARBY 
2-F, THEY'VE 
BEEN REUSING 
THE CLOTHING 
SINCE THEIR 
LAUNDRY 
FACILITIES 
CAME BACK. 


THE 
BUS FROM 
J-VILLAGE 
IS HERE, 
DROPPING 

OFF 
LOADS OF f 
TATESHIBA |A-% 
WORKERS. fee 


a Ee Mees 


125 


ARRIVED 
WORKERS 


> 
ALE) 
Or 


— 


6!" 


126 


THE INTERIOR 
HAS A HIGH 
AIR PRESSURE 
THANKS TO 
THE A/C. THIS 


OUTSIDE AIR 
CANNOT LEAK 
IN THROUGH 
THE DOORS, 
IT FEELS 
LIKE BEING 
IN A DOMED 
STADIUM. 


HAVE YOU 
GOT YOUR 
APD AND aes IT FEELS SILLY 
GLASS | tie FOR BOTH SIDES 
BADGE? fe i TODO THIS LAST 
x ¥| CONFIRMATION, BLT 
IT’S MANDATORY, 
EVER SINCE 
SOME SHADY 
SUBCONTRACTORS 
TRIED TO HIDE THEIR 
DOSIMETERS TO 
GET AROUND THE 
EXPOSURE LIMITS. 


ae ee 
; BECAUSE THE 


HIGH-PRESSURE 
AIR ALWAYS 
FLOWS FROM 
THE BACK TO 
THE FRONT, 
ANYONE LOCATED 
DOWNWIND CAN 
TELL WHAT THE 
OTHERS ARE 


alee : YEP. THIS IS 


TUNATELY, STATIONED q 
THE COOL es IN THE EXIT UNBEARABLE 


AIR FROM Fo. CONTAINER 
=i MOST OF THE 
TIME: A METAL 

BOX UNDER 


i 


em 


Se 


I THOUGHT 


THE SUMMER 
UP HERE 
WOULD BE A 


BIT COOLER... 


2 Rest Area 


“4 
ir] 
=| 
Fm? 
2 
= 
= 
=) 
= pb 
2 
is 
_ 
i 
a! 
os 
a 
wu 
= 
> 
ro) 
3h 


BUT THIS 
WASN'T THE 
WORST OF THE 
SUMMER HEAT 
AT ICHI-F 


a 


Beart 


CHAPTER 4 - END 


TATESHIBA SECOND REST AREA LAYOUT MAP 


Please use this for reference when reading. 


ENTRANCE BUILDING 


NO A/C "CE 


fe 
CLEANING 
VACUUM 


MARKERS AND = 
TAPE FOR AIR-~y_ “THE 


SEALING MASKS) eM 


LJ) CLEAN KIND /S 


> 
LS 
: 


% SV i 
be was 
omar 
2 ONE-WAY ONLY es 
YL 


re 


DISCARDED 
YVEKS 3 
PARTICLES OF 
RADIOACTIVE 
MATERIAL 
‘ \ 


MOM Se es DUST SAMPLER 


DISPOSAL 


Wall signs: 
Bottoms/Tops 


TYVEKS 
REALLY a\ 
PILE UP = ] 


a 


(NO RUNNING WATER) 


K Fr 
GENERATORS AND ; 
VENTILATORS \ 
i 
KL) 


USED TOILET KITS GO THROUGH HERE, 
~ DUST-CHUTE-STYLE 


ca! A Qe y 
AY Flaite 
y EXHAUST VEN if ANA é 

{/( rode 


v2 Yy 
2 ' 
H 


a. LT 
yt YS 


| EE | OES 


{ | FRONT CAND ONLY) DOORWAY | =~ 


TATESHIBA SECOND REST AREA 


J ACROSS THE WAY IS TATESHIBA FIRST REST AREA, 
WITH THE SAME LAYOUT 


AOL 
WAY 


i STORAGE AREA, NOT 
USED AS A DOOR 


| 
} 
| 


A BOOKLET ISSUED TO THOSE WORKING IN RADIATION CONTROL 
ZONES, SUCH AS NUCLEAR POWER FACILITIES. IT CONTAINS A RECORD 
OF ONE'S RADIATION EXAM, SAFETY EDUCATION, WORK PERIOD, AND 
EMPLOYER, AS WELL AS ONE'S EXPOSURE HISTORY. IT'S THE SAME 
SIZE AS A DEPOSIT BOOK FROM A BANK. LIKE DEPOSITS, EXPOSURE 
AMOUNTS ADD UP OVER TIME, ONLY WITHOUT THE WITHDRAWALS 
AND INTEREST. THEY'RE ISSUED TO INDIVIDUAL WORKERS, BUT IN 
ORDER TO RECORD THE MONTHLY EXPOSURE AMOUNT AS MEASURED 
BY ONE'S GLASS BADGE, THE PRIMARY CONTRACTOR HOLDS ONTO THE 
HANDBOOK, ONLY RETURNING IT WHEN ONE QUITS THEIR SERVICE. 


THE WORKER ID AND BARCODE 
MUST BE HANDED IN, $0 THE 
ONLY RECORD OF ONE'S WORK 
THERE 1S THIS HANDBOOK. 
INCIDENTALLY, THE WORKER ID 
CONTAINS A HOLOGRAM, SO IT 
CAN'T BE COUNTERFEITED WITH 
A COLOR COPIER. 


RSE 


a 
\FUKUSHIM 
ANMERIM \ 


It's a Tateshiba rule to clean returning masks with wet wipes 


THIS YEAR'S 
SUM 


THE SECOND 
AFTER THE 
DISASTER, 

WAS AREAL | 
} SCORCHER. f 


GLOVES AND 
TAKE YOUR 
SURVEY. 


134 Sign: Cotton gloves 


res 
era 
B) 


PALM OF THE FRONT OF FRONT OF — 
HAND, BACK OF THE FACE THE BODY & 
THE HAND AND UNDER FROM THE SOLES OF THE 
BACK 
THE ARMS a FEET 


FOOT, 
PLEASE. 


For some reason, we say this in 

shorthand. Ichi-F dialect, maybe? 
. = 

\ 


RADIOACTIVE 
MATERIAL ON 
THE BODY. 


Ven. | 


TIRESOME, 
BUT THIS IS 
A CRUCIAL 


ALL RIGHT, 
T'LL TAKE 


PERK OF 
THE JOB. 


_ Pull this’cord 


Carton: Cafe Au Lait 


..AND THE 
FREEZER 
FOR THE 

COLD PACKS 
IN THE 
COOL VESTS 
MUST HAVE 
POWER, SO 
ONE OF THE 
GENERATORS 

IS ALWAYS 
RUNNING. 


4 WE HAVE TO 


BE FLEXIBLE, 
ON 


ANTICIPATE | 


THE FLOW 
OF TRAFFIC. 


THERE'S A 
TOILET IN 
THIS REST 


TO HANDLE 
BUSINESS 
AT THE REC 
CENTER 
BUILDING. 


BE SITTING 
DOWN ON 
THE JOB. 


THE TOILET, 
BUT THE 
BIGGEST 
REASON 

YOu'D GO 
TO THE 
TROUBLE 
OF 


WEARING 


THE MASKS 
18... 


THEY'RE 


| tovoenex, | 
THE MASTER 


SHEETS FOR CONTRACTOR, 
EQUIPMENT COMES TO 
COLLECT THE 
EXPOSURE 


REPORT AND 


AT THE END 


OF THE DAY. 
PRESSURE BOTH SIDES 
EVERY DAY, UNDERSTAND 
THAT THIS 


AS WELL AS 
WHEN YOu 

NY REFILLED ON 
FLUID AND 


CAN ONLY BE 
SO PRECISE. 


JOB, INMY f 8) 
OPINION. 


litre 


| 
138 


Sign (upside down): Check once more 
APD is equipped! 


OTHER 
PEOPLE 

COME BY 
FOR TASKS FZ9\ 


H) PLUS THE 
|| DELIVERY OF 
EQUIPMENT. 
THEY'RE ALL 
i) CRUCIAL TO 
f} RUNNING 
| THESE REST 


avs. Sees 
p A s 
X ° hy 
oS 
q 
EY Ale 
4 te 
Zi ) 
ee 
‘ak 


a. 3 fa UP, he 


They place it directly in the container 


p ey: | | ; f H ; . 
; cae ; OuR " ON AN 
THIN —s i ULTRA-VITAL 
HN Ve YY a i SERVICE 


ail 
rl 


SS 


=| 


\iI 


Spread a 
sawdust-like 
bsorber inside 

THE fiezasterilizi 

(has a sterilizing 

td Wan 
WATER OR |) (fe) 
SEWAGE fo Fy 
PIPES, SO 
WE USE 
DISASTER 


KITS. Yellow plastic bag 
goes over the seat 


One packet 

for pee, one 

each before 
and after 
you poo 


~ ee 
Tied off ao 
with those 
cable ties 


Through the 
dust chute to 
the outside 


A special 
string ties up 
the edge of x 
the bag when taped to 


* (Ultra-vital) After use, always remember to set up a yellow bag for the next person to use! 
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WE TEACH 
PEOPLE THE 
SYSTEM 
WHEN THEY 
FIRST COME, 
AND THERE’S 
A DIAGRAM 


POSTED WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS 
ON IT. 


EXPOSURE 
JOBS COSTA 
LOT, BUT THE 
SPECIALIZED 
WORK GOES 
TO GENERAL 

CONTRACTORS 
OR NUCLEAR 
COMPANIES, SO 
THE JUICY JOBS 
DON'T TRICKLE 
DOWN. 


AT ICHI-F, 
THERE'S 


MORE TOUGH 
CHEAP JOBS 
THAN THERE 
ARE HIGH- 
EXPOSURE, 
WELL-PAID 
ONES. 


Sign: When you're done, set up the next bag! 


THE WORST 
1S WHEN 
PEOPLE JUST ee 
GO STRAIGHT 
IN THE BOWL 
WITHOUT A 


COMPANY 
SCOOPS 
UP ALL THE 
LOW-COST 
DUTIES. 


JUST THE 
THOUGHT OF 
DOING SECURITY, 
FUELING, OR 
VEHICLE SURVEY 
OUT IN THE HEAT 
MAKES ME WANT 
TO DIE. 


141 


Sign. Socks 


PEOPLE OUTSIDE 
SEEM TO THINK THAT 
IF YOU WORK AT 
ICHI-F, YOU'RE LIKE A 
HERO DRAMATICALLY 
FIGHTING AGAINST 
MASSIVE EXPOSURE 
IN HIGH-DANGER 
CONDITIONS. 


BUT IF WE 
DIDN'T HAVE 
PEOPLE TO 
DO THESE 
JOBS, ICHI-F 
WOULDN'T 

E 


B 
RUNNING. 


BUT IT TURNS OUT 
THE MAJORITY OF US 
ARE DOING GRUNT 
WORK LIKE THIS. 


Hard to remove Cl 
Le | i/ ! 
eee ver 
j WELCOME } ~~ 
BACK. : ; : : 


as 
1 


ADD, | 
ms 


y | 
N\ c RA 


es 


ek 


( irs okay... ust Yad 
©) GOESTOSHOW [a 
“j} HOW HARD - 


ahs ( Youvescen } | THE Sweat 
K WORKING. fee | THAT BUILDS 


UP IN THE 
‘ GLOVES 
SPRAYS OUT 
AND HITS YOU 
IN THE FACE 
SOMETIMES. 
THIS 

WORKPLACE 
IS LITERALLY 


COVERED IN 
MALE SWEAT. 


It’s not even as cool as that sounds 


Sign: Watch your head 


OUR USAGE 
OF KIM 
TOWELS... 


LET'S SET 
DOWN THE 


ELEVATED 

GOT HEAT- TEMPERATURE, 
TREMBLING 

EXTREMITIES, 

DEHYDRATION 

DUE TO SWEAT, 
DIZZINESS, 


HEADACHES, NCA ty th eb SYMPTOMS 


MIGHT NOT 
BE BAD 
ENOUGH TO 
REPORT TO 


DAY IN THE 
MIDSUMMER 
HEAT WILL 
CAUSE SOME 
WORKERS 
TO BREAK 


Punch-Cool: Cooling pack 
that activates by impact 


This fluid replenishment 
solution works better 
than the sports drink 
(supposedly) when 
you're dehydrated 


Bottle: Oral Fluid Replenishment 0S-] 145 


IT’S A MORE 
IMMINENT 
THREAT THAN 
RADIATION. 


CAN'T BLAME 
HIM, WITH THIS 
HEAT AND ALL § | 


THE GEAR WE Ve 
/ 


YOU OUT, 
( \ IF IT'S BAD 
| ENOUGH. 


BUT EVEN 
WITH THESE 
DIFFICULT 
CONDITIONS, 
THERE ARE ff 
TEAMS THAT 
GO OUT FOR 
_| SHIFTS TWO 
OR THREE 
»,| TIMES A DAY. 


WN 
A 
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IF THAD 


THE LEVELS f[ 


PLUS, T 
HEAR THEY 
PAY BETTER 
FOR HIGHER 
EXPOSURE. 


SIONED BY 
TATESHI- 
BA... 


AND SOME 
FOOLS ARE 
ATTRACTED TO 
THE MONEY, I 
SUPPOSE. 


Being in the SDF meant he had many licenses (large vehicle, EMT, etc.) 


WAS IN : 
CHARGE OF § 3 
DELIVERING 
MATERIALS 

TO ICHI-F 


RIGHT 
AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT. 


EVERYONE HAS 
THEIR REASONS 
FOR BEING HERE. 

AND THE JOB 

WOULDN'T GET 
DONE IF NOT FOR 

FOOLS LIKE Us. 


HE WAS RE- 
ASSIGNED 
TO BE THE 
REST AREA 


EXACTLY. 
ALL YOU 
REALLY 
NEED IS THE 
DATA. THAT 
ELIMINATES 
THE FEAR 
OF THE 
UNKNOWN. 


YES, TI 
SUPPOSE JUST 
VOLUNTEERING 
TO COME WORK 
AT A PLACE LIKE 
THIS MAKES US 


%, iF SA 


IF I’M GOING TO rt 

BE A FOOL, I AT ie oeGi oo ne 

LEAST WANT TO a3 

GET OUT THERE ; THis SPACE 
AND TIGHTEN A ass IS OLR DUTY. 
BOLT OR TWO. ae 


IF THERE’S 
ONE THING 4 
WE CAN'T 

AFFORD, IT'S 

CASUALTIES. 


#2, COULDN'T 
© HELP BUT: . 
‘IMAGINE WHAT IT 
WOULD BE LIKE AT 

THE FRONT LINE. ° 


Ct | 
. 
iS 


‘<r aaa 
UT zm 


aoe 


THE MOST 
IMPORTANT [wiA 703 
STEP BEFORE PydlAi’ 
YOU LEAVE 1S Ket) 
REFUELING. 


HAUL OUT 
A FEW FULL 
CONTAINERS 

FROM THE 

MORNING. 


\\ 
(ash 
| epeciaw | ‘uy ‘\ 

are “ 
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It's so hot, you get irrationally angry (though it is important to procure stable power soon) 


NORMALLY 
THIS GETS 
DONE WHEN 
EVERYONE 
1S GOING 
HOME, BUT AT 
THIS POINT, 
YOU COULD 
“SHORTCUT” 
THE SYSTEM 
BY RUNNING 
THE TEST 
AHEAD OF 
TIME, WHEN 
WE HAD 
ABOUT TWO 
HOURS OF 
DOWNTIME. 


MAGNETIC 
CERTIFICATE 


ING, THE 
TATESHIBA 


\ STARTING 
4 TOLEAVE. 


| 


A 


| 
Peer To 


. f 


27 
\ 
SAY > 


ae = 
Zig! ‘= 


iat 
Vag) 


LATER, WHEN 
THEY SHRANK 
THE RESTRICTED 
ZONE, THEY 


uy CRACKED DOWN 


AND FORCED 
VEHICLES TO GO 
FROM SURVEY 
DIRECTLY OUT OF 
THE PLANT, 0 
THIS SHORTCUT 
NO LONGER 


ROCK, 
PAPER, 
SCISSORS! 


YOU CAN 


RETURN 
APDs ALL 
AT ONCE, 

SO ONE 
UNLUCKY 
SOUL GETS 

TO GO BACK 

TO THE 


N 
La 


| / 


iil 


| 


BUT EVEN 
THE HIGHEST 
VALUES 
HERE ARE 
TWO DIGITS 
LOWER THAN 
THE DAILY 
EXPOSURE 
I WOULD 
RECEIVE 
WORKING 
AROUND THE 
REACTOR 
BUILDING 


EVEN IN 
THE SAME 
REST 
AREA, THE 
EXPOSURE 
AMOUNT 
CHANGES 
DEPENDING 


STATIONED. 


y 


\ 


LEVELS 
AND SHIFT 
TIMES GET 

WRITTEN 
DOWN ON 
A MONTHLY 
REPORT... 


FRIDGE 


GOOD JOB, RS 
#24] EVERYONE. KY 
. iE 


THEY 
COLLECT THE 
CONTAMINA- 
TION TEST 
RESULT AND 
MAGNETIC 
CERTIFICATE 
STUCK TO 5 
THE DOOR. ae 


OUTSIDE 
THE GATE, 


Z 


N 


SS 


Don't do this at home, kids 


Hey | EEE 


WE RETURN TO J-VILLAGE 
ABOUT 10 HOURS AFTER LEAVING IN THE MORNING” =~ 


Sign- Socks 


Overhead unit comes down 


| 


Titty] 


SOME HOSPITALS 
HAVE TYPES OF 

ep Ne THIS DEVICE 

a marae 


Ee ee RADIATION 
L ; EXPOSURE, BUT 


ANYTHING, 


(WHOLE-BODY 
COUNTER), THIS 
SURFACE 
CONTAMINATION. 
IT DOES NOT 
ACTUALLY 


FSS : | PIU CUREE EAL 
= ; a READINGS. 


a SS SS a ee ee ee 


HOWEVER, E 
4 THERE'S e 
ONE MORE |i 
4 CHECKPOINT JE 
4 AFTER THIS 
Now. 


santiage Ext Receipt 


ro 
porker 10 et 
pass Tine aposousnls 


SCAN YOUR 
WORKER ID 
BARCODE 
AND IT 
PRINTS OUT 
A RECEIPT 
MARKING THE 
TIME YOU 
PUNCHED 
OUT. 


AN APD'S 
ALARM WILL GO 
OFF 8EFORE 
IT REACHES 
10 HOURS OF 
ACTIVATION 
TIME, BUT SOME 
SUBCONTRACTORS 
MASTERED THE 
SHADY ART OF 


RETURNING IT AND 
BORROWING A 
NEW ONE TO GET 
AROUND THIS. 


i 
( 


FRUSTRATING 
PART IS THAT 
IT’S ONLY 
THE STORIES 
ABOUT THE 
BAD BEHAVIOR 
THAT GET 
PICKED UP 
AND SPREAD 
AROUND BY 
THE MEDIA. 


CaS IT MT a SPE D8), M.S 


y 


SINCE SOME 
SUBCONTRACTORS 
WERE PUTTING THEIR 
EMPLOYEES THROUGH 
EXTREMELY LONG 
SHIFTS, THEY STARTED 
KEEPING TRACK OF 
NOT JUST THE APD 
RETURN TIME, BUT 
ALSO WHEN WE LEFT 
THE RESTRICTED ZONE. 
THAT WAY THEY COULD 
MORE FIRMLY OVERSEE 
WORK CONDITIONS. 


UNFORTUNATELYC?) 
THE COMPANY T 


i 4 WORKED FOR WAS NOT 


THIS SKETCHY, SO T 
DON’T KNOW EXACTLY 
HOW THEY PULLED 


: p) THESE SHENANIGANS 


OFF, BUT TO THE 
COMPANIES THAT TAKE 
THIS SERIOUSLY, IT'S A 

PAIN IN THE ASS. 


We take a different car back from the one we drove to and from Ichi-F 


J-VILLAGE 
AND BACK 


THE 


MANAGER [S* 


SAID HE'D 
HAVE IT 
REPAIRED 
FOR us. 


: IT’S THE 
HOTTEST 


}\ PART OF 
f THE DAY. 


OH, SURE. 
HANG 
ON AND 
T’LL ASK 
INTENTION 
OF FIXING 


50 WE 
HAVE TO 
SUFFER 

LIKE THIS 
UNTIL THE 


Hf 


: oil 
a, S: 


158 Sign: Pachinko Slots 


5 - END 


CHAPTER 


RIGHT NOW THIS TRAIN STATION IS OPEN AGAIN, BUT IT 
WAS OFF-LIMITS UNTIL MARCH 31, 2013, SO THE EFFECTS 
OF THE EARTHQUAKE ARE STILL QUITE VISIBLE. THE STATION 
BUILDING WAS WASHED AWAY BY THE TSUNAMI, AND WEEDS 
COVER THE TRACKS. THE ROADS HAVE BEEN CLEARED BECAUSE 
PEOPLE ARE ALLOWED T0 TEMPORARILY RETURN HOME, BUT 
THE STORES AND HOTELS AROUND THE STATION ARE STILL IN 
A DESTROYED STATE. THE TOWN OF TOMIOKA, LIKE OTHERS, 


IS STILL STUCK IN TIME SINCE MARCH 2011. 


AT PRESENT, TOMIOKA 
STATION §=AT LEAST 
HAS A TEMPORARY 
BATHROOM, — UNLIKE 
TATSUTA WHEN THE 


» AUTHOR FIRST VISITED. 


TATSUTA BELIEVES THIS 
WAS SET UP BECAUSE OF 


: THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 


COMING TO VIEW THE 


- QUAKE DEVASTATION. 


Sign. Café Renoir 


Médiin: 
iin 


—e 
SINCE LT 
CAME BACK 
FROM ICHI-F 
AND BEGAN 
PUBLISHING 
THIS COMIC, 
T’'VE HAD 
ANUMBER 
OF MEDIA 
INTERVIEWS, 
WHICH ARE 
DEFINITELY 
NOT MY 
FORTE. 


Sign: Café Renoir 


HOW DID YOu 
FEEL WHEN 
YOU FIRST 
VISITED DAIICHI 
AND J-VILLAGE, 
MR. TATSUTA? 


PEOPLE 
OFTEN ASK 
ME, “WAS 
IT SCARY?" 
BUT... 


T ALWAYS GET 
ASKED, “WHAT DID 
YOu FEEL WHEN 
YOU FIRST WENT 
TO JV OR 1-F?" 
BUT IT’S NOT A 
QUESTION THAT 
I CAN ANSWER 
WITH A SIMPLE 


a ANN 
ia 


ceri | 
a 


MAIAJBIU! BY JO] 31 JaMsUe 0} 1Saq AW Op | ‘assnoD JO al 


SINCE f THIS WAS AT THE 
THERE ; START OF JUNE 
ARE STILL \ . fi 2012, A THREE- 
MANY | , DAY TRAINING 
THINGS T PERIOD THAT 
HAVEN'T ME WAS PART OF 
DEPICTED 4 YZ REGISTRATION 
YET, TLL oe AND 
\ FZ] ¥. 1] CERTIFICATION 


GOBACK LAM “Vy : 
AND TALK me I A Nf 4B TO WORK THERE. 


ABOUT MY 
FIRST TRIP RC 
INTO ICHI-F. 


THIS 1s) “a” and "b” are lowercase, 
COURSE, for some reason 
SEPARATED THE FIRST 


INTO a 
DAY WAS THE 
EDUCATION “RADIATION 


AND b 
“a MANAGEMENT 
EDUCATION, ee EDUCATION’ 


WAS MY a é ae 
Rr ae : DAY. EVERYONE 
FIRST VISIT oe GOING TO 


TOW. = abe es ANUCLEAR 
: 7) OM) PLANT HAS TO 
TAKE THIS. 


SoS 


os 


SN a 


LL 


TOE Fe 


— ah) 


t == — 
! y POW Pee IN 
a 


STANDING 
ON NOW 
WASN'T 

ORIGINALLY 

A PARKING 
LOT, BUT 
A GRASS 


Sign: Watch for cows 


Wall designed with a soccer ball pattern 


BUT 


ia ee ORIGINALLY, 
SINCE THE a. gee J-VILLAGE 


50 
ACCIDENT, THERE ARE 


THIS P = =! S DECORA- 
LOCATION IS es a é TIONS AND 
NOW KNOWN |g Bess (lett < ~ JAPAN'S f BUILDINGS 
AS THE BASE A lee : NATIONAL DESIGNED 

F ; 3 ye 


SOCCER 


7 a’. Pr ee 


«AS WELL 
AS EYE- 
CATCHING 
TAPESTRIES 
OF THE 
NATIONAL 
TEAM. 


THIS 
MUST BE A 
DIFFICULT 
SIGHT FOR 


1S THE WALL 
OF LETTERS 


Banner: Do your best with courage and hope, for the sake of a brighter Small banner: To all the workers at Fukushima Daiichi 163 
future for Japan! Please understand how grateful we all are! THANK YOU 
Saitama City Tsuchiai Middle School I-B Do your best today 


ueay,, 13} 


JOOUDS a/PPIW lweulWoUg :ubls jer1JWaA 


Top Sign: To all the workers at Fukushima Daiichi 


Getting into 
the mood, 
despite not 
having worked 
at I-F yet 


JUST SAY 
GOOD YOUR 
LUCK. COMPANY 
AND NAME AT 
THE DESK, 
AND THEY'LL 
KNOW WHAT 
TO DO WITH 


RADIATION 

CONTROL 

COURSE— 
DECON- 


TAMINATION 
WORKERS 
DO TOO, 

SO THE 

WZ CROWDS 
WERE MUCH 

| BIGGER. 


Booklet: Radiation Safety Training "a" Education 


MAYBE THEY 
COULDN'T 
ARRANGE 
FOR MORE 

COPIES, SINCE 
THEY HAD A 
RUSH OF NEW 
TRAINEES 
COMING IN. 


OKAY, 
EVERYONE. 
WE'VE GOT 

ALONG 
DAY, SO 
LET'S GET 
eee 


THERE'S AN 
LINSPOKEN 
UNDER- 
STAND- 
ING THAT 
“WE'RE ALL 
JUST HERE 
BECAUSE IT’S 


RELAXED AND 


LAZY HERE. 
I FEEL LIKE 
T'M BACK IN 
DRIVER'S ED. 


WE START 
FROM THE 
TOPIC OF 
ALPHA 
AN? BETA 
RAYS. 


THE MORNING “a” 
COURSE COVERS 
BASIC INFORMATION 
ON RADIATION. 
THE AFTERNOON 
“bp” COURSE IS 
MORE PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION ON 
THE RESTRICTED 
ZONE AND ENTRY/ 
EXIT PROCEDURES. 
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WE'RE ALL 


| JusT GRUMPY Le 


OLD MEN 
WHO HAVEN'T 
STUDIED 
HARD AT 
ANYTHING 
SINCE WE 
LEFT SCHOOL 
CIF WE EVER 
STUDIED IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE). 


THE 
POST- 
LUNCH 
CLASS WAS 
ESPECIALLY 
SLEEP- 
INDUCING. 


IF THEY 
SMELL 
BAD, USE A 
WET WIPE 
TO CLEAN 


FIGURED : NOW YOU 
THEY'D BREATHE 
BE ABIT : 7) IN TO MAKE 
; : : SURE IT 
STICKS TO 
YOUR FACE, 


166 First time trying the air leak check 


The model gear in the texthook was from Kashiwazaki-Kariwa NPP 


THERE 
WERE 
H OTHER Ex- 
PLANATIONS 
ABOUT 
EQUIPMENT 
H AND STUFF... 


Be OTHER POWER 
| | PLANTS ARE ONE 
THINGS ARE { THE =H | 7HING, BLIT THEY 
pereiniaey ty - | SHOULD REALLY 
TEE ae N | GIVE THE INCOMINE 
ae LL | 2HI-F WORKERS 
tae —_- | LE8S0NE BASED 
ON THE ACTUAL 


THESE A 
GENERAL a? i CONDITIONS AND 


GUIDELINE. 


) 


WELL, WE 
DON'T NEED 
TO STUDY 
TOMORROW, 
AT LEAST. 


ZARA BF 


ANYWAY, WE 
ALL PASSED 
THE FINAL TEST 
WITH FLYING 
COLORS. CIN 
FACT, THEY 
DON'T FAIL 
ANYONE.) 


ANTUANURANT\\ ERR 


<> ~ SATURN NUR 


| won't repeat any questions, since they reuse them, but they're super easy, *Whole-body counter 167 
so if you're going to take the test, don't worry! 


sayejd 
[233W 


jan} 
[PIII 


1 YUN), pare? Osyy “sjasanbraq Jo sziaaals 03 payiaauo) sjab 


YDIYM ‘payazap syuava (uOIzeIped) WOIZeZIUO! Jo JaquinU ayy :aznutw Jad yuNo), 


MOVING 
J-VILLAGE AWAY 
HAS ABOUT FROM THE 
10 WBCs RADIATION- 
SETUP INA ABSORBING 
TENT INSIDE FLORA AND 
THE ROOFED PUTTING 
SOCCER SHIELDING 
FIELD. METAL ON 
THE GROUND 
AT LEAST 
MINIMIZES 
THE AMBIENT 
RADIATION. 


Su 


ul 


Tae, 
EZ 
ZZ? 


HOWEVER, 
THERE ARE URBAN 
LEGENDS THAT THE 
WBCs AT JV ARE 
“TWEAKED TO GIVE 
LOWER NUMBERS,” 
AND “THE SAME 
PERSON MEASURED 
AT A DIFFERENT 
PLANT'S WBC 
GOT WAY HIGHER 
NUMBERS.” 


RY 
KX) 

RX 
4 


wr, 


gag] 


oS AMET RRR 


168 — | learned the answer to this through personal experience—look forward to that scene! 


uto Tatsuta; Count Rate: 1205 cpm(NET) 


RELIABLE IN 
TERMS OF 
PRECISION, 
BUT THAT'S 
NO DOUBT 
BECAUSE 
THEY 
NEEDED 
TO GET 
A BUNCH 
OF THEM 
IN SHORT 


BY MEASURING 
THE BODY'S 
LEVEL OF 
RADIOACTIVITY 
BEFORE 
WORKING AND 
COMPARING IT 


TO THE LEVELS 
AFTER A FEW 
MONTHS, YOU 

GAIN AN IDEA OF 

THE PRESENCE 

OF RADIATION AT 

THE WORK SITE. 


A Gee ea 


Circle: (Certified) 


Lit 


MAS 


Badge: I-F Plant 
Shibahama Technol Fukushima 
Jatsuta, Kazuto 


NOW 
WE CAN 
FINALLY 

GET INTO 
ICHI-F 


WE GET OUR 
WORKER ID 
AND ENTRY 
PASSES, BOTH 
WITH PHOTOS, A 
BARCODE FROM 
THE MASTER é 
CONTRACTOR WE’ 
THAT IDENTIFIES . ; P, ITE 
OUR ASSIGNMENT, = , 
AND THE “GLASS 


BADGE” THAT 
MEASURES 
OUR RADIATION 
EXPOSURE FOR 
AN ENTIRE MONTH. 
1 T VIVIDLY 

THAT'S DAY TWO. REMEMBER 
THE LIGHT 


RAIN WE 
HAD THAT 
MORNING. 


Gray Dosimeter: Tatsuta, Kazuto 


I WONDER 


WE MET UP AT JV 


Crash ae Sprang kL 


WHAT THE SS] TODAY TO FINALLY 
CREW CHIEF k GET SOME JOB 
1S LIKE. TRAINING FOR 
WORK AT ICHI-F 
(SOME CALLED IT 


THE ¢ COURSE). 


This was my first 
meeting with Mr. 
Ogawa, whom | 


50 YOWRE 
WHO ARE WE'RE WITH Taal 
COMING KUROMORI worked with at 
CONSTRUC- the rest area 
Reels TION. NICE 
= CHIEFS OF 
TATESHIBA 


TATESHIBA 


THEY TOOK US 
THROUGH THE 
EQUIPMENT 
SETUP AREA, 
BUT YOU'VE 
SEEN THIS 
ALREADY. 


T'D 
RECOMMEND 
TRYING A 
DIFFERENT 
ONE EACH 

DAY UNTIL 
\ YOLU’VE USED 


ONLY 
HERE, 
ALONG 
ROUTE 6. 
THE REST 
ARE JUST 
PLAIN OFF 


ALL BEEN 
UNTOUCHED 
SINCE THE 


OMY AMEE: i 
TOMIOKA =f hi 
UP 4 


y y, 
WLYALLVELL. VLEET 


TRUST ME, 
IN FACT, : THERE ARE 


MR. OGAWA SPOTS FAR MANY OF 


wy: 3 


it pf, 
Hh 
Mh 


WHEN YOU SEE 
THE RESTRICTED 
ZONE EVERY DAY 
YOU GET USED TO 
IT, BUT THE FIRST 
TIME WAS A REAL 


4 


is) 


STi 


aan 


HERE 1S AN WY Gam THE ICHI-F ff SZ 


EVACUEE. 
HIS HOME 


is THOSE 


SISTA Aad, a 


WHOS 


HAVE BEEN ZZ 


‘ ati 


THERE’S 
NOBODY 
WALKING 
AROUND 


, H/] 
A 


7 
Wit 


be 
i 


THE LIGHTS 
AROUND HERE 
AREN'T ON 


WE PUT 
ON OUR 
FULL MASKS 
BEFORE GOING 
INTO ICHI-F, 
BUT DUE TO 
THE RAIN, IT 
WASN'T AS 
HORRIBLY 
MUGGY AS IT 
WOULD GET 


x 


wt 
is 


va 
fy 


er 
ate eeed, 


fa 
ve 


S = % 
CSE 
12 
ate 
d p. 


i} 


Ss 
; 


AHA! 
WE'RE , \ 
a : I GET THIS 
FINALLY : nt + QUESTION A LOT, 
: ‘ BUT IN OUR CASE, 
IT WAS MORE 
OF A SENSE OF 
SATISFACTION THAT 
WE'D FINALLY MADE 
IT AFTER SUCH A 
LONG WAIT. 


me 
CHAIN 


eM 


ee 


— 


\\, The Tanks of waste water 
NN —_ 


LOOK AT 
ALL THOSE 


: Ka 


$0 THAT 
WAS THE 
CHILDISH 
EXTENT 


OF MY 
THOUGHTS. 


Don't know what 
“/ that means yet 


ANTI- 
QUAKE 
BUILDING, 


WE VISITED 
OUR WORK- 
PLACE, THE 
REST AREA. 


THERE’S NO 
ROOM FOR 
A NERVES 

4 | OR PATHOS 

WHEN THE 
CAR IS FULL 
OF RAUCOUS 
LAUGHTER. 


THAT BAD 
TOSS YOU 


HERE YOU 
GO, POINT- 
EIGHT. STAY 


TATESHIBA 
WAS OFF 
WORK 


IF YOU EVER 
TELL A JOKE 


AGAIN, TLL 


THAT DAY, 


WILL GIVE 
YOU SOME 
SURVEY 
PRACTICE. 


WATCH OUT, 
THIS RAIN IS 
IRRADIATED. 
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FOR 
BEING ALL 
MEN, THIG 


—= 


WE HEAD TO THE 


m4 REC CENTER REST ['S 


“I AREA TO PRACTICE 
] MEASURING RAD 
LEVELS. 


RECREATION 
CENTER. 


QS 


AN 
NN 
\ \\ 


\ 
yh) 


RAINED 
ON AND 


\ YOU'LL START 


BALDING. 


ONCE THE 


UNDERWAY, 
ICHI-F 
HAD BEEN 
DILIGENTLY 
CLEANED 
FOR SAFETY 
PURPOSES. 


THIS IS THE 
DOSIMETER. 


CHANCE TO 
PRACTICE 
WITH THE 
a TOOLS. 
yy Lats] HOWEVER... | 


It’s always buzzing a bit 3 The higher the range gets, 
the less sensitive the reaction 


CONTAMI- 
NATION. 


\ 


. XN 
THE REC CENTER GETS LOTS OF 
\LOW-EXPOSURE WORKERS. 


WE'D HEARD | 


HANG ON, | E 
THEN. T’LL ‘ah : ; RUMORS 
SHOW YOU a 2) THAT THEY 
WHATA gi oo PURPOSEFULLY 
POSITIVE E LEFT THE 
: / RANGE WIDE 
A OR OTHERWISE 
TWEAKED THE 
MACHINES, SOT 
DECIDED TO ASK. 


UE i: a |] Ra! 


Boots from a SA site cl 
= x ( 


SEEMS LIKE 
A PRETTY 
CLEAR 
: REACTION. 
S Pr. 
S 
J f pA. 


SO THERE YA 
GO. IF THERE’S 
ONE THING 
YOU GOTTA 
DO RIGHT, IT’S 
THE SURVEY. 
OKAY? 


SEE? WE GOTTA 
TAKE OUR TESTING 
VERY SERIOUSLY 
AROUND HERE. 


SEEIN’ 
PLENTY 
OF ACTION, 
TRUST ME! 


WHOA...ALL 
I SEE IS 
YELLOW. 


WORD 
AROUND RO TOPIC OF 
ONAHAMA fi ~~ CONVER- 
SAYS YOU ff SY SATION IS 
CAN'T 
GET IT UP 
ANYMORE! 


OR DIRTY 
JOKES. 


PERHAPS 
THIS SIGHT 
OUGHT TO BE 
MY ANSWER 
WHENEVER 
I GET 
ASKED THE 
QUESTION, 
“WHAT DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
MOST ABOUT 
YOUR FIRST 
DAY AT 
ICHI-F?” 


NORMAL, 
EVEN. 


BUT 


OF COURSE, Re 
THAD MY ’ . one 
DOUBTS AND =—~€ 
LAUGHING 
ANXIETIES — f y/ . pea 
BEFORE 7 GOT ; Owe eeu 
HERE, AND : 
IF IT LOOKED \ ay a aN Tories, 
REALLY BAD, 7-7 pear) \ | aS 
was prepare “oN \ oe ; Di Patras 
TO HIGHTAIL IT aN \ ee etal) 
BACK HOME. EE’ ((N Wr 


l 
| 
a 
HW 


Y'KNOW THE 
ONE THING T 
DON'T LIKE? THAT 
ONE KID FROM 
THE MASTER 
CONTRACTOR. 


OF COURSE, 
IT PROBABLY 
HELPS THAT T 
CAME IN A FULL 
YEAR AFTER 
THE CLEANUP 
STARTED, AND 
THINGS SETTLED 
DOWN A BIT... 


HE BARELY : 
EVER SHOWS UP ; ae OF COURSE, 
TO LOOK FOR my 3 WHEN 
HIMSELF, BUT 
HE GIVES US ALL} way MORE 
THESE CRAZY } THAN US, AT 
ORDERS. j 


IT’S VERY 
OBVIOUS 
WHEN YOu 
THINK ABOUT 
IT, BUT ONCE 
T SAW IT WITH 
MY OWN EYES, 
TI REALIZED 
JUST HOW 
BIG THE GAP 
WAS BETWEEN 
REALITY AND 
THE IMAGINED 
SITUATION 
FROM THE 
OUTSIDE. 


THE REAL 
WISE GUY, 
YEAH? 


ONE O' THESE 
DAYS T'M 
eG GONNA DRAG 
BIGMONEY. |_| |l  Gatnee, HIM TO A REAL 


THEY AIR 
THEIR 
GRIEVANCES. 


HOTSPOT AND 
WATCH HIM 
SQUIRM! 


IN MOST CASES, 
THE CONDITIONS 
AT ICHI-F WERE A 


TO ME. (WHICH 
PROBABLY TELLS 
YOU HOW MUCH 

THE BAD IMAGE IS 
SPREADING OUT OF 
CONTROL...) 


WHICH IS 
PRECISELY 


“snodabuep Asda $1] “aseq S31 Ye sjada] WoeIpes YBIY AjawiasyXa sWOS suJeZUOD 49EIS 7-| HUN aU), 


THAT? 
THAT'S THE 
STACK FOR 


Normal reaction 


ISN'T THIS 
MASAYUKI 
YUHARA? 


S$ HEAD 
BACK FOR 
TODAY. 


ui 
= 
bt 
us 
= 
oO 
D 


MIGHT GET A 
LET’ 


x 
,e) 
ie) 
part 
wa 
us 
D 
ie) 
ax 
.S) 


Ve ae 


= laa ae, 1. Z SJ 
Cd 


CG e522 = 


SSN 


| 


Like drops} 


of silver / 
down my 


Loves classic folk songs 


Ohh, see 
how lonely 
she looks / 

walk- 
ing along 
without an 
umbrella... 


A aR 
HAH 
co) fy 
ew ME. 
CLE 


| want to call 
out and stop 
Z| her / my heart 
EVERYTIME I as Al cries out to do 
IT HEAR THIS so / but when 


Enea ie | stop and turn 

IMMEDIATELY around / her 

REMINDS ME | oid back fades 
OF ICHI-R ff into the rain at 


the corner... 


cu 


—— \\i 


| Ny) Wa 


1 CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
YOU LIKE 
THIS OLD- 


FOR SOME 
REASON, THERE'S 
BEEN A MASAYUKI 
YUHARA CD STUCK 

IN THIS CAR’S 
PLAYER FOREVER. 
WE LISTEN TO THE 
SONGS ENDLESSLY 

ON OUR TRIPS TO 
AND FROM ICHI-F 


LET 4 ree SSS 
Eee “aN 2 ja 


: sae WITH THE 


WAY THE RAIN 


\ WAS FALLING 


AGAINST 
THE CAR 
WINDOWS ON 
THAT VERY 
FIRST DAY, 
THERE WAS 
AN EERIE 
AND VERY 
AFFECTING 
RESONANCE 
WITH THE 
LYRICS OF 
THE SONG. 


| 


The rain has 


Wy 
4 


hy I \ 
Ce 


(oo) to 
matt Nh 
7 Td 


Sd Deel by 
Ye 


9 


CHEZ 
ae 


Reps 


» | at SO THE 
a7 ef JN IMPRESSION I WAS 
/\ LEFT WITH AFTER 
MY FIRST DAY AT 
ICHI-F IS VERY 
CLOSELY TIED TO 
THE AMBIENCE 
CREATED BY THE 


| 


Lo 


ETDERER NIEHS, 


RAIN AND THIS 


(P31 GORROWFUL SONG 
4 HE, es H 


A memory 
of the 
distant 


\) LTHINKT 

yy _ CAN PLT 
TOGETHER A 
VERY GOOD 


TENS RAO LE IT 


att 
it i 


rif 


nyu Atanas ay 


AS IT LOOK UP AT 
THE SPARKLING 
LIGHTS OF TOKYO AT 
NIGHT, GLEAMING IN 


THE RAIN, I THINK 
BACK TO THE PLACE 
THAT GENERATED 
ALL OF THAT 
ELECTRICITY. 


DISTANT 
PAST... 
Le 


A 


me, : 
ae oA } f { 
i Ai Gy VIN : \\ 
AE: Ly MM SSS : SSS SSS 
y AS My SSS SN 
LIVE gOS SESS The container over Unit 4 in 2014S 
a | SS Ihey're extracting fuel now! — 
—— ee 
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EXTRA STORY: IWAKI'S WORKING POOR 


S TOTALED AT 


Ka wilh KUROMORI'S 
ie | J| Pay GETS 
, (™ B . Za | A 


‘ THE END OF 
S THE MONTH 
a AND PAID 
OUT AT THE 
END OF THE 
FOLLOWING 


vs 
CALCLILATED 
'T ALREADY, 
SOI KNEW 
THIS WAS 
COMING, 
BUT... 


HERE YOU GO. Ke: 
FILL OUT THE Real THANK 
RECEIPT. YOu, 


WE 
WERE ON 
STANDBY ALL 
THROUGH 
MAY, EXCEPT 
FOR A FEW 
DAYS HELPING 
AT A NORMAL 
CONSTRUC- 
TION SITE. 
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SUBTRACTING 
HOUSING AND 
MEAL COST, 
THAT ONLY 
LEFT ME WITH 
14,560 YEN. 


LPR 


BORROWING 
| PLENTY OF F- 


GIVEN THE WAY THIS 
PLAYED OUT, IT TOOK 
THREE MONTHS OF 
WORK JUST TO BE 
ABLE TO AFFORD AN 
ORDINARY LIVING. 


Sheet: Kazuto Tatsuta (May) 


; : Koriyama: Housing = 12,000, Meals = 9,100 
Thankfully, they did cut us a deal on housing. Thanks! Y rake Housing ad (500) = 4,000, Meals 6 (350) = 2,10 


THAT WASN'T 
ENOUGH TO 
SURVIVE ON, 
$0 IT HAD 
TO BORROW 
A BIT FROM 
THE NEXT 
PAYCHECK 
TO MAKE 
ENDS MEET. 


LITERALLY f- 
WIND UP f 
WITH 
NOTHING. f 


You 
MANAGED 
TO PULL IN 


A BIT MORE WE EACH HAD OuR 


OWN SITUATIONS 
AND HOPES, BUT 
THIS IS THE DAY 
YOu REALIZE THAT 
THERE'S NO WAY 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
SAVE UP OR BE ABLE 
TO SEND MONEY 
BACK HOME. 


IT'S FUNNY, 
FOR HOW 
LITTLE WE'RE 
GETTING, YOU 
DON'T FEEL 
SATISFACTION, 
YOu JUST FEEL 
MISERABLE. 


50 WHY DO 
YOU BOTHER 
WITH CASH 
THESE DAYS, 
RATHER 
THAN DIRECT 
DEPOSIT? 


WELL, YOU 
HAVE A 
POINT... 


HE OBVIOUSLY 
DOESN'T USE 
DIRECT DEPOSIT 
BECAUSE THEN 
HE HAS TO PAY 
TRANSACTION 
FEES. 


WELL... 
BECAUSE 
YOU GET THE 


SATISFACTION | 


OF FEELING 
THAT MONEY 
IN YOUR 
HANDS! 


GOOD WORK, 
GENTS. LET'S 
SEE ANOTHER 
GOOD MONTH 


NO WAY! CAN 
WE STOP BY 
THE BANK? I 
DON'T WANT TO 
TAKE CASH TO 
THAT CROWDED 


4a ot TRUE, 

IN A HOUSE 4 “| IWOULDN’T 
WITH OVER re soe) 7 PONY WANT TO 
TEN COMPLETE : : : LEAVE A FEW 

STRANGERS AND Y HED JUST 10,000- 

NO LOCKERS, IT }| _DEPOSITED | YEN BILLS 
TAKES A BOLD eam 4) THEMFOR US. HY UNSUPERVISED 
MAN TO LEAVE HIS J ; P| IT'S JUSTAN  ff{ IN THAT PLACE. 


VALUABLES BEHIND. g a EXTRA HASSLE. 


SE _ e 


BuTWe | 4 | ALL RIGHT, HOP YOU WIN, 
Dipwust [4 INIT'LL GOAND §| TLL GET 
GET PAID, | | Me MULTIPLY MY fy TO EAT 

60... // CASH ATTHE Af 


\ YAKINIKU. { THIS IS 
RACETRACK! . b WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN YOu 
GIVE CASH 
TO GUYS 
LIKE US, 


$0 YOU SEE, 
WE'RE NOT 
ONLY HELPING 
THE CLEANUP 
EFFORT, 
WE'RE ALSO 
STIMULATING 
THE LOCAL 
ECONOMY. 


TRANSLATION NOTES, PART | 


MAKOTO HIRATA, PAGE 60 

A fugitive of the infamous Aum Shinrikyo 
cult that was responsible for the sarin 
gas attack on a Tokyo subway in 1995. 
While nearly 200 members of the cult 
have been apprehended and brought to 
trial, a trio managed to stay at large for 
many years, and were often featured 
on wanted posters nationwide One of 
the three, Hirata, caused a stir when he 
turned himself in to police on New Year's 
Eve 20II, just minutes before 2012 began. 


WILL HELP 
THOSE 

AFFECTED 
BY THE 

DISASTER... | 


GOLDEN WEEK, PAGE 87 

A customary vacation week in the first week of 
May, due to the cluster of a number of official 
holidays, including Constitution Memorial Day, 
Children's Day, and the Emperor's Birthday 
for Emperor Showa (who reigned from 1926- 
1989). Because the holidays are so close, the 
custom of going ahead and taking the entire 
week made Golden Week become a de facto 
weeklong holiday for many businesses. 


AFTER THE ZONE RECONFIGURATION, 
WHEN KAZUTO TATSUTA FIRST 
VISITED THE STATION, THERE WERE 
STILL WANTED POSTERS UP FOR AUM 
SHINRIKYO'S MAKOTO HIRATA. THIS 
WAS MANY MONTHS AFTER HE HAD 
ALREADY BEEN APPREHENDED, SO 
IT FELT LIKE TIME HAD STOPPED AT 
THE STATION. 


| a THE “MONEY” SIGN, PAGE 83 


You may notice that some of the characters make a little 
circle with their thumb and forefinger when discussing 
financial matters. This is the colloquial Japanese sign for 
money, the equivalent of rubbing one’s fingers together. 
It's implicitly understood; in these cases the characters 
don't explicitly say "money" in the original Japanese, 
but merely refer to it as “this” in reference to the hand 
gesture (e.g. “my job's going to make me a lot of this!"). 


L). It's almost Golden Week, a weeklon 


ig holiday in the spring 
eS Pe 


Yee 


I’ve gota 
AND FINALLY, t irecLane your 
MORE THAN ote ° |] at the plant, iy 
A YEAR oriyama 20,000 yena || ates 
AFTER THE over the ’ day address. 
DISASTER, holiday ; 
AND TEN 
MONTHS 
SINCE T 
STARTED 
LOOKING 
FOR ONE 


OF THESE THIS 


ACTUALLY 


$SO0LIO! 


PACHINKO, PAGE 101 
A uniquely Japanese 


form of gambling Aa Ge Me . é STARTING THE 
that is similar to ‘ — oS WANDERED 
playing a_ vertical ——- eae <| SEEING sIGHTE 
pinball machine, only > eg, SEN Be stein 
using much smaller : ei. oy Me 


balls that are closer 
to ball bearings. Many 
modern pachinko 
machines are actually 
“pachi-slots” — that 
function as slot machines when the balls are guided to trigger spots that then spin the slots. The payout is 
more balls; these balls are then exchanged for a relatively meaningless trinket that can then be exchanged 
for cash at a nearby storefront run by the pachinko parlor (in all but name), thus circumventing the anti- 
gambling laws. 


POCARI, PAGE 136 

A popular, everpresent sports beverage in Japan, known by the slightly alarming name (to English speakers) 
"Pocari Sweat.” The cloudy white drink, which is said to replenish electrolytes, has a very mild citrus flavor 
and somewhat resembles a lighter, watery Gatorade. 


Pull this cord 


We called this “Pocari,” but | don’t know if the contents are actually that product. It tasted the same, though. 


FILL TODAY 
SO IVE 
STILL GOT 
TIME. 


~, Ags Tul 
AROUND : 3 : SESE 
THIS TIME, 3 = : as OME 
IF THE is ; ep 


MORNING PATROL... 
REFUELING WENT 
QUICKLY, 
I WOULD TAKE 
LITTLE TOURS 


AROUND 
ICHI-F 


High-exposure and sensitive areas are off-limits, of course. 193 
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spel me TAN 


THAT YELLOW 
THING IS 
GONE NOW. 


ri ‘Containment Vessel 


Ae p (PCV) lid 


UNIT 4 WAS 
UNDER INSPECTION 
AT THE TIME OF THE 

DISASTER, SO THE LID 
OF THE CONTAINMENT 
BUILDING AND 
PRESSURE VESSEL 
WERE REMOVED 
AND PLACED ON THE 
OPERATING FLOOR 
CWITH THE SPENT 
FUEL POOL). 


e 


.,Only Reactor Pressure Vessel 


POP islettige a 


SUCH A 
VISIGLE 
LANOMARK 
THAT ITS 
REMOVAL 
REALLY 
GIVES YOU 
A SENSE OF 
PROGRESS. 


REMOVAL OF 
DEBRIS CONTINUED 
AT UNIT 4, THEY 
WERE ABLE TO 
USE A CRANE TO 
PULL OUT THE 
CONTAINMENT LID 
ON AUGUST 10TH, 
LEAVING ONLY 
THE PRESSURE 
VESSEL (RPV) 
LID LEFT. 


MAN, I WISH I 
COULD’VE TRIED | YOU DON'T 
HOISTING THAT | HAVE THE 1S WHY I 
THING WITH THE Eee SE / cam WANT TO 
: WORK ON- 


SITE AND aay : 
EB 


CLEANING 
CREWS 
AROUND 
THIS TIME, 


S 
S$ 
| 
i 
| 
t 


Sign: Watch Your Head 


WITHOUT 
THE TIME 
TO RELAX 
ANDDO 
ert = ae ~) GOMING TO 
BUSINESS | i ICHI-F JUST 
INTHE fy 
MORNING, 
THE 
FLUSHING 
TOILET AT 
THE REC. 
BUILDING 


em 


LOOK WHAT MY 
LIFES COME To: 
PUTTING AWAY 
STRANGERS’ 
UNDERWEAR... 


HEARD 
LAUNDRY, TEETH- a R 
CLEANING, TAKING 3] GRINDING ; IMAGINABLE f 
OUT TRASH, LIKE THAT J.J Leet poor 
THE NIGHTTIME ff . x fi ff j “* TP AMPLIFIED. IF 
SNORING, : Rak ce SOME TUNE 
TEETHGRINDING, |j NS } DION’ 
MUTTERING... THEN ; 1s j . Ss See econ: 
‘Heres | ex Vy Pet) ee 
. : - sec F : L 
FRIDGE SPACE, prmea h. | 2 Pe VL, 
TV CHANNEL 
RIGHTS... 


meme & 
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T KNEW IT 
WOULD BE 
BAD, BUT 


WE 
STARTED 
GETTING 

PAID AT 
LAST IN 
LATE JUNE, 
BUT IT GOT 
CANCELED 
OUT BY 
OUR PRIOR 


ENOUGH 
a. 4 OF THAT 
RIGHT, i 
I'M 
GETTING COMP- 


THE é ANY! 
HELL Na 

OUT OF e 

THERE! £ 


AROUND 
AUGUST, 
WE FINALLY 
CAUGHT UP 
WITH OUR 
ADVANCES 
AND HAD 
ALITTLE 


MAN-IT'S 


SOME- 
THING 
TO WORK 
WITH. 


RAN vaca MENON 


FEE cldeaadll 


GOT 
ANY GOOD 
WORK OR 
RENTAL 
LEADS? 


COMPANY 
You 


TALK TO. 


WELL, I GOT 
WORK BOTH 
AT ICHI-F AND 
ELSEWHERE, 
BUT IF YOU 
LEAVE THAT 
COMPANY, 
YOU WON'T 
HAVE A ROOF 
OVER YOUR 


BASICALLY 


OR MIDSIZED 
SUBCON- 
TRACTORS 
AROUND 
IWAKI WERE 
COMMUTE- 


SOLUTIONS 
FOR 
LODGING. 


AH, 
NOPE. 
YOU WON'T 
FIND ANY 
APARTMENTS 


DIFFICULT 

TO FINDA 

PLACE IN 
IWAKI. 


Rate) Ce ee | 2 a 


hii WE 
“a ase L 


fi = MOST OFTHE, 
a ~ HAVE A FLOODS 
7 PEOPLE FORCED= oF ADJACENT== _OF OUTSIDE 


= THEIR HOMES IN % 
#70 EVACUATE DUES TOWNS LIKE 
THE QUAKE AND Tru-TO THE ICHI-F xg HIRONO 1. oe 


i [roenpomen) PIDACCIDENT CAME DECIDED TO! 


NOT: ook =< 
ul HOUSING FOR 78 
WORKERS LIKE &! She ALL OF THEM 


2<US/COMING IN = e 
FROM ALL OVER P= Seen ESPECIALLY Sy 


pee ie Wig tig NO IWAKI... ~~ ~ PACK UP. tN i ft Y OMT I | 


ys 


pen 


BUT THE 


IT CAN'T 
WORST 
BE HELPED PART IS 


THAT A 
" THAT SOME 
SHORT-TERM, OF THE 


UNSTABLE : LANDLORDS 
ARE 


ACTUALLY 
CONTAM- 


I'M 
AFRAID ACTUALLY, 


WE CAN'T 


ee DRIVE IT 
ALL THE 
WAY THERE. 
AND THE 
VEHICLES 


NOT 
RENTING 
VEHICLES 


GET 
TESTED AT 
J-VILLAGE 


I 
E 
x 
I DON'T 5 
THINK ABOLIT ; 
IT AT ALL ON bh) TIMES LIKE 
A REGULAR Mi THIS THAT 
GREATER- BASIS, BUT HT WISH THERE 
THAN- EXPERIENCES y| WAS MORE 
ZERO LIKE THIS ri COMMON 
CHANCE ARE A HARSH || KNOWLEDGE 
OF REMINDER OF RADI- | 
CONTAM- THAT SOME ATION AND 
INATION, SEE US RADIO- 
SO... AS DIRTY, ACTIVE 


TAINTED. MATERIAL. 


i— 2 


I CAN'T I'M NOT 
BELIEVE GOING TO IMT 
THAT. IT’S PULL THE TO He " 
UNFORGIV- “WE'RE GOOD LIVING, 
DOING BUT EVEN 
THIS FOR STILL, THIS 
FUKUSHIMA’ IS PRETTY 
CARD, BUT... 


‘ae 


eS 
SS y 


” a 


THEN DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT 

IT! WORK, 
HOUSING, 
CAR—-T'LL 

TAKE OF ALL 

OF IT FOR 
YA! 


THE TYPE WHO 
EXHIBITED 
LEADERSHIP 
AS A YOUNG 
DELINQUENT, SO 
DESPITE BEING 
YOUNGER THAN 
US, HE HAD A 
CHARISMATIC 
AND CARING 
NATURE. 


HAVE ANY 
DECENT CARS, CHEAP 
SECOND- 
HAND STATION 
WAGONS, 
THAT WOULD 
. BE GREAT. 
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T’LL LET 
IT GO FOR 
100,000 


50 WHAT 
ARE YOU 
WELL, 
GONNA DO IFT CAN'T 


WITH THIS 
FIND A PLACE 
THING? TO LIVE, I 
FIGURE AT 
LEAST T’'VE 
GOT SPACE 
IN HERE. 


YOU'RE 
REAL DUMB, 
PAL! T LIKE 


THIS IS 
ACTUALLY 


W 
PLANNING 
AT THE 
TIME. 


\ Cee 


Sadly, | never ended up needing his help 


JV'S OPEN 
24 HOURS A DAY 
AND IT'S GOT 
BATHROOMS. 
FOR BATHING, 
THERE'S THE 
YUMOTO HOT 
SPRINGS. 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
THIS?! 


jbuizewe sJayem ayy “ynoqe Mouy 
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HEY, IT'S 
A FIXER- 


LET'S RUN TAKE IT 
OUR OWN SERIOUSLY. 


sreapae ESTABLISH- / 
CONSISTED a : 


OF WORK 
AT ICHI-F 
STARTING IN 
THE EARLY 
MORNING, 
THEN HOUSE- 
HUNTING IN THE 
AFTERNOON. 


SOME 
OTHER fo% 
LOCAL —4\ fide ..ALL OF 

WORKERS || (Ni Yee THEM NEEDED 

HELPED GET Ka 1 Bsesaae ne MAJOR REPAIRS, 

US IN TOUCH : eS : AND AT THE 

WITH OTHER Sater! | || TIME, IWAKI HAD 
PLACES, . oe ia A SHORTAGE OF 

WHICH WAS 2 HANDYMEN AND 
GREATLY ili bile OY L CONTRACTORS. 
APPRECIATED, Hu poet ; | KUL 


BUT... 


MANY REPAIRS 
ARE NEEDED 
DUE TO QUAKE 


I'VE 
HEARD 
THAT SOME 
PEOPLE ARE 
ON A YEAR- 


IF THEY 
WERE IDEAL 
FOR LIVING, 

THEY’D BE 
RENTED OUT 
ALREADY. 


DAMAGE, AND 
NOW THERE’S 
A HUGE WAVE 
OF NEW HOME 


LONG 
WAITING 
LIST FOR 


CONSTRUCTION. WW \ ROOF 


REPAIRS. 


IF YOU CAN 
JUST HANG 
ON A LITTLE 
WHILE, T’LL 


Can't leave until we have a place to live, so timing is crucial 


JUST ribs 
ae eee THIS ONES 
STILL LISTED. 
WORRY, QUICK, 
(EVEN THOUGH 

WE DON'T PLEASE. THERE'S NO WAY 
INTEND TO 

THEY ACTUALLY 


JUST WALK 
OUT ON HAVE A JOB 


OUR 


I COLLECTED 
INFORMATION AT 
THE LOCAL HELLO 
WORK AGENCY. 


Sassauisng asayi Jo sow Mou, Apeady 


OUR OWN KUROMORI 
CONSTRUCTION HAS 
A LISTING: 20,000 
YEN A DAY, JUST LIKE 
WHEN WE JOINED 
UP. 


tl 
Guy who got | 
gathered up | 
and kept on |’ 


| 


standby |! | 
PEOPLE AND a & \ A |, 
KEEP THEM le | 
ON STANDBY 
AT THIS 
DORM 


THEY SAID 
IT WAS 
DECONTAM- 
NEW FACES 
\ STARTING 


YOU DON'T 
LISTEN, . KNOW WHEN 
TAKE OUR WORK WILL 
ADVICE: LEAVE START, AND IT 
AS SOONAS =} | WON'T PAY WHAT 
YOU CAN. THEY LURED 


\ HE PROBABLY 
IF ANYONE ASSUMES THAT IT’S 
ELSE MOVES IMPOSSIBLE FOR A 
IN, I’M LABORER TO GET A 
7h LEAVING. : ROOM ON HIS OWN 
" = IN AN UNFAMILIAR 
CITY. 


AT THIS 


POINT, WE QONT 
TE TAG COUNT US 
WILLPOWER. OUT! 


a ~ Ass pe WV ee 
= = i ea il. wl f 
. * 4 Ss 


IN THIS 


NO, I THINK 


CASE, I'M 
WILLING TO ls ected 
LOWER MY | BE GES COULD Pay | 


RENT ON 
HIS OWN, 
50 OUR 
| DECISION 
3 HAD TO BE 
4, ej UNANIMOUS. 


STANDARDS 


¥ 


ASN 


| Se 


ARE 
YOU GUYS 
KIDDING 
ME? MAKE 
UP YOUR 
MINDS 
ALREADY! 


He’S BEEN 
SHOWING 


AG an = 


H-HELLO. 
YOUR 


HUSBAND'S WwW 
REALLY BEEN ese al THIS 
GOING OUT ONE? I'M 
ON A LIMB FRIENDS 

WITH THE 


MN BM, LANDLORD 


| 


Two bedrooms (120 and 80 sq. feet), separate bath and toilet 


THE BUSINESS, // ey 
LET'S GET y 
SOMETHING 


NOT BAD... YEAH. 
(I FEEL LIKE CTHIS IS A 
THE FLOOR 

iS TILTED, 

THOUGH.) 


IT’S NICE. 
CIF THERE'S 


WE CAN'T 
ACCEPT 
THAT! NOT 
AFTER YOU 
JUST SWUNG 


210 


WELL, YOU 
CAME FROM 

SO FAR AWAY 
TO WORK HERE. 
T CAN'T STAND 

THE THOUGHT 
OF YOU LEAVING 

WITH A BAD 
TASTE IN YOUR 


EVEN 
THOUGH IT 
WAS JUST AN 
ORDINARY 
CHAIN 
RESTAURANT, 
T VIVIDLY 
REMEMBER 
THIS PORK 
CUTLET 
BEING THE 
BEST I'VE 
EVER 
EATEN. 


GET ALL THE 
EXTRA RICE, BUT WHY 
| Miso our ANo ARE YOU 
bp CABBAGE You GOING SO FAR 
v) > WANT. OUT ON A LIMB 


WE DON'T 
WANT ANYONE 
THINKING THE 
PEOPLE OF 
FUKUSHIMA 
ARE COLD AND 
UNCARING. 


OH... 
WE'VE 
ALREADY 
LEARNED 


Sign & Banner: Ripe Tonkatsu 


THA “| MORE 
THE FIRST [27 Le IB CABBAGE, FS 
STEP TO SS ae #ROUG 
FINDING A | THROUGH 
: MEETING 
<4 MANY KINDS 
OF PEOPLE 
THAT WE 
SURVIVED 


PERSONAL | | IN FLUKU- 
RELATION- 


A OF OA a 


WOW, THIS 
IS A CHEAP 
LAUNDRY 
MACHINE! 


THE LEASE, 


MOVING... 


DON'T 
USUALLY 
SIGN YOUR 


50 AROUND 


| LATE ALGUST, 


THREE MEN 
FROM THEIR 


IF WE JUST 

\\| BUY A SCREEN, 

K WE CAN ATTACH 

EX | IT TO THE FRAME 


OF THE PAPER 
DOOR WITH BIG 
STAPLES! 


Visible from outside (especially at night) 


THEY CLEARLY 
DIDN'T THINK 
THAT WE'D EVER 
SUCCEED IN 
LEAVING. 


IT’S WEIRD, BUT 
IT'LL WORK! 


.. BEGAN LIVING 
TOGETHER IN AN 
APARTMENT 
WITH SLOPING 
FLOORS, NO 
SLIDING PAPER- 
SCREEN DOOR, 
AND NO CURTAINS. 
(BUT WE DID 
HAVE A SCREEN!) 


tecsoctesre nap 


IT’S NOT 
THAT EASY. 
THERE'S AN 
UNSPOKEN 
RULE THAT 
YOU DON'T 
HEADHUNT 
OTHERS AT 

THE SAME 


There's a 
gentleman's 
agreement 
about this 


Wow, 
THAT'S WHAT 
THEY QUOTED 


BUT.,.T 
SUPPOSE 
I CAN ASK 
AROUND. 


WHEN THE 
TATESHIBA 
REST AREA 
WAS OFF 
FOR A DAY, 
WE WOULD 
GO TO THE 
RECREATION 


BUILDING TO 


HELP OUT. 


| ee a ee a 7 aT 


WORKERS 
OF 
VARIOUS 


SEE YOU 
ALL THE 


TIME! TATSUTA! 


YOU'RE 


HEY, IT’S 
THE TATSUTA YOu! CIN A 


MANNER OF 


: : FAC 
UP EVERY : Scr SPEAKING) 


} 
Y 


EERE O ‘4 ‘ é ) NO wav! 
EE EA oO at Bi ! 
OTHER fv Bee 7 YOU'RE SO 
WEARING . & FIGURED! / SUAVE! 
FULL MASKS, | \ > E 
60 WE DON'T 
ACTUALLY GET 
TO SEE EACH 
OTHERS’ 
FACES. 
(WHAT ARE 
WE, MASKED 
WRESTLERS?) 


WAT LL 


z 


WE MIRACULOUSLY 
ESCAPED THE 
DORM, BUT OUR 
SEARCH FORA 
BETTER JOB WAS 
GOING NOWHERE. 
ESPECIALLY MY 
PERSONAL REQUEST, 
WHICH WAS FOR A 
HIGH-EXPOSURE 
WORK SITE. 


Ss 


_ SEPTEMBER 2012, 
OTHE AUTUMN |" 

“BREEZE BROUGHT. 
"> A MAJOR 
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CHAPTER 8 


) 


DID . : 
YOU HEAR = THE UNIT 
ABOUT THE | 9 ; 3 WORK IS 


UNIT3 Ff N CANCELLED 
CRANE? IT ‘ S\ f ANEOR 


— ore ees 

a eee a, 
—— ( ‘, yy CZ e 
eal |) Mo 


i) ee | 


a 
= a 
4 


eS 


. 3 
\\ a WZ 


fae 


a, 

= ee , 
ins Fane tll _ {mai 
= KA 


~, 
a ey 


GOING TO 


TATESHIBA! 


} 
| 
i 
a 


EVEN 
BAD 


SENSE 

IN ICHI-F 
INFORMATION 
CAN MAKE ITS 
WAY AROUND. 


THERES 
NOTHING 
WRONG WITH 
THE CRANE... 
$0 WHAT WAS 
THAT STORY 
ABOUT? 


S0 


SOMEONE 


S 
HAS TO GO 


ml 


a 


FROM THE 
REC BUILDING 
TO REFUEL 


5S] 
oi 
oo wi 
—NO 
Leake 
no, 
wee 
eae 
Fad 
1) 


EVEN WHEN 
NO ONE" 


Us 
fas 
os 
us 
a 
us 
eis 
as 


RUNNING, 


ITS TRUE 
THEYRE 
NOT WORKIN 


219 


TEPCO reported this on the news when | got back home 


THE TRUTH 
WAS THAT AN 
UNMANNED >\\ 
CONSTRUC- Ke 
TION 
MACHINE 
ACCIDENT- 
ALLY 
DROPPED 
SOME 
RUBBLE 
INTO THE 
FUEL POOL 
WHILE 
CLEARING 
IT OUT. 


' 
h 
N 
i 
s 
a 
k 
> 
4 
b 
ii 
, 
4 


THIS WAS 
PARTLY WHY 
I WANTED TO 
WORK AT THE 
SITE ITSELF: 
TO GET 

CLOSER TO 

THE TRUTH. 


adi, 
ol 
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| 


ITG HARD 
ENOUGH FOR US 
IN HERE; IT'S NO 

WONDER THAT 
FALSE RUMORS 
ANP STORIES 


OUTEIDE, aw 


Pst 


A COMPANY 
PRESIDENT I 
KNOW SAYS 
THAT IF YOLIRE 
REALLY 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT THIS, 
HES GOT 
SOMETHING 


FOR YOu. 


REALLY ?/ 
GREATS 


IT'S 
DIFFICULT 
TO GET AN 
ACCURATE 

PICTURE OF 
CONDITIONS 
OUTSIDE OF 
YOUR OWN 
STATION, 
EVEN AT 
THE SAME 
PLANT. 


SWITCHING 
JOBS IN 
ICHI-F GETS 
SERIOUS, IT 
HAS TO BE 
CARRIED 
OUT IN 
SECRET. 


INDIVIDUAL 
THINGS TEPCO WORKER, AT THE 


GET { IT MIGHT REST AREA, 
AB ENERGY LOOK LIKE FOR EXAMPLE, 
{ THE CHAIN WE MIGHT ALL BE 
CD TECHNOS OF UNDER THE SAME 


AFFILIATED PRIMARY 


{ 
COMPANIES AND INITIAL 
ae SUBCONTRACTOR, 


\ iS BUT AFTER THAT 
GH INDUSTRIES A ee ouR EMPLOYMENT 
RANCHES OU 
1) CONSTRUCTION SO THAT WE'RE 
ALL TECHNICALLY 
WORKING FOR 
DIFFERENT 
COMPANIES. 


KUROMORI CONSTRUCTION (ALIAS) 
Lol 
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AND 
THESE 
BUSINESS- 
ES AREN'T 


THE CHAIN— 
SOME ARE 
CLOSER TO 
THE TOP, 


KUROMORI CONSTRUCTION 
(SENARY SUBCON.) 
TAKE-HOME DAILY PAY 
¥8,000 


THEY 
DON'T 
SUBCONTRACT 
EVERYTHING; 
SOMETIMES 
THEY ORDER 
WORKERS 
FROM BELOW 
TO FILL OUT 
DUTIES THAT 
THE COMPANY’ 
OWN WORKFORCE 


I'VE GOT 
THIS JOB 


COMING IN. 


AB ELECTRIC 
(TERTIARY SUBCON.) 
TAKE-HOME DAILY PAY 
¥16,000 


THIS ON FOR 
15,000 
\ YEN. 


T MUSCLE 
ITS WAY HIGHER, PROBABLY 
BECAUSE THEY WERE BASED 
FURTHER AWAY IN KORIYAMA, 
NOT IWAKI. 


In this case, 
he not only gets 
the middleman 

fees, but his 
own earnings 


BUTT : ] TAKE IT 
CAN ASK 1 WPTHE 
AROUND. H CHAIN 

TO YOUR 
PARENT 
COMPANY 
INSTEAD... 


IN THIS EXAMPLE, XX INDUSTRIES IS THE QUATERNARY SUBCONTRACTOR 


AND YY CONSTRUCTION IS THE QUINARY AT WORKSITE A, WHILE THEIR 


PLACES IN THE CHAIN ARE REVERSED AT WORKSITE B. 


YOU WILL FIND 
THAT THE SAME 
COMPANY CAN 
BE BOTH ABOVE 
AND BELOW YOU 
IN DIFFERENT 
WORK 
ASSIGNMENTS. 
CWITH WAGES 
SCOOPED OUT 
APPROPRIATELY, 
OF COURSE.) 


BY THE TIME YOU GET TO THE BOTTOM LEVEL, MOST 
OF THE PAY IS ESSENTIALLY ABOUT THE SAME. 


50 
THERE'S 
ALWAYS 
RECRUI- 


RUE A ae 


IN THIS 
SENSE, EACH 
QUATERNARY ,_b, QUINARY = SENARY COMPANY 
» 20,000 ¥15,000 ¥10,000 KIND OF JUST 
ni, GOES WITH 
we »s THE FLOW, 
WITH THE 
"5.000" "5.000. LOWEST RUNG 
, ON THE JOB 
IN CHARGE OF 
SUPPLYING 
THE ACTUAL 
e v’ LABOR. 
“TAKES OUT ‘TAKES a rwope i 
¥6,000 ¥6,000 YY CONSTRUCTION 
SENARY QUINARY QUATERNARY 
¥10,000 ¥16,000 ¥22,000 


Te] 7 


GIVEN THE 
COMPLICATED 
TANGLE OF 
PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS, 
CROSSING THE LINE 
AND REVEALING 
THAT YOU'RE 


PLOTTING TO SNEAK 
PEOPLE AROUND 
BEHIND OTHERS’ 
BACKS WILL GET 
YOU KICKED OUT 

OF THE AREA, 
I FOUND OUT. 
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oad at Receree 

rg THAT THE 

ta alld Work @ MANY-LAYERED 
7 SUBCONTRACTING 
MATTER IS . — yy SYSTEM IS ‘ 
THAT YOu : : 


=f : ‘ PROBLEMATIC, 
CAN'T GET ES ~ = BUT IT’S HOW 


ACTUAL : : EIN IN 
BS an . Seg 34 fs uP 
here a sew: : EFFORTS. IT " 
Coed | ‘ ‘ ENSURES LOCAL PF 
WITHOUT So & era HIRING AND : 
KNOWING Semel A ee PROPS UP THE 
THE Hy may ee ECONOMY 
LOCALS. —, om 


AONE, OT LL AT 


iOS: 


ereeeeesrncannnuein 2 


THAT'S NAME’S 
NOT TO TATSUTA. I 
SUGGEST GOT YOUR 
THAT THE INFORMATION SO ALL 
SYSTEM IS FROM MR. THAT WE 


IDEAL, BUT LOW-LEVEL 
YOU CAN SAY WORKERS 


THAT ABOUT CAN HOPE 
ALMOST ANY TO DO IS 
PLACE IN MOVE ONE 
JAPAN. (IT’S COMPANY 
JUST THAT PAE UP THE 
THERE ARE 
TOO MANY 
LEVELS AT 
ICHI-F..) 


NO, I WOULD AS WELL, 
PREFER HIGH- ; 
HIGH-PAY. DIFFERENT cman Pa YOU IF 
FROM THE fais P 
SOMETHING 
OTHERS. 4 1 = COMES IN. 
WE'LL BE 
ABOUT 
TERTIARY 


WE'RE 
GOING TO 
MEET WITH 
THE MANAGER 
OF XY 
INDUSTRIAL 

TODAY. 


WE INDIVI- 
DUALLY 
BARGAINED 
WITH 
VARIOUS 
COMPANIES, 
AND 
WOULD 

4 GOAND 
MEET WITH 
THEM AS 
A GROUP 
IF NECES- 
SARY. 


NE i 
JAE EE! TAL CAVEAT “WS 


a — 2, 


MUONS 


NV 


WE HAD 
MANY SUCH 
QUIET 
MEETINGS 
WITH PRESI- 
DENTS AND 
MANA- 
GERS AT 
SMALLER 
SUBCON- 
TRAC- 
TORS... 


COME WORK 
FOR US, WE 
CAN PAY YOU 
A BIT MORE 


SS MESS HE 


HOW ARE 
WE SUPPOSED 
TO QUIT OUR 
CURRENT WORK 
IF WE DON'T THE LAST 
THING WE 
WANT TO 
DEAL WITH IS 
UNEMPLOYMENT. 


Ta sae 

YOu IN ONCE WE 

THINGS GET A CONTRACT, 
MOVE FAST SO MAKE SURE 
AT ICHI-F, ; YOU HAVE THINGS 

$0 IT WASN'T SET UP TO LEAVE 
POSSIBLE YOUR CURRENT 
TO GAUGE 


THE PROPER 
MOMENT 


TO TRANS- 


GA YT A 


GOING TO 
QUIT BY 
THE END 
OF SEP- 
TEMBER. 


UNDERSTOOD TWAS ALGO 
THAT ASLONG = J\ a : OPTIMIST 
ASTGAVETHEM |. ~? | THAT NOW | 
NeserTwo, §=6 POONA PLACE TO LIVE, 
WEEKS, THE = J) AN B A SHORT STINT 
COMPANY COULD fy. Sf CE ak | WITHOUT A JOB 


NOTLEGALLY [QR VA LG ~~ 
KEEP ME ee Ve Eh i KILL ME. 
THERE. ; 


EE OER LTRS 


| POSITION 
H INICHIR.. 


Avoiding high-exposure’sites so 
~ they can continue working longer. 
sit ——— 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, WE 
WERE PUTTING 
ON A BIT OF 
AN ACT TO 

ALL PARTIES 
| AROUND US AS 
WE NEGOTIATED 
A CHANGE OF 
SCENERY. 


vit 


THEY'RE 
TOURING ALL 
STATIONS TO 
ENSURE THAT 

WE'RE 
FOLLOWING 
TBMKY 
PROCE- 


THE TBM I| & | IT MEANS 


j 


STANDS FOR| im sf Gs IDENTIFYING 
“TOOL BOX ! 2 AND | 
MEETING,” | | DISCLISSING |] 
Ce] ano KY 1s F DANGEROUS | 


FOR K/KEN i ; AREAS AND 
YOCHI, OR ! 


“DANGER WAL 
ANCL |] DURING THE | 


" / i PRE-SHIFT 
PATION. x yi MEETINGS 


IN THE 
MORNING. 


$0 WHAT 
WE'RE GONNA 
DO |S DECIDE 
WHAT WE'LL 
TALK ABOUT 
DURING THAT 
INSPECTION 
AND 
PRACTICE 
IT. 


MEANING 
WE'RE GOING 
TO...PUT 
ON ALITTLE 


SaXogjoo} UO punose Guryys a4,am ay] aq 02 pasoddns 5,1) 


50 THEY YOU'RE 
JUST HEARD IT ASSUMING 
ON THE GRAPEVINE? WE THE POINT Te Ne 
OBVIOUSLY TEPCO OF THE PICTURE IS 
LEAKED THE INFO INSPEC- THE ACTUAL 
THROUGH THE TION IF PURPOSE. 
MASTER IT'S NOT ‘ 
CONTRACTOR A Sur- 
TO MAKE SURE PRISE? 
WE'RE 


PREPARED. 


THEORIES. 
LET'S FIGURE 
OUT OUR 
LINES! 


You 
IDIOT...OKAY, 
FINE. HOW 
| DO WE DEAL 


OF OUR 
WORKERS 
HAVE NEARLY 
SLIPPED ON 
THE SWEAT 


SOUNDS 
ABOUT 
RIGHT. WHAT 


WOULD SAY 
WHAT, AND IN 
WHAT ORDER. 

WITH THAT 

SCRIPT IN 
HAND, WE 
PRACTICED 


OKAY. 
ANYONE 
ELSE WITH 

NY 


OBSER- 
VATIONS? 


I'VE SEEN 
PEOPLE NEARLY 
TRIP ON THE 
STEP IN THE 
CONNECTOR 
HALLS. 


IS THERE 
ANYTHING ee 


ee 


I'VE 
DONE MANY 
OF THESE 
INSPECTIONS, 
BUT THE 
TBMKY HERE 
T TH 


TATESHIBA 
REST AREA 
IS EASILY 


Very relieved that it worked 


BUT 
WE 2/0 
ENACT 
MANY 
OF THE 
SAFETY 
RECO- 
MMEN- 
DATIONS 
WE 
RAISED. 


SILLINESS 
WORTH 
IT, I 


ON TOP 
OF THAT, 
PART OF 

THE REASON 

WE COULD 
LAUGH 
ABOUT THIS 
1S THE FACT 
THAT THE 
REST AREA 
IS ONE OF 

THE SAFEST 

PLACES 


AND HERE! 
THEY'RE 
HOTSPOTS, 
SO STAY 
CLEAR! 


HERE, 
RELATIVELY 
SPEAKING. 


BETTER 
LISTEN 
UP, OR T’LL 
WHUP YOU 
UPSIDE YOUR 


SAFETY- 
PREPARED- 
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IN THAT 
CASE, I'LL GET 
SOMETHING 
READY FOR 
YOU $0 THAT 


NOT TO 
SUGGEST THAT 
THE PRAISE 


OUR TEPCO YOU CAN 
GUEST GAVE US SWITCH IN AS 
EMBOLDENED SOON AS 


YOU QUIT. 


US, BUT WE 
CONTINUED 


OUR CLEVER 
ACTING AS 
WE MANAGED 
OUR JOB 
NEGOTIATIONS. 


80 YOU'RE 
HEADING 
IN WITH 
THE HIGH- 
EXPOSURE 


—~ 


LN 


eo 


2) a ee 


IF THEY 


STILL HAD 
KAMIKAZE T GUESS 
FIGHTERS, YOU'D WE'RE BOTH 
BE THE FIRST IDIOTS WHO 
TO SIGN UP. ACTUALLY 
AMI 


WRONG? 


a FATA 
232 Mr. Akashi was a former SDF soldier who joined Tateshiba after discharge. Right after the Ichi-F accident, 
he got an assignment transporting materials to the site. (See Chapter 5) 


BUT EVEN 
THE “FRONT 
LINE” HERE AT 
ICHI-F DOESN'T 
INVOLVE 
ANY KIND 
OF SUICIDE 


THANKS hi, 
of 


DON'T NEED 
TO BE 
CAREFUL. 


THIS POINT, } 
I FELT MORE 
EXCITEMENT 
TOWARD MY 

NEXT JOB 
THAN ANY 
WORRY 
ABOUT THE 
FUTURE. 
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THANKS wy = 
FOR ALL hah Be > SY |] with My 
OF YOUR f™ a 11] REMO- 
VAL, T 
NEEDED 
TO TAKE 
A WBC 
SCAN. 


NORMAL. 


IS 


CONTRAC- 
TOR. 


a 


THE 


HOWEVER, 


HANDBOOK THE TOTAL 
CONTAINS BEING ADDED 
ALIST OF UP BY THE 

EXPOSURE APD IS 

READINGS FOR VIRTUALLY 
EACH MONTH THE SAME AS 
OF SERVICE, THE GLASS 

AND THEY BADGE'S 
DON'T MARK VALUE, SO IF 
THE OFFICIAL IT’S A RUSH, 
NUMBER THEY CAN 
DOWN UNTIL WRITE DOWN 
IT GETS THE APD 
READ FROM TOTAL AS A 
THE GLASS PROVISIONAL 


NUMBER. 


Top L Corner: Reading Period 

Top Bar: Effective Levels 

L Column: Provisional Level, Pre-service 

R Column: External Exposure, In assessment 


234 This takes about a month 


T'LL NEED 
MY HANDBOOK 
FOR THE NEXT 
JOB, SO IT'S 
UNNERVING NOT 
TO HAVE IT IN MY 
POSSESSION, BUT 
AT LEAST THIS 
MEANS PARTING 
WAYS WITH 


WE BUTTED 
HEADS DUE 
TO OUR 
PERSONAL 
NEEDS ON 
MULTIPLE 
OCCASIONS, 


ADMIT THAT 
THIS COM- 
PANY WAS 

ALSO 

VICTIMIZED 


TRACTING 
SYSTEM. 


TAKE CARE 
OF YOURSELF 
OUT THERE. 


i 


sg BORIS Na e 


DEPICTED 
THEM AS 
VILLAINS IN 
THIS BOOK. 
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THAN THIS 


ig 
H 
3 
| 
ONE. : 
; 


(aie 


ZZ 


—— 


=e me cy ee PN j seis o as 
ae tr Tal, fe Zh, Fokus gece ae ARE Se am 
/ bo ak a i oS Ree es 
J \ s \ \y BES \ ‘\ ; 
a UE Li xu, i pees y, | are has airs age ey, 
efile ims Nght Oe Aaa as Ne 
eee WS ANG yas i Prat <a 


I 
THOUGHT 
IT LOOKED 

BAD IN 
IWAKI AND 
MINAMI- 


SOMA 


T TOOK 
A TRAIN 
AND A 
CONNECTING 
BUS FROM 
SENDAI TO 
ISHINO- 
MAKI. 


j 
4% 
j 
x 
4 
% 
, 
‘ 
i 


= 


<r 


ere 
SOY 


¥. 


SX 
be 


2 
f\ 


TA 
A 


ANY 


KS S if y) j ‘ 


us 
We 


Ni 


NY 


SY 


\ 


7) x ¢ ~ 
OK 


PAT ME 


LEFT 
HUMBLED BY 
‘ THE UN- 
IMAGINABLE 
DESTRUC- 
TION OF THE 
TSUNAMI, 
AND THAT 
WAS ONLY 
WHAT I 
COULD SEE 
WITHIN 
WALKING 
DISTANCE OF 


| 


w 


aBe| THE STATION. 


fia} 
WTA 


AAEM MOAI 


SEAS ESS te 


SS 


4 
Ai <= 
—_ =. 
or 
Ss 
Tx 


hy 


IN 
FUKUSHIMA, 
ITE EASY 
7O ZOOM IN 
ON WHATS 
HAPPENING 
AT ICHI-F.., 


aad . ‘ 
=p x 
fi ry i ‘ 


St bff. AN 


Ah, Mr. Tatsuta! We’ve 
got a job offer. Can you 
TATSUTA come in tomorrow? 
SPEAK- 
ING. 


SQ 


: 


(yrs 


SS 
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Yes, just 
come to the 
office. I'll 


see you 


ANOTHER 
LAST- 
MINUTE 
CALL...BUT 
ITS WHAT 
LI WANTED. 


Used to things being sudden 


| hear you’ve 
been removed. 
Your handbook 
came back to 
the office. 


<< 


Fi) 


BUT IT MUST 
APOLOGIZE— 
IVE TAKEN A 
JOB ON-SITE 
WITHA 
DIFFERENT 
COMPANY 


That’s too bad. 
Well, we've got 
your handbook, 
so come on 
in and get 
it. 


T STILL FEEL 
VERY SORRY 
ABOUT LEAVING 
THE COMPANY 
THAT OFFERED 
ME A JOB AND 
GOT BACK MY 
RADIATION 
CONTROL 
HANDBOOK, 
BUT IT WAS 
THE BEST 
CHOICE FOR 
ME. 


NEW 
PICTURES 
AND GOT 

ANEW 
WORKER ID 
AND ENTRY 

PASS. 


THOSE WHO 
HAVE ALREADY 
TAKEN THE a 
AND b EDUCATION 
COURSES DON'T 
NEED TO VISIT THE 
LECTURE HALL 
AGAIN, BUT I DID 
HAVE TO TAKE A 
LESSON IN “SPECIALIZED 
RADIATION CONTROL” 
AT THE MASTER 
CONTRACTOR'S 
OFFICE DUE TO THE 
DANGEROUS 
ASSIGNMENT. 


You feel more nervous with a small group 


THEN THE 
MASTER 
CONTRAC- 
TOR OF 
THIS WORK 
SENT ME A 
NEW GLASS 
BADGE AND 


THIS WAS A 
PRACTICAL 
COURSE GOING 
OVER THE 
EQUIPMENT 
AND PROCE- 
DURES WE 
WOULD USE 
RIGHT AT THE 
WORK SITE. 


IN PRACTICE, 
THIS WAS MORE 
LIKE A TUTORIAL 

AND PLANNING 
MEETING ABOUT 
THE JOB, AND 
TRANSITIONED 
PROMPTLY INTO A 
PRE-WORK 
CONFERENCE. 


SS eee 


FINALLY 
SET FOOT 
ON THE 
SITE WHILE 


THIS WAS || 
WHERE 


IT WAS LESS THAN 
TEN DAYS SINCE 


CHAPTER 8 - END 


THE PEOPLE FROM THE SHOPPING DISTRICT OF 
HISANOHAMA WERE DEVASTATED BY THE GREAT EAST 
JAPAN EARTHQUAKE, AND THEY OPENED UP A TEMPORARY 
LOCATION ON THE GROUNDS OF HISANOHAMA FIRST 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AS OF SEPTEMBER 3RD, 2011. IT'S 
NICE TO HEAR THE SHOPKEEPERS' ENERGETIC VOICES 
WHEN YOU STOP BY. THERE'S A NUMBER OF BUSINESSES, 
FROM SALONS TO BARS TO FISHMARKETS, AS WELL AS A 
SALES OUTLET FOR PHOTOS AND DVDS OF THE DISASTER 
DAMAGE. 


ON HIS WAY HOME FROM 
"| WORK, KAZUTO TATSUTA 
* WOULD OCCASIONALLY 
STOP = HERE ~— AND 
DINE ON RAMEN OR 
POTSTICKERS NEAR THE 
ENTRANCE. IT'S ONE OF 
HIS FAVORITE PLACES T0 
VISIT IN IWAKI. 


THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME I SET 


EQUIPMENT 
FOR OUR 
PIPE CON- 


ES. 


hs 


ee 


ELE 
iL he 


DISPOSAL 
BUILDING 
ADJACENT 
TO THE 
UNIT 3 


eS 1) ee, 


REACTOR 
BUILDING. 


SO WE 
USE 
OUTSIDE 
GENER- 
ATORS AND 
SWITCH- 
BOARDS, 
HOOKED 
UP WITH 
AN EXTEN- 


AS THIS 
IS OUR FIRST 
STEP WE'RE 
SETTING UP 
POWER, TOOL 
STORAGE, A 
STANDBY AREA, 
AND WE'RE 
TRANSPORTING 
TOOLS AND 
MATERIALS. 


STARTS WE'LL 
HAVE THREE 
OR FOUR 
TEAMS 
OF WORKERS, 
BUT FOR 
THIS STAGE, 
WE HAVE ALL 
DOZEN-PLUS 
OF US HERE 


eae 


DISC GRINDER 


I THOUGHT 
THIS ABOUT 
THE SHELTER 
TOO, BUT IT’S 
50 ANNOYING 


THAT WE HAVE 
NOTUUST NO POWER 
LIGHTING. AT A POWER 


MC 


HERE, 
COME 
AND 
DRAG 
THIS 


2a : 
<b 
Sei 
i 
= 2 


INSIDE. ; AND ARGON GAS 

coer FOR THE WELDING 
Fi TOOLS. IT RUNS 
fal WELDING POWE 
pes DING POWER 
La Is) | _SuPPLy OUTSIDE 
F ee TO OUR WORK SITE 
h ARGON CANISTER INDOORS. 

A 8 NY Te 

Ls “= 


Fed y > 
A R> 2 ? 
iX aS Terence neal 


CABTYRE CABLE 


IT SAYS 
THE 
EXPOSURE 
LEVEL 
ON THAT 
SIGN. 


Sign: The atmospheric radiat 


Welder with engine set up outside due to exhaust gas 


AT THIS 
POINT, 
GETTING 
POWER FOR 
THE REACTOR 
AND TO COOL 
THE SPENT 
FUEL POOL 
WAS SO 
CRUCIAL 
THAT THEY 
COULDN'T 
SPARE 
EXTRA FOR 
ANYTHING 
ELSE. 


THERE'S 
A CABLE WITH 
BOTH POWER 


Rha re pea i 
2 Secret YS Se CPE 


WELDING TORCH 


INSIDE PAST 


ion here is 0.5 mSv/h 


“mou Aq pabueys sey siya 41 MOU 3,UOp | 


THIS SPOT HERE 
RUNS QUITE HOT, SO 
WHEN YOU NEED TO 

GO ON STANDBY AT 
THE SITE, GO HERE 
INSTEAD. 


CRUCIAL, 
$0 LET'S 


YOU HAVE 
TO FIT THEM 
TOGETHER 
LIKE THIS, 
S0 IN ORDER 
TO CUT DOWN 
ON THE ACTUAL 


ON-SITE TIME 
REQUIRED, 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO DO PREFAB, 
STARTING 
TOMORROW. 
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*Team member who measures radiation 


WHY, BEFORE 
WE START 
WORKING, 

TOOL STORAGE 
AND STANDBY 
LOCATIONS ARE 
SELECTED 
BASED ON 
TEPCO’S 
SURVEY MAP 
AND THE 
DATA COLLECTED 
BY OUR 
COMPANY'S 
MONITOR.* 


THERE'S 
LOTS OF 
STUFF TO 
DO BEFORE 
WORK, SUCH 
AS CONFIRM- 
as te la 

E 


WORKFLOW, ag 
INSPECTING S 
TOOLS, AND Sy, : 


PREFAB? 
WE'RE GOING 
TO BUILD... 
PREFAB 
HOUSING? 


= 


| 


DON'T BE 
AN IDIOT. 
WHY WOULD 
WE BUILD 
HOUSES? 


WHEN WE SAY 
“PREFAB,” WE'RE 
REFERRING TO 
THE PRACTICE OF 
ASSEMBLING THE 


IN SHORT, 
IT’S BEST TO 


PARTS ATA 


DIFFERENT 
LOCATION 
BEFORE WE 
ACTUALLY GO 
TO THE SITE. 


TOMORROW 
AND THE DAY 
AFTER WE'LL DO 
SOME PREFAB 
WELDING AND 
PT (WELD 
TESTING). THESE 
TWO DAYS 
WILL ALSO 
SERVE ASA 
PREPARATION 
PERIOD FOR 
SOME OTHER 


TACKLE EVERY 
STEP YOU CAN 
POSSIBLY DO 
OUTSIDE OF 
ICHI-F FIRST. 
THEY'VE GOT 
THE FACILITIES 
TO DO IT, 
TOO. 


THEN 
THERE'S ONE 
DAY FOR 
TRANSPORT, 
AND ANOTHER 
DAY FOR 
REMOVING 
PIPE BOLTS 
AND MARKING 
OUT THE 
CUTS ON 
THE PIPES. 


ie Welding 
Worker registration and : Transport to 
preparatory conference bil a ates work site 


(mn Woy 0 mea BA 


This chapter mostly covers this step 


Here now 


2 BEFORE WE 
ga START WORK, 

: oF WE'LL HAVE TEPCO 
paeeciges ] : oy STOP THE FUEL 
SAN EXTRA, ] pf POOL WATER 

a CIRCLILATION. 
eeu | < KEEP IN MIND 


CASE WE Ae sph 
NEED IT. THAT ONCE 


AFTER THAT, ae : 
; r Ye THIS STARTS, 
THE WORK a see 


ACTUALLY I  . 
BEGINS. " IS NO GOING 


WHEN 
SOME 
PEOPLE HEAR 
} “COOLING THE 
Gy LAI IN)/ WZ), wwe t FUEL,” THEY 
OKAY, TIME Wy dj WY, saree , . MIGHT THINK 
FOR AN ‘4b 2 phe, i fe) WS) ONTHE BY iB OF THE 
EXPL ANION. PULA ZZ SECA NGA cece lh I \ gO) N=] HELICOPTERS 
Heres KLEE IV AINE Ds : . a DROPPING 
REPAIRING AND I Za AAA OM | fax ee 7 AN WATER OR 
INSPECTING BY//, g MS a THE HIGH- 
ee DYN WY AG SW) Re Yh PRESSURE 
CIRCULATION ELNIZ ZZ VAN! y Ne / \ EOceE ee 
AND COOLING FRITS Seay SS 1 Su t, te BROADCAST 
SYSTEM FOR Bae NS os We Me Va 
THE SPENT [Sfocaa™s AN BN IN JUST AFTER 
FUEL POOL... Pimen  off J a ‘UN THE 


i ACCIDENT. 


Nicknamed | 
“the giraffe” \ \' Ay: 
_+| by former Trade M 
> Minister ban mii 

Re Hi 

» os =e 
ie 

4 | | 

ra. | 


nae 
ED | ly 

ig 

i Gx 


d 
; 
: 
3 
; 
Ss 


1 


i 
i 


a 


BUT DUE TO ITS 
TEMPORARY 


cs 
= 
| 
; 
AT ONE NATURE, THE fF 
POINT, THIS SYSTEM WAS 
SYSTEM WAS NOT IDEAL, $0 
IN CRITICAL FOR THE SAKE 
DANGER, BUT OF ADDED SAFETY 
AS OF THIS AND WORK 
POINT IN 2012, EFFICIENCY, 
THERE WAS A ‘ WE WOULD BE 
TEMPORARY — ADDING VALVES 
CIRCULATION 7. AND DRAIN 
SYSTEM THAT a : FEATURES, 
MAINTAINED ” AS WELL AS 
THE WATER OVERHAUL THIS VALVE INSPECTING THE 
TEMPERATURE. * (B a OLD PIPES. 
= 


z 
a 
+ vy 
“ 
4 
j 
§ 
i 
Zi 
dhl 
| 
a 
3 


ee 


1 an Se 1 teen ina 
SA lie cam. Ee SO | 
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NATURALLY, 
WE CAN'T 
WORK ON 
THE PIPES 

IF THERE’S 


IN OTHER 


CONSTRUC- Bs 
TION IT 
WILL HAVE 


THAT IT DID fy 

FOLLOWING |p 
THE / 
ACCIDENT. 


DOESN'T MEAN 
THAT IT’S 
PERFECTLY 
SAFE TO KEEP 
THE COOLING 
SYSTEM OFF, 
OF COURSE, 
50 WE 
ABSOLUTELY 
MUST 
COMPLETE 
THE JOB ON 
SCHEDULE. 


50 DURING 


THE $1X OR $0 
DAYS THAT THIS 
JOB LASTS, THE 


COOLING 
CIRCULATION 
TO THE 
SPENT FUEL 


POOL MUST 
BE STOPPED, 


AND THE WATER 
DRAINED FROM 


THE PIPES. 


BUT UNLIKE 
AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT, THE 
WATER LEVEL 
OF THE POOL IS 
STABLE NOW, 
AND THE HEAT 
OF THE FUEL 
BREAKING 
DOWN 
IS LOWER, 
50 THERE 
AREN'T 
THE SAME 
TEMPERATURE 
SPIKES. 


Seaeo O8 


RET ERTS, 


rset 


¥ 


SSAA IR ee 


50 WE 
CAREFULLY 
PUT THE 
ITINERARY 
TOGETHER 
AND MAKE 
SURE WE'RE 
COMPLETELY 
PREPARED 
FOR EACH 
STEP. 


a 


472521 ood ayy uy 4azem ay2 JOU ang 


Sign: Tobishi Denko Fukushima Branch 


td 
eS 


THIS 1S ON 


WE 


USE A 
METHOD fF S0 WELDING I 


| Pee 7 LEARNED 
a | | DURING THE 


COURSES. } 


_t = ak LEARNED 
BEFORE TO APPRE- 
I CAME TO bs CIATE THE 
FUKUSHIMA, Peed DIFF- 
T EARNED 6 Sey ERENCE 
QUALIFICATIONS ff ee BETWEEN 
IN VARIOUS Z GOOD 
SUBJECTS TO NS ok. 111 AND BAD | 
GIVE MYSELF Seen | WELDING, | *> /- 
A HIRING EDGE, 2 A\ IN MY OWN | soe 
LIKE HEAVY HLA AMATEUR 
VEHICLES, AL? ib» 
CRANE 
OPERATION, 
GAS WELDING, 
AND ARC 
WELDING. 


ee 


‘. 


pjam ay2 jo Aqyenb aya jja3 wes nod moy si! pue ,,’peag,, ay2 payer s| yzew Buypjam ayfj-aaem ayy 


OKAY, 
RUB OFF 
THE SLAG 
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IT'S 


BEAU- 

TIFUL! THIS 
BEAD IS 
A WORK 
OF ARTI! 


COULDN'T THEY 


HELP BUT MUST 
MARVEL AT HAVE TRUE 


| THE SKILL MASTERS 

mM OF A TRUE , OF THE 

3 PRO- CRAFT AT 
FESS- ICHl-FE 
IONAL. x 


OF COURSE, 
IT’S NOT 
FAIR TO 

COMPARE 
ARC WELDING 
OF THICK 


METAL PARTS 
TO THE 
PRECISION 
TIG WELDING 
OF PIPES. 


OKAY, LET’S 
PUT DOWN 
ANOTHER 
LAYER. 


FOR PARTS 
THAT REQUIRE 
EXTREME 
TOUGHNESS, 
A WELD MUST 
BE DONE IN 
SEVERAL 
LAYERS. 


THE PROCESS 
OF WELDING o 
ACTUALLY eel WE 
INVOLVES MANY a. 1! FINISHED 
STEPS, Aol | | UP THE 
WHICH IS WHY a | FIRST DAY 
IT'S SO IMPORTANT ai i | OF PREFAB, 
THAT WE TAKE CARE ro | |  SOTHE 
OF EVERYTHING eg i | || NEXT DAY 
WE CAN wrt it) tl WILL BE 
BEFOREHAND, yr | | a CHECKING 
GIVEN OUR LIMITED [>] | rif 
TIME TO WORK 
IN ICHI-F 


ee! 


J ae 
PEAS 


THIS IS YOUR WORK 
THE PENE- IS AS GOOD 
TRANT AS EVER, MR. 
TESTING, 1e) 
OR PT STAGE, 
WHERE WE 
CHECK FOR 
THE PRE- 
SENCE OF 
TINY CRACKS 


CLG my. = NEXT, 
YES, SIR. fee. YOU SPRAY 
TLL BO : A WHITE 
WHATEVER 


; POWDER 
OH NEE: ONTO IT. IF 


THERE 
ARE ANY 
CRACKS, 
THE RED 

WILL COME 
UP TO THE 
SURFACE 
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IF 
THERE'S 


YOU CAN 
TELL A 
COMPANY 
THAT DOES 
CRUCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION 
WORK TAKES: 
THINGS 
SERIOUSLY. 


OF COURSE, 
IT’S UNLIKELY 
THAT THERE 
WILL BE ANY 
CRACKS, GIVEN 
MR. ONO’S SKILL, 
BUT WE CANNOT 
AFFORD TO 
BE LAX ABOUT 
QUALITY 
CONTROL. 


THEIR 
STANDARDS 
ARE VERY 
STRICT. 


LOO Par A 
4 
OUR TWO-DAY KI 
PREFABAND 
PREPARING 
ALL OF OUR 
EQUIPMENT, 


\7 


NT 


Le 


TRANSPORT 
IT INTO THE 
BUILDING— 
THE SCENE 

THAT LED 
OFF THIS R 
CHAPTER. 


LL. 


Wi 


BRING IT IN AND 
SET IT DOWN 


ONCE 
DELIV- 
ERING 
POWER 
AND LIGHT 
TO THE 
INTERIOR IS 
FINISHED, 
WE START 
HAULING IN 
MATERIAL IN 
EARNEST. 


VORA TET EIT ETT TT 


STORAGE 
AREA IS 
NEAR THE 
WORK SITE, 
IN A SPOT 
WITH LOW 
EXPOSURE 


AND OUT 
OF THE WAY 


OFFOOT | - Beeeriy 
TRAFFIC. TE 


KIND OF EXCITING, 
ACTUALLY. LIKE I'VE 
FINALLY COME FAR 
ENOUGH FOR THIS 
THING TO COME IN 
HANDY! 


TIME TOO, 
IZUMI? 


I GUESS 
WITH THIS 


Even outside the buildings, 
there are places with 
about | mSv/h 


APD (ACTIVE 
PERSONAL 
DOSI- 
METER) IS 


THE DAILY 
SET TOTAL. 


WORK, BEFORE 
BEERS 


NUMBER AT 
THE REST 
AREA, 0.8 
MSV, AND 

MY APD 

HAD NEVER 


THERE'S A 
LIMIT TO AN 
INDIVIDUAL 
WORKER'S 
YEARLY ALLOWED 
RADIATION 
LEVELS, SO 
THE WORK PLAN 
NEEDS TO 
ELIMINATE ANY 
UNNECESSARY 
EXPOSURE. 


It's just under 20 mSv for almost all the companies 


OUR SHIFT 
TODAY WAS 
SHORT, SOT 
WAS STILL 
SET AT 0.8, 
BUT ONCE 
WE GOT 
STARTED 
FOR REAL, 
IT WOULD 
BE 18 
MSV. 


THAT'S WHY 
WE BRING IN 
EVERYONE 
TO DO 
SIMPLE 
STUFF LIKE 
TRANS- 
PORTING 
EQUIPMENT, 
SO WE CAN 
GET IT 
OVER WITH 
QUICKLY. 


‘Jeay | OS 1Q “SAaquunu J9461y UaAa aAey awos ‘ys0M pue are/d ayy UO Hulpuadag 


a 
S 


ll 


ill 


sw 


G 


FAMILIAR 
ENOUGH ees 
SHOULD'VE == ACTUALLY 
BEEN == TERRIFIED, 
COMPLETELY i DEEP 


AWARE OF DOWN?! 
HOW TIGHT 


mm 


ll 


ary i) tna 


mM 


ome, | 


) 


AND IT'S A 
BEGINNER'S 
MISTAKE TO 
PULL IT ON 
TOO TIGHT 

OUT OF 
FEAR OF 
INHALATION.* 


ee) 
ae 


OH, RIGHT 
I HAVE TWO 
TYVEKS ON, 
$0 I CANT 

ACTUALLY 
REACH THE 

INNER 


CAREFUL 
WHEN YOU TAKE 
YOUR FEET OUT. 

DO NOT STEP 
ON THE FLOOR! 
IT‘LL GET YOU 
DIRTY ALL AT 


7 WHOOPS, f 


HOLD ON. 


We do discard the socks too, though 


YOu 
WANT 
TO ROLL 
UP ANY 


J, CONTAM- 
INATED 
MATERIAL 
INSIDE 
OF IT. 


REMEMBER, 
ALL THE EXTRA 
LAYERS ARE 


IMPORTANT TO 


KEEPING YOU 
CLEAN AND 


AND 
TAKE OFF § 


MY FIRST 
TIME IN THE 
BUILDING WAS 
JUST 30 
MINUTES OR 
SO OF LOADING, 
BUT THE LAST 
DOZEN OR SO 
WERE SHEER 


or 
ths 
‘ 


ToRTuRE. | <\ _\ i Serr 
My, Pam it Fi 


ee RI 


“<n 
AS 


DAMN... EVEN 
MY UNDER TYVEK 
18 TAPEP DOWN, 
SOL STULL CANT 
AQJUEST IT 


lmino tk 


ay 
= 


IM TOO 

EMBARR- 
ASSED TO 
AOMIT THAT 

L HAVE A 
HEADACHE 

FROM 

TIGHTENING 


NO MATTER 
HOW MUCH 
YOU LINDER- 
STAND AND 
PROPERLY 
ESTIMATE 
THE DANGERS 
OF YOUR 
DESTINATION 
IN YOUR HEAD, 
YOUR HEART 
AND BODY 
ARE MORE 
HONEST. 


MY 

| RADIATION 
1] EXPOSURE [F 
1] FOR THAT 
| DAY WAS f- 
| 0.36 MSV. F 


MINUTES 
OF WORK 
GAVE MEA 
DOSAGE A 
FULL DIGIT 
HIGHER 
THAN A 
DAY AT 
THE 
SHELTER. 


Eight hours in the rest area gave me 0.03 mSv at the most 


CHAPTER 9 - END 


DON'T HAVE | ; 


s\ TO GET UP 
I SWITCHED 
TO A NEW 
ASSIGNMENT, 
BUT MY 
ROOMMATES 
ARE STILL 
WORKING 
SURVEY AT 
THE REST 
AREA. 


“ff 


THERE'S A 
BIT OF TIME 
BEFORE I NEED 
TO LEAVE, BUT 
GOING BACK 
TO SLEEP IS 
DANGEROUS, 
S0 THIS IS 
WHEN T ENJOY 
SOME COFFEE 
BEFORE 
DAWN. 


CHAPTER 10 


NOW THAT 
T’'VE MOVED TO 
CONSTRUCTION 
WORK INSTEAD 
OF MANAGERIAL 
DUTIES, MY DAILY 
SCHEDULE 
IS A BIT 
DIFFERENT. 


| CE a ee 


— 
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Se 


CHAPTER(IO: i 


PICKUP 
SPOT IS 
THIS 
LOCAL 
SUPER- 
MARKET. 


me SI SY 


Ta eeeatiiel 


H 
% 
bE 
‘ 
: 4 
a 


SAR AIGRRIRE ON WERE 


SAME SUB- 
CONTRAC- 
TOR, 
HEADING TO 
J-VILLAGE. 
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Ly 


a 


| 
: 


| 


l 


THERE'S 
A PARKING 
LOT FOR 
A MAJOR 
PACHINKO 
PARLOR 
THAT WE 
OFTEN 
USE ASA 
MEETING 
LOCATION. 


THERE 
WERE A 
NUMBER OF 
WORKERS 
WHO WOULD 
PARK THEIR 
OWN CARS 
HERE AND 
HITCH A RIDE 
IN THE 
COMPANY 
VEHICLE. 


eee anea etre 


my: 


i ea {LD WED 


$4 


i> 


alerted Ss 


IN TO PLAY 
SOME BIG 
ROUNDS OF 
PACHINKO, 
THE OWNERS 
WERE 
MORE THAN 
HAPPY TO 
LET US 
TAKE UP 
SPOTS 


(I'm only assuming this.) 


OLIN & 6 GY OE 


FN, Lae 
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WHAT [6 IT, 
TATSUTA? 


At this time, it was the newest machine out 


OH 
YEAH, 
WHEN YOU 
GET GOING, 


ROUTE 6 WILL 
ALREADY BE 
PACKED, SO 

LET’S TAKE 
SANROKU 
INSTEAD, 

SHALL WE? 


EITHER 


IT AIN'T 


THE NUMBER. 
WE MEAN THERE 
“SANROKU,” ARE THREE 
THE WORD MAIN ROUTES 
FOR THE FROM IWAKI e 
FOOT OF TO J-VILLAGE, — 
A MOUN- AND IN THE = 
TAIN, LIKE EARLY S- 
MORNING, =. 
THEY'RE ALL ~ 
JAMMED UP. Eh 


+ NOL 


EVEN 


STILL, I'M 
SEEING 
SO WE'RE IN ALOT OF 
FOR A BUNCH CARS ON 
OF TWISTS THE ROAD. 
AND TURNS UP 


AHEAD. 


A wie 
IT'S NOT Reo d Eoe wee, 
Just worKeRS Meter Store a een eee 
FOR ICHI-F; PRR ga TES THEY 1 DOING OUR 
THERE'S ALSO ers] ht fae Vie or ; NEVER if i §=PART BY 
THE HIRONO a a Nee oe EXPECTED Wes! ie < 
POWER STATION Fg er ONES “eee | THIS MANY Resenatiaee eines 
PAST Pol h Pad = 3 
AND OTHER LEON, sy} yes PEOPLE TO heim 
as os ee EVERBE | 
WORKERS. , ira fi jiyay | HERE ON A ARS 
THE RESULTING 7 BZ RAT | REGULAR 


TRAFFIC 1S 
WAY MORE A 
THAN THIS 


SSS 


LITTLE TOWN 
WAS MEANT 
TO HANDLE. 


SS 


— 


We 


*See Chapter 8. 


LET'S 
DOOUR = fj 
BEST 10 
MINIMIZE soe n.@YM AND 
THE INZ oh, Ay POOL ON THE 
Pd. JV CAMPUS, 
6O A FEW OF 
THE MASTER 
CONTRACTORS 
USE THEM AS 
CHANGING 
AREAS. 


6 Bey res 
Shs 


\ Ks 
\eS 


R. | 
SAKAMOTO’S 


HOME IS 
AROUND 
HERE, SO 
THE STATE 
OF THE 
LIGHTS IS A 
SIGN OF 
HOPE THAT 
HE MIGHT 
ONE DAY 
BE ABLE 
TO LIVE 
THERE 
AGAIN. 


TNE TATOO 


Eee ff eS 


Building: Kamata 


IN FACT, THE OPERATION OF 
THE TRAFFIC LIGHTS PROBABLY 
HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE 


LIKELIHOOD OF RETURNING. 

STILL, I FELT LIKE I CAUGHT 
A GLIMPSE INTO THE Seer a 

| MENTALITY OF THOSE FORCED 

Hs TO EVACLIATE FROM THEIR 


AS ALWAYS, 
WHEN WE GET 
TO ICHI-F OUR |} 


BORROWING 
AN APD. 


THE 
CIRCULATION 
HAS BEEN 
STOPPED SINCE 
YESTERDAY, AND 
THEY SHOULD 
BE CLEAR 
OF WATER 


IT THINK 

WE CAN 

DO THIS 
WITH THREE 


TEAMS ON 
ONE-HOUR 
SHIFTS. 


THERE'S 
ALSO AN 
INSPECTION 
TEAM AND 
OTHER 
COMPANIES 
IN THERE. 
PAY CLOSE 
ATTENTION 
TO GENERAL 
SAFETY. 


AND A 
MONITOR. 


CUTTING PIPE 
AND SHOOTING 
SPARKS, 
PUT DOWN A 
FIREPROOF 
SHEET AND 
KEEP ANY 


| INFLAMMABLES 
~| 


AT A SAFE 
DISTANCE. 


TODAY IT’S 
A THREE- 
MAN TEAM: 
VETERAN 
WORKER, 
ASSISTANT 
(ME), AND 
MONITOR. 


FLANGE =: 
(INTERMEDIATE PART) 


Sonn = ! 
2 SB | 
THERE vaiye C2 


ARE TWO 
PIPES WE'RE 
CUTTING FOR 

THIS WORK, 
A-LINE AND 
B-LINE, AND 

EACH ONE 

HAS TWO 

CUTS, FOR 

FOUR IN 
TOTAL. 


AND CUTTING, 


WHICH BOTH 
CAUSE LOTS 
OF SPARKS, 


YOU SOMETIMES 


WEAR THIS 
OUTFIT ON 
TOP OF THE 


TWO TYVEKS. 


THERE’S 
ALSO TWO 
HOLES TO CUT 
FOR THE 
DRAINS. 
MY TEAM'S JOB 
FOR TODAY IS 
TO MAKE THE 
CUTS FOR THE 
A-LINE, WHILE 
TEAM 2 CUTS 
THE B-LINE, 
AND TEAM 3 
MAKES THE 
DRAIN HOLES 
FOR BOTH. 


DRAIN VALVE 


THIS IS THE 
BIG DADDY 
OF SUPER- 
HOT ICHI-F 
PROTECTIVE 
WEAR. 


Package: Golden Egg, Resiton 


THE 
Disc 
GRINDER 
IS ALSO 
KNOWN 
ASA 
“SANDER.” 


THE SITE 
IS CRAMPED, 
SO WE HAD 
TO USE 
THE CUTTER 
(DISC 
GRINDER) 
RATHER 
THAN THE 
BANDSAW. 


STILL, 
THIS TOOL 
SENDS UP 

TONS OF 
SPARKS, 


50 WE HAD 


“1 TO BE SAFE 


WITH THE 
FIREPROOF 
SHEET. 


IT'SA 
USEFUL 
TOOL, 
BECAUSE 
CHANGING 
OUT THE 
ROTATING 
BLADE CAN 
MAKE IT 
| ELINCTION 
AS EITHER 
A GRINDER fh 


CUTTING 
THROUGH 
THE THICK 

PIPES 
REQUIRES 
CONSTANT 
SWITCHING 

OF THE 
CIRCULAR 
BLADES. 


I think we used around ten blades to cut the pipe in two places 


SLi 


WOOLY 


SS 


GIVEN THE 
RADIATION 
DANGER 
AND THE 
NECESSITY 
TO COM- 
PLETE THE 
JOB ON TIME 
AND WITH 
THE BEST 
QUALITY, IT 
ONLY MAKES 
SENSE THAT 


VETERAN 
DO THE 
WORK /8 

QUICKER 


L GUESS I 
UNDERSTAND THAT 
ASSISTANTS LIKE ME 
ARE NECESSARY FOR A 
VETERAN WORKMAN 
7O MAKE THE MOST 

OF HIS ABILITIES, 
EVEN IF ITS 
UNGATISFYING... 


WILL TAKE 
DECADES, 
BUT IT’S 
GOING TO 
BE TOUGH 
TO PASS 
ON ALL 
THAT 
VITAL 
EXPER- 
TISE. 


AS THE 
ASSISTANT 
TODAY, MY JOB 
WAS TO HELP 
REPLACE BLADES 
AND HOLD UP 
THE FIREPROOF 
SHEET, SO IT 
WASN'T ANYTHING 
VERY SIGNIFICANT. 
(I WANTED 
TO TRY OUT 
STUFF!) 


OUR JOB 
THIS DAY 
WAS SIMPLE, 
BUT WHEN 
IT COMES TO F 
PRACTICAL 
KNOWHOW 
FOR 
NUCLEAR 
PLANT 
WORK, I 
REALIZED 
q THAT WE 


cS LN] NEED OTHER | 


WORK SITES 


ASIDE FROM 

JUST ICHI-F 

TO MAINTAIN 
THAT 


THE MONITOR 
DOESN'T DO 
ANY DIRECT 

CONSTRUCTION, 
S0 WHILE 
WE'RE WORKING, 
HE WAITS 
IN A LOW- 
EXPOSURE 
AREA. 


TLL JUST 
BE ON CALL 
OVER HERE. 

LET ME KNOW 
WHEN YOU'RE 


IT'SA 
NECESSARY 
MEASURE 
BECAUSE IT 
MINIMIZES 
HIS YEARLY 
EXPOSURE 
TOTAL AND 
ALLOWS HIM 
TO WORK 
LONGER. 


TAKE THAT 
OUT TO THE 
ENTRANCE, 

AND T’LL PUT 
THE TOOLS AT 


I THINK 
WE’LL 
MANAGE 
THE INSIDE 4 : TO FINISH 
OF THE PIPE 
1S COATED 
WITH 
SLUDGE. 


This is typically pretty irradiated 


RUN OUT OF 
£XG| REPLACEMENT 
gos) BLADES, THERE 

4 ARE MORE 
Say AT THE TOOL | 
PPA STORAGE 


OOH! MR. 
TATSUTA! 


1 BUT AT THis : 
| POINT, T Fett f 
H MORE ; 
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IN 
THE REC 
CENTER, 
YOU ONLY 
GET 0.01 
MSV A DAY, 
$0 AWHOLE 
MILLISIEVERT 
IS ASHOCK 
TO THEM. 


™ It's usually the lower- 
= exposure workers who- 
report here, too_ 


BS 


MONITOR 
HAS TO 
MARK DOWN 
EVERYONE'S 
NUMBERS 
EACH DAY. 


saa ine & 


Our numbers are similar because we were in the same place all day 


\/ DANG, ITS 
PRACTI- 


FOR 
LUNCH! 


FINISHED 
MY WORK 
SHIFT, SO I'M 
STARVING. 


Carton: Rakuou Cafe Au Lait 277 


O)d3l 03 S1y2 Jodas Jsnw sJayJom ainsodxa-ybry 


Esa 1000ml IT'S GOTA 
‘ GOOD DAIRY 
Ea many sie | AY BMOOTHNESS. 

TURED | OPTIONS 2 RAKHOU |} | AN VEL oF GOTTA LOVE 
THIS CAFE AU SWEETNESS, THE SMOOTH 
BEV- cea LAIISA || | Cae MOUTHFEEL, 

ERAGE a PROUD DISTRIBUTED REFRESHING 

MULTIPLE STAPLE WITHIN AFTERTASTE 
OF FUKL- FUKUSHIMA AND RICH 
TIMES IN : PREFECTURE, 
ae ye | S, : i DOEENT COFFEE 
AND GOT 
T ‘z= GNITION 
SOME —— RE ATION: 
ENTHU- é w WIDE. 
SIASTIC = = 
COMMENTS 
ABOUT 
IT. 


aX ik ai "| 


Ss, 


‘ 


There's also “high 
cafe au lait” with 
more coffee = 


AA 
Ai 


As far as Tokyo goes, I've seen it on sale at the Shinjuku and Akiharabara JR stations, 
as well as the Fukushima goods shop in Nihonbashi and Yaesu. 


R HOW ABOUT 
loos cate fs EVERYONE FUKU-CHAN CAFE 
WHO LIVES IN AU LAIT? 
FUKUSHIMA IWAKI DRINKS 


PRODUCTS IN i“ : KIMURA MILK! 
THE WAKE OF : | 
THE Disaster, | PW, CREAM TREATEI 
THERE ARE MORE ft | zy 


AND MORE FANS 
POPPING UP. 
IT'S BECOME A 
SYMBOL OF THE 
AREA'S REFUSAL 
TO BE A VICTIM. 


Aizu Chuo Dairy-‘Aizu's Beko-no-Chichi” 
yEIE, > AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT, THERE WERE 
CRUEL RUMORS THAT 
THEY WERE MIXING IN 
DAIRY FROM OTHER 
AREAS TO REDUCE 
RADIATION LEVELS. IN 
GENERAL, THERE’S BEEN 
A LOT OF UNFAIR 
STEREOTYPING OF THE 
FOOD SAFETY FROM THIS 
REGION. THE FACT THAT 
3 ns : THEIR DAIRY INDUSTRY 
POSSIBLY ames Ve HAS REBOUNDED SO 
INTRODUCE — Soa : FIRMLY IS A TESTAMENT 
THEM ALL. eT (allt Gu TO THE HARD WORK OF 
Et S| | Ses THE DAIRY FARMERS 
AND THE COMPANIES’ 


ah STRICT QUALITY CONTROL. 
Ki sf I’M MOVED BY THEIR 
“inera Pastegrice EFFORTS! 
imura Pasteurized 
Cafe Au Lait= 


"Beko-no-Chichi Snow 


278 Matsunaga Dairy of Aizu” Yogurt 


“Ice Cream Buns” 


ABOUT GETTING 
SIDETRACKED 
THERE. ANYWAY, 
ONCE T EAT 
LUNCH, I TAKE 
A NAP. WE CAN'T 
GO HOME UNTIL 
TEAMS 2 AND 3 
FINISH ANYWAY, 
SO THERE'S 
NOTHING TO DO 
BUT SLEEP. 


THERE'S 
LOTS OF PREP 


THE SALARY 
IS HIGH DUE 
TO THE 
DANGERS 
INVOLVED. 


PLUS, 

T CAN ONLY 
WORK AT THE 
AMOUNT OF 
RADIATION T 
RECEIVED 
TODAY FOR 


LUCRATIVE 
IN THE 
LONG RUN. 


ONE HOUR 
OF ACTUAL 
WORK WITH 
A TWO-HOUR 
NAB ANDO ITS 
20,000 YEN 
A DAY? 
THIS JOB IS 
PARADISE! 


ig 


Unit 1 Unit2 = Unit3 = Unit 4 


WE HEAD ff 
FOR THE [ 
Exit, | 
WITH THE [I 
ALWAYS- F 
PACKED 
VEHICLE 


SURVEY 
ALONG 
THE WAY. 


Sas 


W HO in 


(Ses 


~~) 
BS 


N 


h 


a 
AY 


WS 


ONCE THEY 
CLEAR THE 


DIFFERENT Kee gs ours a BACK fem! 
ANGLE — — _ patie THROUGH f 
FROM 5 = = WON'T BE THERE- [eS fo 
USUAL, _ VISIBLE STRICTED HL} Deedes 
$0 THE : 

SIGHT IS 


280 The higher wreckage has been taken away, 
$o you can't see it from Chuo St. anymore 


VS ih 


as bad 


IT’S FUNNY, 
N-1 TO 1-F DIDN'T 
SOUNDS LIKE KNOW 
SOME KIND WHAT THEY 
OF STRATEGIC 
CODENAME. 


AND THE 
TRUTH IS, 
IT’S JUSTA 
ROUTE 
BETWEEN 
A PACHINKO 
PARLOR 


YOO 
DROS 
COMOX 
Be) 

Bed ISSKS2 SUNS 
BRARYLOVO 


801JJQ UOUaAatg-awl) “UbIs je21WVa, 
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The old name for the JR Iwaki Station fey) 


EXCUSE 


IT SEEMS | 
LIKE A 
PRETTY 
LUXURI- 
OUS DAY, 
BUT THE 


ACTUALLY 
WORK 
LIKE THIS 


CHAPTER 10 - END 


EARLIER IN THE BOOK IT WAS SAID THAT THIS STATION WAS 
OUT OF SERVICE, BUT AS OF JUNE 1ST, 2014, THE HIRONO- 
TATSUTA LINE WAS OPEN AGAIN. TOMIOKA STATION, WHICH IS 
THE NEXT ONE TO THE NORTH, 1S STILL CLOSED, SO FOR THE 
MOMENT, TATSUTA STATION 1S THE END OF THE NORTHBOUND 
LINE FROM IWAKI, THOUGH IT WILL BE OPEN ALL THE WAY 
TO TOMIOKA STATION BY 2017. CITIZENS ARE FREE TO WALK 
THROUGH THE AREA AROUND THE STATION TO HELP PREPARE 
FOR THE REPEAL OF THE RESTRICTED ZONE, BUT STAYING 


OVERNIGHT IS STILL FORBIDDEN. 


THE AUTHOR VISITED 
AT THE END OF 2014 
AND FOUND THAT THE 
VENDING MACHINES 
OUTSIDE THE STATION HAD 
POWER AGAIN, AND SOME 
CONTAINED BEVERAGES 
THAT AREN'T = SOLD 
ANYMORE. AND YET, THE 
POSTAL BOX OUT FRONT 
IS STILL COVERED WITH 
SHEETS. 


I WORKED 
AT ICHI-F 
FROM 
JUNE TO 
DECEMBER 
2012. 


CHAPTER Il 


THE 
FOLLOWING 


TO DEPICT 
MY EXPERI- 
ENCES 
IN COMIC 
FORM, AS 
A ‘MASKED 
| AUTHOR.” 


is done with 
a fine-point 
brush 


THE 
PRIMARY 
REASON TO 
HIDE MY 
IDENTITY WAS || 
TO NOT CAUSE | 
TROUBLE FOR |) 
THE COMPANIES |] 
AND PEOPLE F 
I WORKED 


ABILITY TO 
CONTINUE 
WORKING F 
AT ICHI-F 


CHAPTER II: | 
hi oe 
WORKER 


Mey * 
al aes ‘ 
= 3 
its 
- <P " 
Ee iia segs on A 
pistes OE aa = as 
= : SSF ie AM 
SS —s 
a 


REALLY DID 
| FLATTEN /T 


WE / UEC. 


io y 
: [| 
f ! __f\ cea 

| iS 
TAA 


iv =! 


rn i bh 
A | oe 


ford 


i: 


IT FANTASTIC 
MOST 70 BE ABLE 
OF THE 70 SEE THE 
! WRECKED PROGRESS 

THE i sire OF THE WORK 
UNIT 3 THAT WITH YOUR 


REACTOR : s = Loomep \N OWN EYES 


BUILDING \ 4 ~ ) =<] OVER THE LIKE THIS. 
HAS BEEN a ; YA BUILDING 


FUKUSHIMA 
DISASTER. 


You can see the steel construction platform set up here 


ATTENTION! | 
LET'S ; 


+ 
PAET, 
WCE 


29 


A YEAR : : : 
AND A SS F ACTUALLY 


HALF AWAY, esi | DEPICT IN 
ICH-F HAD SIN | sy 


CHANGED 


HOWEVER, 


TLL STILL 
BE KEEPING 
SOM 


UNDER 
WRAPS FOR & 
SECURITY 
PURPOSES, 
SO T‘MNOT F 
REVEALING 
CLASSIFIED 
INFO. | 


Using Twitter to avoid doing work 


ne 


Nice to meet you! 
Thanks for reading my 
comic. I’m very pleased 

that it’s meeting the 
approval of a local 
citizen. 


ASA 


MATTER 
OF FACT, 
7 THIS ISN'T THE 
Nice to meet you! FIRST TIME 
Sorry about DMing you out WE'VE MET... 


of the blue. | was surprised 


to see pictures of my area 
on your account. Can’t wait 
for more Iwaki pics! 


NATURALLY, 
IVE KEPT 


THE 
WITH MY 
THAT: tM INCREASED 
DRAWING PRESENCE : 
THIS ON THE INTERNET, 
COMIC A THIS MEANS 
SECRET I FEEL MORE 
FROM ALL AND MORE GUILTY 
MY LOCAL ABOUT WHAT I’M 
ACQUAIN- DOING. 
TANCES, NOT 
TO MENTION 
4 MY ICHI-F 
ASSOCIATES. 


REST AREA 
FIGURED 
IT OUT. 
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I’m sorry, | 
used you as ‘ 
amodelin 3 IF TEPCO 
my storys 777s CONTRAC 
TORS WERE 
REALLY, 
TRULY IN- 
TERESTED, 
HEY 


THAT 
WAS THE 
PART THAT 
WORRIED 
ME THE 
MOST 
ABOUT 
GOING 
BACK TO 
WORK AT 
ICHI-F 


TLL BE 


TAKING WHAT IF 
WHEN T 
FINALLY PHOTO. | THEY'RE 


DID HEAR f 
BACK ON READY? 
A PROMIS- | 
ING LEAD f 
AND FOUND 
MYSELF IN 
J-VILLAGE 
AGAIN 
DOING 
WORKER 
REGISTRA- 
TION... 


290 There are female employees at J-Village too 


AND DESPITE 
LETTING MANY 
SUBCONTRACTORS 
KNOW THAT 
I WANTED TO 
WORK AT ICHI-F 
AGAIN, THE 
FACT THAT 
I HAD NO 
LEADS FOR 
A YEAR AND 
A HALF WAS 
TROUBLING 
ME. 


ARE YOU MR. 
TATSUTA? COME 
IN THE BACK S0 
WE CAN TALK... 


AN. \ f 
a 


Pal, 
Sa aa, 


WELL, THAT 
MAKES SENSE. 


vo WAS 
WORRYING 
MYSELF 
TO DEATH 
UNTIL T 
FINALLY 
GOT MY 
ENTRY 
PASS. 


— y, 
Badge: Tokyo Electric WID (I-F) Tatsuta, Kazuto 


S0 WHEN 


ae See 
= Covered with a plastic layer to 
= SS 


AS LONG AS IM 
NOT DEPICTING 
ANYTHING 
THAT COULD 
JEOPARDIZE 
THE SECLIRITY 
OF THE 
OPERATION, 
IT vee T 


THAT 
DOESN'T 
MEAN I 
INTEND TO 
REVEAL MY 
IDENTITY, 
BUT IT AT 
LEAST 
RELAXED 
SOME OF 
THE APPRE- 
HENSION 
T’D BUILT 
UP OVER 
TIME. 


Lt 
SUPPOSE 
I CAN 
DRAW MORE 
PERSONAL 


OF ICHI-E 


L SUPPOSE 
THERES NO 
REASONA 
HUGE COMPANY 
LIKE TEPCO 
WOULD FEEL 
THE NEED TO 
EXPOSE A 
SINGLE LITTLE 
MAN LIKE ME. 


SOME 
EVENTS 


IT@L 
PROBABLY 
REVEAL ME 

TO MY FRIENOS 

IN |WAKL BUT /T 

WOULD BE SILLY 
\ JO KEEP THAT 


OUTSIDE 
OF MY WORK 
DURING THIS 

STINT AT 

ICHI-F 
WERE VERY 
MEMOR- 
ABLE, SO 
T’D LIKE TO 
TAKE THIS 
OPPOR- 
TUNITY 
TO DEPICT 
THEM. 


ATE ae 


VRE BW 
291 


J 


a a | a 2 ee 


WE DON'T CARE SOME MIGHT 
WHAT YOU WERE DESIRE A 
DOING IN YOUR MORE INCISIVE 
PRIVATE TIME! LOOK, BUT IT 
REPORT ON THE HOPE YOU'LL 
SHOCKING TRUTHS : ACCEPT THIS 
OF THE NUCLEAR STORY ASA 
INDUSTRY! GLIMPSE INTO 
THE AREAS 
THE DISASTER 
AFFECTED. 


PMSA EN SERS, 


HEALTHIER 
PURSUITS 


j 
a 


fp 


) 


TO WORKING 
AT ICHI-F 
AND FELT A 
BIT MORE 
COMFOR- 
TABLE, I 
TOOK THE 
PLUNGE 
AND VENT- 
URED ONTO 
THE STAGE. 


THIS GUYS 
INSANELY 
COOP. 


The flower 
of life / 
between the 
crests / of 
the waves... 


> 


NO 
WAY, HE’S 
SINGING E& 
TRADITIONAL ¥ 
ENKA 
SONGS?! 


be pe HEY THAT 
if etween i AS GREAT! 
AT PLACES , my } <S SN) (EXCEPT FOR 
LIKE THIS, e brother Vi THE GUITAR- 
VIRTUALLY | j AND OLD- i 
EVERYONE rp FASHIONED | 
PLAYS GUITAR, A 1  TRADI- 
PERFORMING igs rn TIONALS 
FOLK OR “ : i | ; 
ROCK 


COVERS, 
OR THEIR 
OWN 
ORIGINAL 
SONGS. 
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BY LEADING 
OFF WITH 
THIS, I 
WAS LUCKY 
ENOUGH TO 
EARN THE 
LOCAL 
MUSIC 
COMMU- 
NITY’S 
APPROVAL 
AND MAKE 
SOME 
FRIENDS 
OUTSIDE OF 
WORK. IT’S 
WHY I 
REALLY 
WANTED TO 
COME BACK. 


UE RRR ISS EEA Tl I TE SE HRM 


poze | 
ae 


STUDENT 
CHORUS HERE 
WINS NATIONAL 
COMPETITIONS 

NEARLY 
EVERY YEAR. LVS 
the’ 
x LP. 
OUTDOOR CONCERT IN 
i 


THAT I'VE 
MADE MY 
TRIUMPHANT 
RETURN 
TO IWAKI‘S 
EXCITING 
MUSIC 
SCENE, 
THERE'S 
ONE OTHER 
PLACE I'VE 
GOT TO VISIT 
AGAIN... 


Sign: Welcome to music city Koriyama, 
Vienna of the Northeast 


UNTIL T ACTUALLY 
VISITED FUKUSHIMA, 
I NEVER REALIZED 
WHAT A MUSICALLY- 
ACTIVE AREA IT WAS. 
THERE ARE AMATEUR 
MUSICIANS 
EVERYWHERE. 


IN THE FALL, 
TOWNS HERE 
AND THERE 
HOLD OUTDOOR 
MUSICAL 
EVENTS WHERE 
MUSIC ACTS 
PERFORM 
ON THE 
STREET. 


I'M 
BACK, 
IWAKI! 


ly. = 
: Wives . 


————— 


{8 Serene aE 


TEMPORARY 
HOUSING 
BUILDINGS 
AROUND 


thee | 


HERE ONCE 
TO SING, TWO 
YEARS AGO. 
I WAS HOPING 
THAT T MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO 


CONSTRUC- 
TION THAT I 
WANTED TO 
SING FOR THE 
ELDERLY IN 
TEMPORARY 
HOUSING, ONE 
OF THE 
EMPLOYEES 
INVOLVED IN 
VOLUNTEER 
WORK ESCORTED 
ME AROUND 


WILL SHOW YOU 
AeeeNenee AROUND THE 
OF VISITING pl O00 SPOTS. 


S__ +e 
YOU WANNA YOU SING TWO YEARS 
VOLUNTEER? ENKA PLA AGO, WHEN I 
DISASTER, SHINKAWA HERE THE GUITAR’ TOLD KUROMORI 


THEY HAD 
50 MANY 
VOLUNTEERS 
COMING BY 
IN 2012 
THAT IT’S NO 
WONDER 
THEY COULDN'T 
REMEMBER 
THEM ALL. 


rt 


Lf BET THIS 
YOUNGSTERS 
JUST GONNA SING 
SOMETHIN’ NONE 
OF HS KNOW... 


HOW | HATE 
AND LOVE / 
THAT SHIOYA 
CAPE 
> 


“Midaregami” (Disheveled Hair) 


S0T 
ENTERED 
THIS 
PERFOR- 
MANCE 
TREATING 
IT LIKE A 
NEW 


INTRO- 
DUCTION. | 


HI EVERYONE, MY NAME 
IS TATSUTA. PLEASE 
JUST SIT BACK AND 

ENJOY YOURSELVES. 


| put my 
hand / to 
my disheveled 
hair / anda 
red ribbon / 
floats on the 
breeze... 


THERE IS 
A STONE 
TRIBUTE TO 
THE SONG 
BENEATH THE 
LIGHTHOUSE 
THAT PLAYS 
THE TUNE 
WHENEVER 
IT SENSES 
SOMEONE 
WALKING 
NEARBY. 
IT’S A VITAL 
PILGRIMAGE 
SPOT FOR 


SSN TS 


ee rR A 


THE 
LIGHTHOUSE 
WAS DAMAGED SHINE YOUR DON'T LET ME THE TWO 
IN THE LIGHT / ON 


EARTHQUAKE, My HiDpen PE LONELY Let 
AND AS OF SENTIMENT TONIGHT B-—| EITHER SIDE 
2012, WHEN I F OF THE 


VISITED IT, THE 7 ee LIGHTHOUSE, 
BUILDING Lope saps TOYOMA 


ITSELF é' DEM Popes Se PM AND USUISO, 
WAS OFF- Aa Wee IE aI WERE 
LIMITS FOR £33 3 SEAR onal: aaemMies| = TERRIBLY 

SAFETY nt ee Te ot Re aN a8 
REASONS. 


BDA. tw, a a 


Sa 


TSUNAMI. 


USSSA S07 SUA S. -. 


f ae ; i pas uf } hs 


ee 


ee ioe — ae ay at 
GTR ee ae ae 2 
Laat We Sits Cay 


i ae 46 te ati mT 
m Mi. ‘4 RL | vit \ iH = =3 
NEXT UP 1S Vac l. a it Ne ma ..AND THE 


ANOTHER Y ee see “i : GIRL IN THE 
FUKUSHIMA = , ' : 
SONG: WAVE YOUR 
HANDKERCHIEF / 
OUT THE 
LOCOMOTIVE 
WINDOW... 


\X 


\N 


\ NS 
iN \ 


298 Atsuo simon s “Kogen reesha wa Yuku" Fi Highlands Train Rides On) 
A hit song of 1954 about the Numajiri Railroad Line, written by Toshio Oka and composed by Yuji Koseki, both from Fukushima. 


? 
THE THING SHAKEN AND 
ABOUT A SHOOK / BY 
CLASSICS IS Fa THE WAVE OF 
THAT THEY Ess THE WAVES... 


i TRANSCEND 
THE BARRIERS 
OF TIME 

AND PLACE. 


YA KNOW, 
I THINK I 
REMEMBER 
SEEIN’ YOU 
BEFORE. 


YOU NEVER 
HEAR ANYONE 
SING THOSE 
OLD SONGS 
ANYMORE. 


“My, 
i Th 


| Wig 


i 


Thankfully, | got a cheap used car 
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RETURNING 
TO WORK AT 
ICHI-F AND 
SINGING HERE 
AS A DRIFTING 
TROUBADOUR 


A L/L, 


.. WERE 
TWO DEEP 
DESIRES 
THAT 
OCCUPIED 
AN EQUAL 
SPACE 
IN MY 
HEART. 


a 


A 


OS a SY 


4 


GOOD 
QUESTION. 
T’D LIKE 
TO VISIT AT 
LEAST ONCE 
MORE 
WHILE I’M 
HERE. 


AS MANY 
VOLUN- 
TEERS 

AROUND 

HERE AS 
WE DID 

BEFORE. 


IT’S TIMES 
LIKE THIS, 
‘mitt: WHEN THE 
THE EVENT EFFECTS OF 
SCHEDULE THE DISASTER 
HAD BEEN 7 ARE 
PACKED WEATHERED 
BEFORE, BUT ol 
NOW THERE AND OLD, 
WAS NOTHING THAT THINGS 
GOING ON. CAN BE THE 
MOST PAINFUL 
AND LONELY. 


300 ) Sign: Watch out for scams! 


OH, 
‘ THAT? IN THE 
IHEAR APE rs TOHOKU AREA 
BOUT SY WE CELEBRATE 
ELDERLY THe f TANABATA BY THE 
RESIDENTS A OLD CALENDAR, 
\ SO IT MIGHT SEEM 
es : LATE TO YOU 
BEQNE FOLKS FROM 


IN THE 
TEMPORARY 
HOUSING. 


7 


LS 


SF 


Mou ya Ajn¢ Ja3ge [Jam $,3] ‘a 


SSS 


4 
( 


TWO YEARS 
LATER, AND 
THE WISHES 
THEY WRITE 


Prayer: To go back home as soon as possible 301 


y 


7 Se a TE NS ey 


if 


WE 


USS 
TOYS 


WY 


. 


APA 


THE HARD 
WORK OF THE 
LABORERS AT 

ICHI-F IS 
IMPROVING THE 
SITUATION, 


WHILE 
ITS TRUE 
THAT THE 
WORK AT 
ICHI-F 1S 
PROCEEDING 
BUT THAT'S A BIT BY BIT 
SEPARATE MATTER : 4 THATS 
FROM THE LOCALS’ ie i ONLY 0 
ABILITY TO RETURN Ne CH : ; MUCH... 
TO THEIR HOMES. | be j 


S 


Si) 


SWZ 
i) 


at a 


| 
: 


CAN MAKE 
THESE 
WISHES 
COME TRUE 
AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE 


EVACUEES 
WANT TO 
GO HOME, 


EVEN IF 
THERE’S 
MORE 
RADIATION 
THAN 
NORMAL... 


.- WHILE 
OTHERS 
ONLY WANT 
TO RETURN |} 
ONCE THE fi 
AREA'S | 
BEEN 
DECONTAM- 
INATED, 
AND 
OTHERS 
HAVE GIVEN 
UP AND 
NEVER 


WANT TO 
COME 
BACK. 


= iss AY N 
Top L: Futaba will never give in! Top center: To one day return to Futaba 
Bottom L: | want a boyfriend ( Bottom R: A long, healthy life 


il fat 

i ee, 2 

aj weal tll By St oS 

i it ge : Se WEE ee Tf ae we : 

i! hil ee ee oS Se] «| THERE ARE 

=u ark SS) PROBABLY A 

ee EBS RY PN RSE FAN Se NUMBER OF 

= NE Aan gee AREAS THAT 

= : : WOULD BE SAFE 

ENOUGH TO 
GO BACK TO 
RIGHT NOW, 
BASED ON 
CURRENT 
EXPOSURE. 


ASS. SENN a LN a, 


SSN LT 


i ae TTR Wp fe Ss Ki A i 
MAROON a 1 VATED, 


/ 
302 


yy 


DL 


WPA’, 


N 
N 
5 
es 


SS 


OH... 
S-SORRY, IT’S 
NOTHING. 
THANK YOU FOR 
EVERYTHING. 


WOULDN'T 
7 ITBEALL 
RIGHT 7 
FOR READING 
THOSE THESE, I 
WHO WISHED FOR 
RECOG- A MORE 
NIZE THE \ FLEXIBLE 
RISKS TO 
RETURN 
TO THEIR 
HOMES 
NOW? 


THANKS 
THANKS FOR FOR 
HAVING ME! COMING BY. 
I HAD ALOT 


I'M eS SINGING A 
TOTALLY =e : ae FEW SONGS 
AWARE SS a 3 7 ISN'T THE 
THAT THIS —— me SAME THING 
VOLUN- —— Bs . AS TRULY 
TEERING {S$ : See oe BRINGING 
NOTHING — ————— RELIEF TO 


MORE THAN — THE HEARTS 
SATISFYING aes OF THE 


A PERSONAL SS i DISASTER 
DESIRE. ‘ VICTIMS. 


I'm only doing it because | enjoy it when people like my singing 


I'M JUST 
HERE ASA 
CONSTRUC- 
TION 
WORKER 
OVER THE 
PERIOD OF 
MY JOB. 


INVOLVED 
WITH THIS 
REGION. 


| 
ng i o = 


LIKE ANY 
OTHER 
OUTSIDER, 
TLL PACK 
MY BAGS 
AND GO 
BACK TO 
TOKYO 
WHEN MY 
CONTRACT 
IS UP 


IF 
POSSIBLE, 
TLL DO 
IT UNTIL THE 
DAY THAT 
EVERYONE 


THEY WANT 
TO LIVE. 


il ji 

je iy 
| Tl) {lh 
wl fi it f 


i 


\ 


tn 


; 
i 
soso ti 


Lea 


js aU ended up visiting one ea 
ee PI PE SS 
more time during this™ : 


employment period 


CHAPTER Il - END 


A LIVE MUSIC RESTAURANT/BAR NEAR IWAKI 
STATION, FEATURING PRO MUSICIANS IN A WIDE 
VARIETY OF GENRES. TATSUTA'S APPEARANCE HERE 
WAS ON AN “OPEN MIC” NIGHT, WHERE ANYONE IS 
FREE TO SIGN UP TO PERFORM. THE HOTEL IN THIS 
BUILDING HOUSES MANY 1-F WORKERS WHO COME 
DOWN TO QUEEN TO DRINK. 


INCIDENTALLY, 
THE OWNER, ISAO 
KATO, A READER OF 
ICHI-F, RECOGNIZED 
TATSUTA’S IDENTITY 
IMMEDIATELY 
WHEN HE READ 
THE SCENE OF HIS 
“KYODAI-BUNE” 
PERFORMANCE. 


R I2 MOST OF THE 
eg | JOURNALISTS : 

< TOOK MY 

a aaa ANSWERS 
ONCE THIS i | : CAREFULLY 


COMICGOT f™ ‘ AND 
SERIALIZED, fu _ ‘ SERIOUSLY, 
T STARTED <1 BLT A FEW 
DOING e | «(OF THEM 
INTERVIEWS -a- 4 WERE 
WIT aus ABIT 
KOOKIER... 
eh a T FIGURE I'LL 
OUTLETS. Ai fe ; GO OVER 
41 THIS ASPECT 
Ow. 


ZI7TRZiKMLIVa. ta° a) 25K, 


WMG. 2+ Fs a Bg 


COINCIDENCES 
FUKUSHIMA TS LINING UP. 


DAIICHI? 
WHY DRAW A 


ARTICLES 
THEM- 
SELVES. 


ACTUALLY, I'VE 
GOT MORE ENERGY 
NOW THAN T DID BUT 
BEFORE GOING TO SOME- 


FUKUSHIMA. TIMES IT 
MAKES 


ME MAD, 
BECAUSE 

THEY'RE 
ASSUMING 


*Tatsuta was working at Ichi-F again while he was drawing this material, so Chapters 12 and 13 are short-format 


OH, THAT’S MOST OF 
A RELIEF! THEM ARE 
S0 YOU'RE GLAD TO 
DOING FINE. HEAR 
THIS... 


BASICALLY, 
HE TRIED 
TO STEER 

EVERY 
PART 
OF OUR 


is 


SEE, IF THEY DO 
THE OLYMPICS 
HERE, I THINK 
THEY SHOULD 

RUN THE FLAME 

DOWN ROUTE 6. 

THAT WOULD 
BE REALLY 


x 


*The governor of Fukushima Prefecture has requested the Olympic Flame as well. If it does come true, the cleanup should be much 


further along by then. | want to run with it! 


..-BUT ONE 
GUY WAS 
SKEPTICAL 
TO THE 
EXTREME. 


WHAT? OF COURSE 
NOT! IF I LOOK PALE, 
IT'S BECAUSE I'M 
TRYING TO MEET MY 
MANGA DEADLINE! 


BROUGHT IN 
UNDER FALSE 
ADVERTISE- 
MENTS AND 

EXPLOITED... 


BUT THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE SO 

STRONG AND 


MAYBE 
IVE 
LOOKED 
LIKE 
THIS ALL 
ALONGL 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
7 YOU 
WERE 
ABLE TO 
BEAR IT. 


ACTUALLY, 
ALL THE PEOPLE 
WORKING THERE 

ARE PRETTY MUCH 
NORMAL GUYS. 


WOW, THERE 
ARE THAT MANY f 
LAYERS OF 
SUBCON- 
TRACTING...? 


WELL, 
T ENJOYED 
IT IN ITS 
OWN WAY! 


OH, REALLY! 
SO YOU'RE SAYING 


) THAT IT’S ALL ORD/INARY 


PEOPLE WHO ARE 


FORCED TO ENDURE 

SUCH DANGEROUS AND 

NEGLIGENT EXPOSURE 
CONDITIONS! 


BUT THEY ged (OH, FINALLY 
: SOMEONE 


TAKE ALL YOUR fee) SURELY | fT 
HAZARD PAY [> H THEYRE] UNDERSTANDS! 
H} OFF THETOR [oo YOU TRULY 
| LEAVING YOU 1 ARE THE VOICE 
VIGILANTLY {{ WITH BARELY FOR THE 
AGAINST \\ ANYTHING, al N VOICELESS! 


RADIATION }° RIGHT?! 


PLEASE 
BELIEVE ME 
; MANY OF MY 
DESPITE ANY ARE COWORKERS 
COMPLAINTS, YOU GUYS ARE TROUBLED 
I ENJOY MY ACTUALLY BY HOW OUTSIDE 
TIME THERE. “| LISTENING FORCES TRY 


TO ME OR TO SHAPE OUR 
NOT... ? STORY TO THEIR 
NARRATIVES: 
EITHER ABLISED 
WORKERS OR 
PLUCKY, BRAVE 
HEROES. 


ARE YOu 
WORRIED THAT 
THE STATE SECRECY 
LAW MIGHT FORCE 
YOU TO STOP 
DRAWING YOUR 
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I DON'T 
THINK 
T'VE EVER 
Pe oer ee 
T 


YOU READERS 
ARE PROBABLY 
FAMILIAR WITH 
THESE BY NOW, 
AND CERTAINLY 
ANYONE IN- 
TERESTED 
IN NUCLEAR 
PLANTS AND 
RADIATION WILL 
KNOW THEM. 


My lack of detail about security topics isn't to maintain nuclear secrets, it's more like “loyalty” to my workplace 


I'VE ONLY 
DRAWN THINGS THAT 
ANYONE WOULD FIND 
OUT ONCE THEY GET 

THERE. EVEN THE 
ENTRY PROCEDURES 
AND THE APD AND 
EQUIPMENT 


NUCLEAR 
WORKER 
THAT 
MEASURE 
PERSONAL 
RADIATION 


GLASS BADGE DOSIMETER eo EXPOSURE. 


THE MOST 
SHOCKING 
THING TO ME 
IN ALL OF 
THESE 
INTERVIEWS 
I$ THIS NEXT 
QUESTION. 


cemnenseet hl 


tomy 


ARTICLES 
ABOUT THESE 
PLANTS! 
CAT LEAST 
READ MY 
COMIC 
FIRSTD 


$0 YOU 
SEE, WE PUT 
THE MOST 
EFFORT INTO 
ENSURING THAT 
THE READERS 
DON'T GET 
THE WRONG 
IMPRESSION 
ABOUT THE 


YOU'RE 
INCREDIBLE! 
YOU'RE A 
WORLDWIDE 
HERO! 


YOU SHOULD 
GIVE A SPEECH 
AT THE UN! 


BOTH HE 
AND TI ARE 
KIND OF WEAK 
AT ENGLISH, 
50 WE NEED AN 
INTERPRETER 
OR AN 
INTERVIEWER 


THE 
UNITED 


NATIONS 
wae? 


CHAPTER 12 - END 


g ITSA 
I'VE BEEN cea 


FROM 
COVERING A is Bugs | OCTOBER 
NUMBER OF ; 


STORIES AWAY A | A RING THAT 
FROM THE Ve , I STARTED 
WORKPLACE, lat E 
60 I THINK ~~ 
T'LL GET 
BACK ON 


TRACK WITH AINE 
APIECE y VY ae INSIDE THE 
equipment [eZ l, O AssSs«REACTOR 
ba OD ig We tan ee) ee J4 =| BUILDING. 
HAVEN'T 


GONE 
OVER YET. 


Cleaning 
} the spot 
before 
welding 


Bdaiay syn ceri of 


AND 
DURING 
a STEPS ane 
Dismantling THAT ANOTHER 
and wiping out INVOLVE KIND OF 
.the valve to TOUCHING DOSIMETER 


inspect it CONTAMI- THAT GOES 
4a\ fered OVER THE 
" FINGER, 
CALLED 
A RING 


BADGE. 


RING BADGE 

(Also called a glass 
ring, despite being 
plastic) 


ru 


% Through rubber. 
Soe Nsose B'S gloves, of course ™ 


AW ty) 0 lpm she ~ 244 
AEE PAS ELLE SEARED TN, 


oT = 
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*Technically, it's the barium-137 that cesium-137 decays into that emits gamma 


BETA RADIATION @ 


(Close range) 
Main source: 
= strontium-90 


TAKE ON 
ALOT 
OF BETA = 
|| RADIATION, |__ 


NONE 
OF THE 
CLEANUP 
WORKERS 
HAVE BEEN 
EXPOSED 
TO ENOUGH 
BETA 
RADIATION 


BUT 
WASTE 
WATER 

CONTAINS 
ELEMENTS 
THAT 
EMIT BETA 


RADIATION, 
E 


I$ WHERE 
THE RING 
BADGE 
COMES IN. 


eee 


ELE A OE SO I 


THE 
NUMBERS, 
AND 
REPORTS 
THEM 


TO THE 
MASTER 


CONTRAC- } 
TOR. 


Went with regular shoes where you 
‘needed long boots - 


i tl f ip 
ll mee 
Gee "hr? 


77S 


WAS A 
CAUSE OF 
CONCERN FOR 
WORKERS 


BUILDUP 
IN THE UNIT 
3 TURBINE 
BUILDING IN 


IN FACT, 
THIS 
RING 


A a THULIN TLS a A ESS 


IZUMI, WHAT DID YOU 
HAPPENED NOT PLT IT HAD IT ON 
TO YOUR : WHEN WE 
RING N LEFT... 
BADGE? i; 


SEARCH! 
FIND IT, OR 
WE HAVE TO 


IT’S SO 
COMMON 
THAT 
NOWA- 
DAYS THE 
CONTRA- 
CTORS 
WILL 
ATTACH 
ITTOA 
WRIST- jf, \ ATTACHED 
BAND / \ TO STRING 
WITH 
STRING 
TO PREVENT 
YOU FROM 
LOSING IT. 


DROPPED HIS 
RING BADGE 
WITH HIS 
GLOVES. 


uf 


seme, 


HELP ME 
LOOK 
THROUGH 


WELL! 
MR. ONO IS 
SCARED OF 
SOMETHING, 
AFTER ALL. 


YOu 
NEWBIES... 
WHY DO 
YOU THINK 
I TELL YOU 
TO WATCH 
OUT WHEN 
YOU'RE 
WEARING 
YOUR 
RING... 


HUH? BUT 
YOUR RING 
BADGE IS 
ON YOUR 
FINGER... 


NO! MY 
WEDDING 


SHUT 
UP AND 
HELP ME 
SEARCH! 


DEAD MAN 
IF LLOSE 


IMA 
BACHELOR, 
S0 TAKE THIS 
AS YOU WILL, 
BUT...LET’S 
KEEP TRACK 
OF THOSE 
WEDDING 


= TEE yy | ee ey Le LE ie LL) 


g 
BECAUSE T A Me 
WENT TO ICHI-F Fe cs : ASA 
FROM TIME TO nage LITTLE BIT 
TIME DURING we ee se OOF A PRESENT, 
2014, MY FOCUS s ey _. T THINK TLL 
HAS SWITCHED |. 6 INTRODUCE 
|} AROUNDTO [= | _. = 4 SOME OF THE 
} JUMBLED ToPIcs.| ~~ LITTLE THINGS 
PLEASE FORGIVE T'VE NOTICED 
MY LACK OF f- 4 4 AROUND 
CONTINUITY; | T “ye “| THE PLANT 
WE'RE ALMOST a BAT fi J RECENTLY. 


THROUGH IT. 


NICE \ 
WORK yh 


THERE! A Ni < 
CHAPTER IA: 


IT AU " : 


tag [lt ni by ea Le 


is 


a ETL 


: ait : , ! | 0) U 7 
2 # ; i 


mS 

ig 
== 
in 


|) 


Niet 


a 
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wow, 
WHAT 


A 
LOOKER! 
1) 


_- KOE 


<< 


we 


GOOD 
-\ POINT. IT’S 


AT f | BASICALLY 
VERY 


RARE IN- 
TERVALS, i OBElan 
YOU SEE 
BOM MEDIA, AND 
WOMEN IN Rk RAEN 
ICHI-F. : i \ 
: . ' CERTAIN 


WE JUST 
SAW AREAL 
BABE BACK 


REPORTERS 
WHO ARE 
FEMALE. 


320 Young and attractive ones, too! 


ACTUALLY, <\ 
Kaas, Nee 


I SAWA ONLY THAT, 
WOMAN THE : BUT YOU'RE 
CiMEE ER 7 STARTING TO 
WEARING ROP SEE FEMALE 
TEPCO 
UNIFORM. J))— OT oe EMPLOYEES 
\ DOING 
MANAGERIAL 
WORK AT THE 
ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING. 


WOW! AT 
LONG LAST, SOME 
LUBRICATION FOR RANA THE 
THE EYES AMONG i) FACT THAT 


THIS MUSTY WORK- WOMEN CAN BE 
PLACE PACKED PROBLEM, —— SEEN AT THE 


WITH OLD MEN! ney N\ Ail ANTI-QUAKE 
VAN BUILDING, 
WHICH IS JUST A 
FEW HUNDRED 
METERS AWAY 
FROM THE 
NUCLEAR 
REACTORS... 


December 22nd, 2014, Unit 4 reactor fuel 
Ie 7 completely removed from spent fuel pool! 


-. SPEAKS 
TO THE 
LOWERING 
OF 


RADIATION 
LEVELS 
AROUND 
ICHI-F 
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THE RECOVERY 
: OF THE COASTAL 
Bee Ne AREAS, WHICH WERE 
Se One MUCH SLOWER TO 
p GET GOING COMP- 
ARED TO OTHERS, 
ARE MAKING 
PROGRESS NOW. 


vere dl 4 
‘ 


years 


at 


a 


y 
os 4 


4 
“VS FOR EXAMPLE, 
mi 4i) — THERE ARE 
Ree | PLACES ALONG 
YA THE JOBAN 
EXPRESSWAY 
THAT AREN'T 
JUST REPAIRED, 
BUT COMPLETELY 
CONSTRUCTED 


ee eel ae 
TRY 4 aj 
EA U7 L, 


——— 
pital 
ae 


Beate) ee 


I ase] 


ihe) 


Sign: Radiation Levels Microsieverts/hour 0.19 uSv/h in this area 


ON MY 

a  ##...§= | SECONDHAND 

Ly iN 974 CAR NAVIGATIO 

TM FEELING ab A \ / UNIT, THERE'S 
THE FRONTIER é jf, NODATAFOR 


| = 7) THISAREA,SO fF. 

SPIRIT! : 7”) I'M JUST DRIVING 
THROUGH THE 
WILDERNESS. 


322 Caption: Fukushima Prefecture, Namie Town 


IN A WAY, 
IT FEELS 
LIKE THIS 
FORMER 
1 RESTRICTED f 
ZONE 
REGION IS 
THE FINAL 
FRONTIER 


CONSTRUC- 
TION AND 
DEVELOP- 


i ~~ _ 
-——— 


WHAT T'D 
LIKE TO GO 
OVER IN DEPTH 
THIS TIME IS 
THE REOPENING 
OF OUR WORK 
COMMUTE: 
ROUTE 6, 
RUNNING 
NORTH AND 
SOUTH 
FROM IWAKI 
TO SENDAI, 
THE MAIN 
ARTERY OF 
THE COASTAL 
TRAFFIC OF 
FUKUSHIMA. 


1 MAP LEGEND: “"_, _ 
DIFFICULT-T0-RETURN ZONE - 


— = SS 


— 


IT WAS A 
TERRIBLE 
DISASTER 


FRONTIER 
SOUL IN 
4 THE PEOPLE 
R TAKING PART 
IN THE 
4 RENOVATION 
: AND 
RECLAMA- 
TION 


ON 
SEPTEMBER 
ISTH, 2014, 

THE “DIFFICULT- 
TO-RETURN* 
ZONE 
REOPENED 
TO ALL 
VEHICLE 
ACCESS, 
WHERE ONLY 
SPECIALLY 
REGISTERED 
VEHICLES 
WITH ENTRY 
PASSES 
WERE 


TOMIOKA 
ALLOWED at 
THROUGH 
BEFORE. 


NARAHA 


2 [Jeo EWIYsNyNy pue pyeseq] ul aydoad ayy yeym si Siu] 


rm 
~ hy A 
YOU COULDN'T | .- jo 
| DRIVE THROUGH ENVY _ 
HERE, THE [27 
DETOUR FROM f-~/@ 4, 
IWAKITO. |S i 
MINAMISOMA_ 
TOOKA GOOD Ex OMEE 
THREE HOURS, 
Ree HOURS, | \/ WINTER 2012, 
a AND NEARLY 
THROUGH j= se 
THE MOUNTAIN |. > ee 
ROADS OR THE ; 


HIGHWAYS. 


fF i \ en a 
ALATA al =a 


CERTAIN THAT 
REOPENING 


RO 
C*ROKKOKL”) a TRAFFIC 
OPEN AGAIN, Weel eee 
THE TRIP IS Si; : } REraD iT 
ANHOUR (ees LN EE Phony 
a 


TRAFFIC HAS sf CH iy iy A MASSIVE 
RETURNED "saul roe i, i it EFFECT ON THE 


| 
: ry mh 

RECOVERY OF 

oe pani Sy THE DISASTER 

ALONG THE bs 


® PAE AE © 


HAVING 


( RERE B NSA MM Ae Ode os 


ye wall 
il 
—_ ¥ les 


al 


MINAMISOMA ROADSIDE STATION 


on 
— 
————————— 


Sign: Shimiten: Konohata 


ITS $0 GREAT 
THAT I CAN 
ALREADY GET 
FROM IWAKI TO 
MINAMISOMA 
ANDO EAT THIS 
INCREOIBLE 
TREAT... 


Gate: No Entry 


Package: Shimiten 


THINK OF IT LIKE A CORN DOG 
VERSION OF A RICE CAKE 


THIS IS 
ALOCAL 
DELICACY 
OF MINAMI- 
SOMA, 
CRISPY ON 
THE OUT- 
SIDE AND 
CHEWY IN- 
SIDE, WITH 
A RICH 
FLAVOR. 


NOT 
=a} | © ONLY WAS THE 
SER REDUCTION 

LEE. IN TRIP TIME 
A WELCOME 

SURPRISE, THE 
REOPENING 
OF ROUTE 6 

HAPPENED MUCH 
SOONER THAN 
I EXPECTED IT 
WOULD. 


A OT A POE TU i A JY TP 
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I CAN'T 
BELIEVE THEY'VE 
REOPENED IT 
FOR CIVILIAN 
TRAFFIC AFTER 
JUST THREE AND 
A HALF YEARS. 


MINAMISOMA 


THIS ENTIRE 
TRIP WAS 


JUST TO TAKE ne 


ROADSIDE STATION 


THE CHANCE 
TO EAT A 
SHIMITEN. 


} 
yt 


| 


4 
ii 
i 


4 
i 
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+ THE STRICT 
QUARANTINE OF 
THE AREA AFTER 

THE NUCLEAR 

DISASTER, AND 
ALL THE PUBLIC 
REACTIONS, 

I HAVE TO 
ADMIT THAT MY 


EXPECTATIONS 


FOR REOPENING } 


ROUTE GA 

KILOMETER 

AWAY FROM 
ICHI-F.. 


a I 


J 
Z 
3 
4 
{ 
F] 
| 
H 


Carton: Matsunaga Coffee 


S0T 
DECIDED 
TO TOUR 

THE LOCAL 
STREETS 
THROUGH 
NARAHA 
ON THE 
WAY BACK 
AS A WAY 
TO TAKE IN 
THE SIGHTS 
OF WHAT 
HAD ONCE 
BEEN THE 


1 RESTRICTED 


ZONE. 


y 
BY ay 

rj Hey te, fs: 
fhe, oe es DW, re re 


ey) , i i 
Bena Wigs 7 i WL nO) 


Pe, EE 1,7, 


marae 7, 
fo Be ld VL ORE LTE YS Les ETD WATTS TAME PTR LT 


BUT THE 
3] MOUN- 
“| TAINS OF 
SER WRECK 
AGE AND 
RUINED 
VEHICLES 

IN MINAMI- ft 


= ES Ss ay Lee 
* Se ies ‘A = 
et. 24 y ¥) Sh) ses = ZAG AT 2012-— = = = 
y 165, “y © Gat = 
i iy Zyl 


OCTOBER 2014 


ARE 
PRETTY 
MUCH 
ENTIRELY 
CLEANED 


or " 
if il ai 
PROGRESS ANE eo wy arte a 


ne “Wf ‘Yip ty 
ILE yy 
COVERY Li pHyey sl 
REFFORT i= Le 


a 


L™ 


ar 


SRS 


a 


_ ee 


Saxe 


SSS Ts 


AROUND 
2012 THEY 
ALL SAID 
\ “CATTLE 
H COLLISIONS,” F 
BUT NOW 
MANY SAY E 
“ANIMAL” i S 
: BIG THING 
S \\ \ IN NOW. 


BS OR “BOAR.” | 
NY /K 
WN 


\ 


Ws 


=A 
Ss SAN 


YOU GET 
TO NAMIE, 


BEFORE, | There's police 
around here, so 


This huge wedding 
chapel is a landmark wilh Z 
& Z watch out. 
z (For what?) 
se 2 AN z y 
Paes ERY re 
£. ~ y 
tan AZ - 
4ime SS 
wi 
f \p 
o% 


pats 


SRS 
<= 


a 


ITSNOT (SS 
FAIR TO < 
THINK 
ABOUT IT Re TS HIGH- 
FROM OUR Ere EXPOSURE, 
Fee ce. Westuien: BUT YOURE 
workers PSE JUST PASSING 
ATASITE [oe TRO TICE 
WITH THREE f 
ORDERS OF f 
MAGNITUDE 
MORE RA- 
DIATION, OF 
COURSE. 


keel 


2 
= 
SS 
} 
If 
S 
y 


CNY Ls 


dined 


Sign: Difficult-to-Return Zone (including high-exposure areas) beyond this point 


VENT MO- & 


YOU'RE NOT By ee eeee 


ALLOWED TO |oreeeecces H PEDESTRI- fy 
GET OUT OF ROASS SS Aan i) ANS FROM 
YOUR VEHICLE E24 WAN I tzoucn 
IN THIS AREA. be!) WM) y (18 THE GATES 
NAW \ N AND FENCES. |} 
f 


ee Coe Pe De 


THIS IS A WV 


SECURITY Fee Ni 
MEASURE AS 4\4 


1 
i 


ES, 
a 


by, Pe 


4 


Fiera 
4, 
Yee 4 


OF RADIO- 

J ACTIVE 
CONTAM- 

INATION. 


BUSS SSSSSSSS SESE OE a he Nb 


: eae | .— ¥ 
You can't even get out to measure radiation! — iy ree = 
ee Ee Do fies) 
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WHOOPS, 


THE 
CABINETS 
NUCLEAR 
DISASTER J 
COUNTER- THAT THEY ff 
MEASURES : MIGHT PICK UP 
OFFICE , RADIOACTIVE 
RECOM- MATERIAL 
MENDS 
KEEPING 
YOUR CAR 
WINDOWS 
SHUT WHEN 
PASSING 
THROUGH. 


TLL ADMIT 
THIS NOW, 


SSS 


DESPITE 
THIS 
PRACTICE, 
WE 
NEVER 
ONCE 
GOT 
M FLAGGED 
} FOR ANY | 
@ KIND OF a Se 
] INTERNAL ES ee _J 
7 EXxPO- byt = 
SURE ON [fi (aS VEHICLE 
ea TNS 


CLOAK 77 ae 


~~ 


fa 


e 
wee 


AT EE 6 OSS SS EER 


SNA RN 


yy 
Ee my _/| CEs 


IF IT WAS 
THAT SAFE 
TWO YEARS , JUST 
|_gagel 8CO, THEN T’D aig =REMEM- 
Caza \MAGINE THE BER TO 
DANGER IS ox} mm FOLLOW 
EVEN atten) THE 
SLIGHTER WE ZZ RULES! 
NOW, WITH 
ALL THE 
DECONTAM- 
INATION 
EFFORTS 
AND ROAD- 
WORK 
GOING ON. 


AFTER ALL 
OF THAT, WE 
GO THROUGH : PRE ey 
FUTABA AND 4 ae ay | BRK: 
THEN a Fol é c SS es ae a THIS IS 
re) ON ae - = Sel a: z a 
WEST) [ee ahr ee Ss af oe TF eae A tye” wee are 
TOWARD Pile de = Ps ad Pa: “¥ 4 Ve 
FLITABA Geis : 3 Wh /aea.. A STREET SIGN 
au pe = a 35) Rea WHICH HAS 
| STILLON FARA Ne a Ti elk : Se AB eee  SECOME. 
LOCKDOWN. BLIRY? “2 : a eS r 
Fa AX 3 ee lias = = FAMOUS. 


—_— 


Ae A LW AT tal” TE ra ee TET PS 


Bee HUEN 


He. 


oS oor 


o [ae =. 
e a By a 


ey 
= 


Vertical Sign: Futaba Town Market 
SSF 


= 


aT = ALITTLE 
FURTHER 
——— DOWN ON 
THE LEFT 
(EAST) IS 
THIS SIGN INIs 
| FRONT OF ff 
THE 
FUTABA 


ee NS ST 


Sign: Local prosperity and a rich future with nuclear energy 331 


Sign: Naraha 
Energy Welfare City Sign: Nuclear energy, gentle on the earth 
A rich town created by nature and science Okuma Town, gentle on people 


> 


a. 


STILL, T 
CAN'T BRING 
MYSELF TO 
LAUGH AND 
MOCK THE 
PEOPLE WHO 
PUT THESE 
SIGNS UP... 


THERE 
ARE 
SIMILAR 


eo op 


N 
* 
o 
ai 


SAR 
Kea 


mp 
=, 


i 


OME 


HRS ie 


TON Sip 


DE 


| ACTUALLY, 
I ONCE TOOK 
A DETOUR ON 
THE WAY TO WORK 
TWO YEARS AGO 
AND WENT 
EXPLORING IN 
FUTABA. (I GUESS 
THIS IS PAST 
THE STATUTE 
OF LIMITATIONS, 


~ Sia | gl) 


Sign. Warning 
Slow Down 333 


People like to take photos here, but you're not allowed to stop and get out! 


IT’S »”: 
THE oe a 
PLACE ; 
YOU CAN , [ps 
SEE THE ~~ 
ICHI-F by 
EXHAUST A a 
STACKS UX 
AND THE Th 
SWARM ae 


be 


Ml CRANES... mi 


NM" % YY, %, f ; bids fy 
i Dh ' 
Sai 


di 


Ys She SAS Ww 
SNAPS SAIS SOS \ . \ \ i 
A ws Sey LEAS : 
NS 


= % ’ at = Sy fi 
mn Ky wee Rie BEA ae eS Price ¥ ss L\ = = ~ SS 
NORE SS Y SANG f Fell as ey Wats pe Sh, RETRO ORES BARRA 
~ Sy y ve ae 
oS RS w VERS ONT sy aa RUNNERS RASS RS Se 


Ae 
Ph ft 

Biles 
pels 
fh Og 
ay 
ane 
V2 oe 

ehh 
Tae 
he, A 
hig, 


aire meee ‘ ay ae Weg 
yank SON ae V3 as : ~ et y ARS Sw an au 
SSR ES EI SVQ a CEASA Pota’t i PSS SSN SN SE Sag tyy 
NS SERS NS RSNA ASS SNR Soy EARS 
SPN YS : sy BES SAS AS 


The paint is 
fading but 
the logo 
design is 


334 pa dase Sign: Nuclear ai 


SADLY, THIS 
PARTICULAR 
COMPANY WAS 
ALREADY OUT OF 
BUSINESS BEFORE 
THE QUAKE, WHEN 
CONSTRUCTION 
FELL OFF 
FOLLOWING 
THE BUILDING 
OF 1-F AND 2-F 


IT'S FRESH 
AND NEW TO 
SEE IT FROM 
A DIFFERENT 

ANGLE. 


MOST 
STRIKING 
TO ME 


ADDITION 
OF FENCES 
AROUND THE 
RESIDENCES 
ON EITHER 
SIDE OF THE 
STREET. 


THE INTER- THERE ARE 
SECTION OTHER 

WHERE WE THINGS 

NORMALLY DIFFERENT 


ALL VERY 
IMPOSING... 


RR 


y a 3-38 ee | 
WL 


UII 


Totally sincere, 
not ironic 


\\ 


Mh 
my 


\' 


IT’S ASAD 
REMINDER 


) 
On UNOCCUPIED 
“IK PROPERTY 


WILL 
INCREASE. 


SSS 


a 
gZ 
g 
2g 
Zz 
g 
Z 
ca 
+ 


THIS VIEW SSAA RRS BN Ag FOR THE 
SEEMS A BASIN CE SAG NEARBY 
LITTLE BIT J AY \SOBINGH ZOU aaa PON FIELDS, 
MORE REAL we SV FNM PRINS SS RS NO THE YELLOW 
Ne ABNOR AR | «NY CARPETS OF 
THAN WHEN iy yy Ww RY : \ 
THE WHOLE aS Ie SER SE GOLDENROD 
FIELD WAS Ss = HAVE BEEN 
JUST HALF-REPLACED 
STUNNING : — MOBY THE SILVER 
YELLOW... = a STALKS OF 
: SusUKI 
GRASS. 


GLANCING 
OUT OF THE 
SIDE OF MY 
EYE AT THE 
BUILDINGS 
RUINED BY 
THE QUAKE. 
THIS IS AS 
FAR AS THE 
DIFFICULT- 
TO-RETURN § 
ZONE GOES. § 


FIV 
V RY 


\ 


UP AHEAD, 
WE TURN 
LEFT AT THE 
LIGHT WHERE 


PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE... 


336 — Tsukinoshita means “under the moon.” Along with “Yonomori” (Night Forest), Tomioka has some cool location names! 
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Saan 
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( Acad 
> Pah. 
2 7h x. Ny 
on ie 
LOCATIONS : al 
YOU'RE Pal ER 
ALLOWED MN 
TO VISIT, 
THIS ONE IS 
PROBABLY 


i 
eK 


THE ONLY <6 
THING THATS peercoomeererere rn: an 
CHANGED 1g JRA Vil 
THAT THEY H sat TEN 
SET UPA = 
STORAGE \iEges ALY at a 


PLACE FOR 


ig 


ARE BEING 
USED FOR 
CLEANING 


i 


THEY'RE 
CURRENTLY 
BUILDING 

| AMASSIVE 
<@@ TEMPORARY 

INCINERATOR 


i 


i] 


SAI 


al 


} MosT fh 
] VIVID RE- | 


AROUND 
HERE, 
MY NAV 
UNIT 
ACTS UP 


THE TRAIN 
TRACKS ARE 
| COMPLETELY 

HIDDEN UNDER | 

GRASS NOW. 
THE WARNING 

LIGHTS AND 

CROSSING 

ARMS THAT 

USED TO BE 
HERE WERE 
WASHED 
AWAY IN THE 
TSUNAMI... 


i ef 
Vay 


i 
Wy 


\ 
i 


Ve 


Spas 
Mi 
a 
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ii aay 
ate mit 
Ne i 
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Gray Sign: Oraho-tei Top Sign. Eat Here!! Take Home!!! This Is Your Stop 


All kinds 


THERE'S A 
TEMPORARY 
MARKET AREA fA, 
IN THE PARKING » 
LOT OF THE 
TOWN HALL. 


‘= | 
penene 


THE TWO 
SPECIALTIES 
HERE ARE WE'RE 
THE CHIVES- ALMOST 
AND-LIVER AT THE 


STIR FRY AT END OF MY 
TAKE-CHAN FORMER §& 
CAFETERIA RESTRIC- 
AND THE 
CITRUS SOFT 
SERVE 
AT ORAHO- 


RESIDENTS 
PREPARING 
TO RETURN 
HOME AND 
DECONTAM- 


tt 


rf ot | A 
Z LSB 
Se 
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Banner: Lots for Sale 
Naraha Town 


Lei; SS A TN Pea TS ee aa! Fie Oi 


WITH THE | 


EVACU- 
ATION 
ORDER 
ABOUT TO 
LIFT, THE 
TOWN IS 


PREPARING 


TO SELL 
HOMES. 


BUT 
YOLI CAN 
SEE THE 

INTENTION 
OF THE 
PEOPLE 

7O RETURN 


I FEEL 
THEIR 
HNEGREAK- 
ABLE 
SPIRIT! 
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THE UNAT- 
TENDED 
FIELDS 
WERE 
FULL OF 

BLOOMING 
COSMOS ex: 3 

| FLOWERS. f an . 


aay 
ees 
= 


ConA 
Wh AY 
: : y) 


! 
j 
| PERHAPS Y 
PALE RED 4 THEY SIGHT WAS [| 
COSMOS, |{| PLANTED BEALITIFLIL 
WAVING IN | ¥ THE SEEDS 
THE AUTUMN |fl HERE i 
SUNLIGHT... j BECAUSE i 
4 THEY ! 
WEREN'T j 
11) Hite 

{)] CULTIVATE p 
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\ Korat 
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recta STALKS 
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WHILE SERVICE HAS RESUMED TO ADJACENT 
TATSUTA STATION, THE RECOVERY EFFORTS 
AROUND TOMIOKA STATION ARE NOT VERY FAR 
ALONG. AS SHOWN IN THE PREVIOUS CHAPTER, 
THE TRACKS ARE COVERED IN GRASS AND 
WEEDS, AND YOU CAN'T SEE THE CROSSING. 
THANKFULLY, THE CLEARING OF WRECKAGE 
BEGAN IN LATE 2014. WE'RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO THE EVENTUAL RECOVERY. 


Eee 


LD AT A FES NTMI OOS 


IN LATE 
2014, WHEN 
I WENT BACK 
TO WORK AT 
ICHI-F, I 
FOCUSED 
ON LITTLE 
DIVERSIONS 
AND SIDE 
STORIES, 
RATHER 
THAN MY 
MAIN 
NARRATIVE. 
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il 


emi 


wey cman ui v4 
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50 AT THIS 
POINT, I'D LIKE 
TO PUT A CAP 


OF MY 2012 
WORK STINT. 


a 


rt “a 


WE WERE 
REPAIRING 
AND 
AUGMENTING 
THE PIPING IN 
THE UNIT 3 
REACTOR RAD 
WASTE 
BUILDING'S 
SPENT 
FUEL POOL 
CIRCULATION 
SYSTEM. 
(NOW THERE'S A 
MOUTHFUL) 


WELD HERE 


Sign: The atmospheric radiation here is 0.2 mSv/h 


It's the monitor's job to collect discarded Tyveks and waste material 


WE HAVE 
TO AVOID 
ANY UNNE- 
CESSARY 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE, 
IN ORDER 
TO MAXIMIZE 
THE AMOUNT 


i 
4, 
A 


"Did you finish the welding?” 


SO THAT 
MEANS 
TOMORROW 
IS PT,* WITH 
TEPCO 
PRESENT. 
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CORRECT. 
WE'RE CALLING 
OUR GUESTS 
IN AT NINE. 


OUR WE OFTEN 
“GUESTS” CALL 
EMPLOYEES 
OF 


CONTRAC- 
TORS) 
“GUESTS.” 


DECOMMIS- 

5 SIONING A 
my ~PLANTISA 
BUSINESS. 


ONLY HAPPEN 
ONCE WE PASS 
INSPECTION 
TOMORROW 
AND ATTACH 


DURING 
THIS 
PROCESS, 
THE COOL- 

ING 
SYSTEM 
FOR THE 

SPENT 
|, FUEL POOL 


LALA AA Bt OAR ONERRLAAAIUAELORDOOOOONE SIRI ITEU ELLA 


i _ 


COOLING 
WAS 
RESTORED 
THE NEXT 
DAY AND 
NOTHING 
CAME OF 
IT, BUT 
THEY MADE 
A BIG DEAL 
OUT OF IT, 


AST RECALL. 


2013, A RAT 
WANDERED 
INTO THE 
POWER 


PANEL AND 
SHORTED 
OUT THE 
POOL’S 
COOLING 
SYSTEM. 


‘A . 
To G™~ / The cause of the hydrogen explosion was the loss of power to the 
; reactor cooler, not the fuel pool 


APPARENTLY 
IT’S RATHER 
COMMON FOR 
THE POOLS 
COOLING 
CIRCULATION 
TO BE SHUT 
DOWN FOR A 
FEW DAYS AT 
A TIME FOR 
CONSTRUC- 


I WAS JUST 
HANGING 
OUT IN THE 
COOLER 
SPOTS. 


Fukushima Daiichi <1. Nuclear Reactor Conditions (units 1-3); <2. Spent Fuel Pool Conditions (Unit No., Cooling Method, Status): 


Unit 1, Circulating Cooling System, Functioning; Unit 2, Circulating Cooling System, Functioning, 25.5 C 
Unit 3, Circulating Cooling System, Functioning, 35.6 C; Unit 4, Circulating Cooling System, Functioning, 7.2 C 


FOR THE 
RECORD, 
THIS JOB 
STOPPED 
THE CIRCU- 
LATION FOR 
ABOUT FIVE 
DAYS, AND 
THE WATER 


COMPARED 


A 
I’M SURPRISED i RATHER THAN 


JUST REACTING 
ESPECIALLY VISCERALLY TO 


AMONG FOLKS THE PHRASE 


"COOLING 
WORKING SHUTDOWN,” 


I HOPE THAT 
YOU CAN ACCEPT 
THE INFORMATION 

WHEN PLACED 
IN THE CONTEXT 
OF THE ACTUAL 

CONDITIONS AND } 
WORKFLOW. 


GREAT! 
SO YOU 
DIDN'T GO 
THAT 


EVEN THE 

I DON'T LARGEST 

KNOW, YOU NUMBER 
JUST GET STOPS 
NUMB TO THE HAVING 


MEANING 
NUMBERS. IE YOU 


EXPERIENCE 

IT THE SAME 

WAY EVERY 
DAY. 


BUT IT’S 
NOT LIKE 
TAKING ON 20 
MILLISIEVERTS 
1S GOING 
TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
TO YOU. 


THAT'S 
TRUE, BUT 
THE YEARLY 
LIMIT’S AN 


50 YOU 
WON'T LAST 


THEY'RE 
PLANNING 
A SIMILAR 

PROJECT IN 
DECEMBER, 
SOTLLDO 
THAT TO 
ROUND OUT 
MY LIMIT. 


Still working in a 
shelter, but transferring 
subcontractors got them 

an extra one or two 
thousand yen a day 


GOOD POINT. 
ONCE THIS 
JOB IS OVER, 
T’LL ONLY 
HAVE LIKE 
10 LEFT 


SHOULDN'T 
YOu JUST 
CONTINUE 

AT THE REST 
AREA 
INSTEAD? 


THANKS FOR 
THE CONSIDER- 
ATION, BUT THIS 
IS WHAT I CAME 

HERE TO DO. 


DESIGNATED 
YEARLY 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE LIMIT 
FOR NUCLEAR 
WORKERS 1S SO 
MILLISIEVERTS, 
AND 100 MSV 
OVER FIVE 
YEARS. BUT MOST 
COMPANIES 
IMPOSE A LIMIT 
OF NO MORE 
THAN 20 MSV, 
WHICH MAKES 
100 OVER 
FIVE YEARS. 
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UA 


THE 


Be AATUUNUMTW UD RLU LOE VET 


\ ANNA RR 


AS T'VE 
NOTED 
BEFORE, 
WHEN YOu 
HIT YOUR 
LIMIT, IT 
DOESN'T 
GET RESET 
UNTIL APRIL 
1ST. SO 
YOU'RE 
LOCKED OUT 


PLUS 
THE 
MONEY 
§ 


] 
BETTER! 


jujod auios ye aul e Mesp 03 306 an,noA yng ‘Asesjque spunos 1 


GREAT IF YOU 
COULD DO 
IT LONGER, 

THOUGH. 


YOU CAN 

WORK AT 
THE LOW- 
EXPOSURE 


WELL, 
ONCE I 
HIT THAT 
NUMBER, 
TLL THINK 


EVEN THE 
HIGH-PAYING 
ONES HAVE 


A FAIRLY 
LOW BASIC 
RATE—WHAT 

MAKES THEM 
LUCRATIVE IS 
THE HAZARD 
PAY THAT 
YOU RACK 
UP ON THE 

DAYS YOU 

WORK ON 
HOT SITES. 


SPOTS FOR OF SOME- 
LONGER, BUT THING. 
AT LESS PAY. 

THE HIGH- 

EXPOSURE 

SITES ARE 

LUCRATIVE, 

BUT DON'T 

LAST LONG. 


IN MY CASE, 


THE BASIC 
S0 DAYS 


OUTSIDE DOING 
PREP WORK 


DAY WHILE 
FOR THE JOB 


WORKING, 
WITH AN 
EXTRA 
10,000 
IN HAZARD 


i 


JZ 


STILL, IT’S 
DEFINITELY 
GIVEN ME 
MORE 
BREATHING 
ROOM THAN 


ACTUALLY 
DO IT FOR 


N THE SENARY 
SUBCON- 
TRACTOR. 


You tighten it on 
with bolts - 


| 


HEY, IT’S 
A SHIFT 
SYSTEM, 
WE CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT. 
BUT IT DOES 
FEEL LESS 
FULFILLING, 
DOESN'T 
IT? 


THE NEXT 
DAY WE 
RUSTPROOF 
THE METAL. 


I CAN 
HEAR WHAT 
SOUNDS 


LIKE A PUMB 
$0 THERE 
MUST 
BE WATER 
PASSING 
THROUGH 
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HEY, QUIT 
WASTIN’ 
TIME OVER 


THIS SPOT. THERE! 


IT'S UGLY. 


BESIDES, 
WE'RE JUST 


IT’S JUST RUST- a 
PROOFING, IT Ba 
AIN'T MEANT TO 
LOOK PRETTY. 
IT’S MORE 
Zh 


IMPORTANT 7 


THAT YOU DO IT : :| | 
QUICK SO YOU % IG 


DON'T TAKE 
ANY EXTRA 
RADIATION. 


i] 


i Zan 
EVEN IF ALL OFA ~ 
THIS IS ULTIMATELY] * 


oon 
Mog 
cine 


pill 


THE ONLY 


MEANT TO BE TORN 
GOTTA TAKE DOWN, DOING. THE: * ) 
YOUR TIME ON JOB RIGHT AND) 
I$ ASSURING PROPERLY ISTHE 
THE PRODUCT ONLY WAY TO 


QUALITY. 


ENSURE WE 'GET-|. ° 

TO THE GOAL’ oF | 
DECOMMISS-— 1 

IONING, THIS j _ 


IT’S NOT AT ALL 
A BACKWARDS 
PROCESS; 
I'VE SEEN THE 
FORWARD- 
LOOKING SPIRIT 
OF ALL THOSE 
WORKING AT 
ICHI-F TO ACHIEVE 
THE RENOVATION 
AND REBIRTH 
OF THIS AREA. 


ALONG WITH 
THE RUST- 
COATING, WE 

REATTACH AND 
TIGHTEN THE 
HW PIPE FIXTURES 
7 TOFINISH 

THE JOB. 


Even the 
new guy isa 
reliable hand 

by the end 
of it 


UMM... 
DO YOU 
MIND 
TAKING 
OVER 
THE 
DRIVING 
FOR ME? 


Dn Sa 


TODAY'S LEVEL: 
0.8 mSv 


REALLY? SURE... 
WHAT'S UP, MR. 
TATSUTA? 


YIKES! 
THAT 
SOUNDS 


WHEN 
FULL- 
FACE 
MASKS 
GETA 
LEAK, IT 
OFTEN 
FOGS UP 
INSIDE. 


LSA ae 


NEARLY 


The others are loose 
filters or faulty masks 


L GUESS 


Le 


LAXED WITH 
THIS BEING 
THE LAST 


"A THE END 
TO THIS 


= " : 
Of ig et NN eee mh 


SEE CHAP. 9 357 


See 


— 


SOMETIMES 


= ~~ | THIS TURNS 
PRESENT, FROM INTO REFLEC- 


THE WORK CHIEF 
AND MANAGING : TION ON WHAT 
DIRECTOR OF Ww ® | WECOULD DO 
THEMASTER oS" ; BETTER, BUT 
CONTRACTOR, TO & 7M ; ENG MOSTLY 
THE PRESIDENT \ | IT'S JUST 
N OF THE PRIMARY =. | e a, A NORMAL 
SUBCONTRACTOR, Iy a ! oe is, CHANCE TO 
TO THE WORKERS NAN | ' Sp] DRINK AND 
LIKE ME. eat I MAKE MERRY. 


AON ce EE PS QO? in”? | SW 


—s 


sae" 


ORDER ONE 
OF THESE? 


List: Shell-cooked urchin, Fried mehikari, Chilled tofu 


HOW LONG 
YANEVER | YOU BEEN 
EATEN IT IN IWAKI, 4 EOE || I'D HEARD 
BEFORE? AND You 4 THE NAME 
AIN'T HAD OF THIS 
THIS YET? . | fm, LOCAL 
= PS} DELICACY 
ON MANY 
OCCASIONS, 


c| 


~ a 
| ES 


MEHIKARI 
ARE A DEEP- 
WATER FISH 


GREENEYES) 
THAT ARE 
FOUND IN 
PLENTIFUL 

SUPPLY 
AROUND 
HERE. SOME 
CALL IT 
THE “FISH 
OF IWAKI”... 


BUT DUE TO 
LAWS AGAINST 
USING FISH 
CAUGHT IN 
FUKUSHIMA 
AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT, 
AROUND THIS 
TIME (2012) YOU 
COULDN'T GET 
LOCAL FISH, 
ONLY THOSE 
SHIPPED 
IN FROM 
ELSEWHERE. 


LATER, 
THEY 
FOUND 
THAT 
MEHI- 


Package: Mehikari from Onahama 


MD 
f j os 


KARI DID 


] NOT TEST 


POSITIVE 
FOR RADI- 
ATION, 
AND THEY 


ADDED IT W/ 


TO THE 
LIST OF 
SPECIES 
TO BE 
TEST- 
FISHED. 


SS 
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ww 
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WHEN 
AN INDIVI- 
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ID: Tatsuta, Kazuto 


UA FOR EXAMPLE) 


<= Nw 


= 
SS 


NOW YOU 
CAN GET 
THEM FROM 
FUKUSHIMA 
CONAHAMA, 


AT THE 
MARKET— 
IN SMALL 
QUANTITIES. 


eel 17 SS 


~ 
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BUT THERE 
I$ SOME- 
THING 
PARTICU- 
LARLY 
SATISFYING 
ABOUT 
FINISHING 
UP A HARD 
JOB WITH 
ALL OF 
THESE 
PEOPLE. 


WBC Unit: 
Count Rate. 


Name: Kazuto Tatsuta 


Worker ID: 
Company: 


Sheet. Whole-Body Counter Results, Test Date: 10/29/2012 


Location: Tokyo Electric WBC Center 


THAT'S 
AFTER YOU 
WERE AT 
ICHI-F, GOING 
INTO THE 
HOTSPOTS. 


WELL, IT 
WAS A DIFFERENT 


MACHINE. I'M 
SURE THERE'S 
AN INDIVIDUAL 
MARGIN OF 
ERROR, IF YOU 
WANT TO CALL 
IT THAT. 


WHEN I 
FIRST WENT 
TO THE 


j= = 
aoe 
HENIINIERN 


aeN Se me Ne 
| CTA A 


YOU NEVER 
KNOW. 
THERE’S 
RUMORS 
ABOUT THOSE 
WBCs AND 
WHAT THEY 


361 


IT WAS A STORY ABOUT 
SOMEONE WHOSE WHOLE-BODY 


YEAH, 
eee ge RE 
SA enae WORKERS’ COUNT WAS FINE WHEN MEASURED 
MACHINES TO AT J-VILLAGE, BUT TURNED OUT TO 
SPIT OUT LOWER b BE WAY HIGHER AT A DIFFERENT 
NUMBERS? NUCLEAR PLANT, WHICH PREVENTED 
HIM FROM WORKING THERE. 


SOUNDS 
INTRIGUING! 
MAYBE T’LL 
GO AND FIND 
OUT FOR 
MYSELF 


THIS WAY, 
MR. 
TATSUTA. 
HOSPITAL 
IN IWAKI 
AND PAID 


OUT OF 
POCKET 


(7 


It cost about 5,000 yen!: 


~ The standing model is con- 


sidered to be more reliable, : NOT PICK LIP 
relatively speaking ANY READINGS 
‘ ise OF CESIUM, MR. 
TATSUTA. 


IF THERE 
ARE NO PEAKS 
HERE, HERE, 
AND HERE, THAT 
MEANS THERE’S 
BASICALLY NO 
RADIOACTIVE 
CESIUM. 


CON 
; ay I AND THE 


You have to change outfits in case there's : PEAK ON 
any radioactive material on your clothes (at ae THE RIGHT IS 
ee 


JN, you just remove fait top) : ay POTASSILIM. / 


TURNS GOOD FOR p 
felbig ‘ ; YOU, MR. AT THE 
RUMORS END OF 


HUMAN 
ARE JUST GUINEA PIG! THIS JOB 
RUMORS. IN OCTO- 


BER, I RE- 
TURNED 
TO TOKYO 
FOR A 
BIT. 


Nf 


SESS A 


AZIZ 


SEN 
OPE 


LW ILZ 


ANOTHER 
JOB. 


Rt 
ZA 


= <r 
RAS 


ee: 


a 
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Sheet: Whole-Body Counter Results, Test Date: 2012/12, Location: Tokyo Electric WBC Center 


Worker ID-/Company:, Name: Kazuto Tatsuta; WBC Unit.,Count Rate: 2391 cpm 


ACTUALLY 


INTERNAL 
RADIATION 
BACK IN 
TOKYO 
THAN I 
WAS 
WORK- 
ING AT 
ICHI-F! 


ICHI-F IN 
OCTOBER. 


LIKE I WAS 


THIS IS 
PROBABLY 


Circle: (Certified) It doesn't become an issue until you reach five digits 


T KNOW T'M 
BEATING A DEAD 
HORSE HERE, BUT 
WHAT WE'RE REALLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
ISN'T INTERNAL 
RADIATION, BUT OUR 
EXTERNAL RADIATION 
EXPOSURE REACHING 
CERTAIN MANDATED 
LIMITS. 


BACK HOME 
UNTIL THE [* 
SPRING. 


WHENEVER 
YOU WANT. 


THE PROJECT 
IN DECEMBER 
ENDED SAFELY, 
BUT AT THE END 
OF IT MY 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE 
TOTAL FOR 
THE YEAR WAS 
OVER 18 
MILLISIEVERTS. 


PLEASE 
CALL ME 
AGAIN IF YOU BELIEVE 
GET ANY GOOD 
CONTRACTS 


sed a STARTING 


WERE WHAT IN THE 
SPRING. 


The next time | came here, this (the upper floor wreckage of the Unit 3 Building) wouldn't be here 


BUT 
AS LONG 
AS THIS 

PLACE 
EXISTS, 
OUR JOB 


ISN'T 
FINISHED. 


The following is an extra piece drawn for the May 19th, 
2014 issue of Shukan Gendai (Modern Weekly). 
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Bia (O2ANY ONG. 
EXTRA:STORY/2:.s 


van <j 2d ors than 


TRAC 


md ; L Ih fibre 


amie | Pe iti | 
QUIIES 
: f | with; 
; : ify 
MT: |GET ! 


Ha i 
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f 


AT 
f( LR. NE | 
UNEA 


WE 
LLRIGHT— |y 
Peo Sd PRBS JuSTMAKE 
ESCORT IZUMI Og | A IT Quick. 
TO THE TOILET... ; SAG | Ree 


OKAY, FIRST 
YOU TAKE A 


t - | wy 4 


Absolutely no riding with contaminated shoes! 


TO REMOVE 
ALL EQUIP- 
MENT AND 

UNDERGO 
A FULL 
DECONTAM- 
INATION 
SURVEY. 


THIS IS 
ONE OF 
THOSE 
VALU- 
ABLE 
HIDDEN 
SPOTS. 


BEING 
ON-SITE. 


SITE PREP. FACILITY 
(AKA: DIY building 
oo . i 


a 


WHOA, 
WAIT A 
MINUTE! 


WHAT IF 
THERE’S 
A WHOLE 

BUNCH 

OF RADIO- 

ACTIVE 
GUNK ON 

THESE 
GLOVES? 


This is extremely unlikely,“ 


since we wear two pairs 
on the job for this very ~: 
purpose! 


I'VE NEVER 
SEEN IT MYSELF, 
BUT IF WORD 
GETS AROUND 
THAT SOME GUY 
SHOWED POSITIVE 
ON HIS GROIN, I 


HAVE NO DOUBT ¢ 
HE'LL BE FAMOUS 


| YOU SHOULD 
TAKE OFF YOUR 
OTHER SET 
OF RUBBER 
GLOVES. 


GETS A HIT 
IN SURVEY, 
THEY'LL 
TAKE YOU TO 
A SEPARATE 
ROOM FOR 
p» DECONTAM- 


A 


BA INATION. 


\| Cay 
: ( 


Sign: If you pee, you must flush the urinalltt! 
You don't flush, you don't peel! 


a 
ee) - 


YOU THINK NO GUARAN- 
IT’S ALL RIGHT TEES... THANKFULLY, 
THAT I DID THEY MIGHT OUR GROINS 
TOUCH IT JUST NEED TO DID NOT TEST 
A BIT WITH AMPUTATE. POSITIVE IN 
THE RUBBER THE BODY 


GLOVES TEST THIS 
EARLIER? DAY. 


THE NAME (MEANING "EYE-LIGHT”) COMES IKI 

FROM THEIR LARGE, GLOWING GREEN EYES. |||))), 
THE MEHIKARI CAUGHT AROUND IWAKI ARE 
ESPECIALLY FATTY AND DELICIOUS, MAKING 
THEM HIGHLY PRIZED AT THE FISH MARKET. || 
THERE WAS NO FISHING HAPPENING IN IWAKI 
AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE UNTIL A TEST WAS 
DONE ON OCTOBER 18TH, 2013, TWO YEARS 
AND SEVEN MONTHS LATER. THEY PULLED UP 
EIGHT TYPES OF FISH, INCLUDING MEHIKARI. 


MEHIKARI IS 
FANTASTI- 
CALLY GOOD 
p WHEN FRIED. 
QITS IDEAL 
S SEASON IS THE 
COLD MONTHS, 
FROM NO- 
VEMBER TO 
FEBRUARY. 


The following is an extra piece drawn for the August 
22nd, 2014 issue of Friday. 


GREETINGS, 
OF FRIDAY. I'M TATSUTA, 
AUTHOR OF THIS COMIC 
ABOUT WORKING AT 
FUKUSHIMA DAIICHI. 
SINCE THIS IS BEING RUN 
IN A DIFFERENT MAGAZINE <= 
THAN LISUAL, ENJOY-THIS =< 
LITTLE SECRET. STORY. OF = 
THE CONDITIONS HERE. 


OKAY, 
YOU'RE GOOD 


PROVIDED 
BY TEPCO fa 


AND GET 
COLLEC- 
TED 
AFTER 


HEY, HOW'S INDOOR 


IT GOIN’? PIPING. HOW 
WHERE YOu "BOUT YOU? 


WORKIN! -C WELDING 


THERE ARES,.* 
PEOPLE OF MANY , 
BACKGROUNDS +4 
AT ICHI-F; SOMERS 
{RUMORS SAY,” 
“THEY'RE SHIPPING 
IN ALLE KINDS'OF% 
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ARE YOU 
FRIENDS SAW THE TATTOO 
WITH THAT {| AND THOUGHT 


ER 
BLUE-COLLAR 
TYPES GET 
TATTOOS 
TOO, LIKE 
SCAFFOLDING 
WORKERS. 


YOU WORK 
AROUND 
JOBS LIKE 
THIS, YOU'LL 
SEE SOME 
TATTOOS. 


THEY HAVE 
A PRACTICE 
AROUND 
HERE OF 
GETTING 
BIG TATTOOS, 
SO IF THEIR 


a BODIES WASH 


UP, THEY 
CAN BE 
IDENTIFIED. 


NOW THAT 
YOU MENTION 
IT, I'VE SEEN 

A NUMBER 
OF YOUNGER 

FORMER 

DELINQUENTS 
WITH TATTOOS 


AND I’M 
SURE 
THERE BUT gOURE 
ARE, IN SAYING THAT 
FACT, k=] JUST HAVING A Ee ae 
SOME TRADITIONAL 
EXx- TATTOO ISN'T PERSPECTIVE 
YAKUIZA PROOF THAT ON THOSE 


f "SCANDALOUS" 
IN HERE, YOURE A EXPOSES WITH 


HIDDEN-CAMERA 


YAKUZA. 


PICTURES OF 
TATTOOED MEN 
SUPPOSEDLY 
TAKEN AT A 
SHELTER IN 
ICHI-F 


2 Not VES 


BESIDES, 
IF THEY 
WERE REAL 

YAKUZA, THEY 
WOULDN'T 

BE ACTUALLY 


ON THE JOB, 
THEY'D JUST 
RUN SOME 
MIDDLEMAN 


GIVEN 
HOW 
IMPOSING 


SURPRIGED 
AT ANYTHING 
HE MIGHT 
BE SPOR- 


376 EXTRA STORY 3 - END 


TRANSLATION NOTES, PART 2 


The flower 
of life / 
between the 
crests / of 
the waves... 


> 


ENKA, PAGE 294 

A kind of sentimental, soulful music that rose to prominence in the first few decades after WWII. Although 
some of the performance and instrumental elements of enka are Western in nature, the melodies, subject 
matter, and singing style are rooted in more traditional Japanese folk music. Performers often wear 
kimonos, and the songs tend to be about lost love, close bonds, and lonely, righteous suffering. The singing 
style of enka involves long, drawn-out notes delivered with a nasal vibrato that may seem strange to first- 
time listeners. As musical styles evolved throughout the late 20th century, enka came to be considered 
“old-fashioned,” but it remains a popular and iconic style of Japanese music. 


TANABATA, PAGE 301 NY; marine | & 
A summer festival holiday that literally Ny. Wee oaeee 2 
means “evening of the seventh.” It is N Peas 
meant to honor the meeting of lovers wy na el = 
Orihime and Hikoboshi, two gods who are VIS : FOLKS FROM ef 


represented in the night sky by the stars 
Vega and Altair. The lovers’ paths only 
cross on the seventh day of the seventh 
month. Due to the differences in calendars 
over the years, certain regions of Japan 
celebrate Tanabata on different days (this 
is true of certain other holidays as well). 
The Tohoku (northeast Japan) region 
celebrates it in August, rather than July. 
In addition to the usual summer festival vay! \\ 
activities, Tanabata is characterized by the ole 
writing of wishes on strips of paper called 

tanzaku that are attached to bamboo 

trees. 


ARE YOU 
WORRIED THAT 
THE STATE SECRECY 
LAW MIGHT FORCE 
YOU TO STOP 
DRAWING YOUR 
MANGA? 


STATE SECRECY LAW, PAGE 310 

A 2013 act proposed by the cabinet of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and passed by the National Diet. 
It prohibits and punishes the release of information that the state considers relevant to national 
defense. This includes such topics as defense systems, foreign affairs, counterintelligence operations, 
and anti-terrorism efforts. 
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Sign: Tatsuta Station 


PLAYED 
ACROSS MY 
EYELIDS 


Q 

Zui 
<r 
ED 
zt 
tO 
zo 


SIX MONTHS 


AS I HEADED 
BACK TO THE 
CAPITAL FROM 
FUKUSHIMA, 
MY WORK 
PERIOD 
CONCLUDED... 


a 
feo : 


erste il an = 1 sal i SE ae La {3 
a sy ase FU eg pn grea oe -s ) fe “sat a 7, of *, Zs = ier 
AE: Bip ines ie ee GEE LS ie TULSA tre ee 
z # af Dremse. <= hil fri Ny vay IF a. i " ; oH Ve ia <¢7 [ 
LES BES, CO MS 4 Wa ey OI EEN ALNEI hb PRG SLL Ve Ad aa ngs Wie 


aie 
Y bjietye 


ine 


ade 


Has ie = x . sl a 4 a * — 
yy 


(0 Me 
Ley 
Va 


% 
Pe ai 
Ga sae Se | 
sail Been ae 5 yy 
“i na) aad 


There are no night lights in the restricted zone, so the stars are vivid! 


BUT WHEN 
I WENT 
FROM THE 
EMPTY RE- 
STRICTED 
ZONE AND 
TSUNAMI 
DAMAGE... 


Sead 
COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY 
DOWN T 

‘ ' THE 
we TO THE : ~ i. ! RISING 
DAZZLING : DESIRE 

NIGHT Zi WITHIN 
SKY OF ‘5 MYSELF 
TOKYO... . if { TO SHOW 
: Gina THESE 
THINGS TO 
PEOPLE. 


ite ro 


af 


LT DON'T 
INTEND TO 
MAKE THIS. 

SPECIFICALLY 
ABOUT THE 
DISCREP- 

ANCIES 
BETWEEN 
TOKYO AND 


BUT 
BEING 
FROM THE 
TOKYO 
AREA, IT’S 
PROBABLY 
UNAVOID- 


ot | tt ee | 
swawese 


Headline. Plutonium 


"0 2 RCM): rN %, 
f Sy 


Cine SSD 


FUKUSHIMA 
AND ITS IMAGE 
THROUGHOUT 


COUNTRY... 


at 


& 


I WAS 
ALREADY | 
AN CuNSUC- 6% 
CESSFUL) 
ARTIST BY 
TRADE... 


I DIDN'T 
GOTO 
FUKUSHIMA 
WITH THE 
INTENTION 
OF MAKING 
A MANGA 
ABOUT IT... 


Always on the hunt for material by nature 


Headline: Worker Dies Abandoned by TEPCO 


i wy, 


Headline. Fukushima Mutations Abound 


WOW, ALL 
THE STUFF 


IN THIS RAG 
IS B.S.! 


..L WANTED 
TO LEAVE MY 
EXPERIENCES 
BEHIND ASA 

RECORD OF 


aN Paster se NN. \ VAAL ESV 


Zia 


6: 


Mag: Charismatic Cabaret Girl Spills Her Secrets 


BUT ON 
THE 
OTHER 
HAND, 
T CAN'T 
SAY THAT 


| 
i 


! 


THERES A MEANING 
IN HAVING MANY 
DIFFERENT PEOPLE 
RECORD THEIR 
EXPERIENCE IN MANY 
DIFFERENT WAYS, IN 
MY OPINION. 
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Which | could only stretch out by living with my folks 


S0 IF 
I'M GOING 
FORTUNATELY, P ; TO DRAW 
peers ANYTHING, 
HIGH-PAYING T COULDN'T THIS IS THE 
WORKSITE 


2 GO BACK TO TIME TO DO 
JOB AT THE WORK AT 
END, I HAD 


4  ICHI-F UNTIL 
SAVED UP APRIL, WHEN 
ENOUGH TO THE YEARLY 
EXPOSURE 
AMOUNT 
WOULD RESET. 


FOR ONE THING, 
I'M JUST A 
BOTTOM-RUNG 
WORKER. MY Ex- 
PERIENCES AREN'T 
DRAMATIC, AND I 
CAN'T DELIVER A 
COMPREHENSIVE 
ACCOUNT OF 
ICHI-F AS A 


IT EXCIT- 
ING. 


\ i 


"UNDER SIEGE 3: 


BUT IFT 
EXAGGERATE 
THINGS, THAT 
PUTS ME IN $0 ULTI- 
THE SAME MATELY I 1] | 
BOAT AS aah oT IN FACT, 
THE ONES THE 
STIRRING wlll duh ANYTHING 


Alay fi TOTAL 
PEOPLE UP WTR TCIONT LACK OF 


SEE. SENSA- 
TIONAL 
MEDIA 
BAIT... 


THE LACK OF LET IT 
THRILLING, JUICY ree IT none 
MATERIAL IS CAN’T HOLD I KNEW LOTS OF 
EXACTLY WHAT IT BACK PEOPLE HAD TO BE 
HAPPENED TO ME ANYMORE... CURIOUS ABOUT 
AT ICHI-B AND IT > WHAT IT WAS LIKE 
OCCURRED TO \ THERE, SOI DREW 
ME THAT THIS UP THE FIRST 
WAS THE “HIDDEN shat CHAPTER AS AN 
TRUTH’ THAT THE (i Yor .. ail INTRODUCTORY 
MEDIA NEVER 3 “a —S— TOUR. 
REPORTS. 


IS ANYONE 
CONTRACT PO EVEN GONG 
OR PLACE TO 
PUBLISH IT, AND INTERESTED 
THE “GUIDE IN PRINTING 
TO ICHI-F” I 
DREW WITH 
MINIMAL INFO 
ENDED UP BEING 
THE RATHER 
RANDOM 
LENGTH OF 37 
PAGES. 


TK 


*A rough outline/storyboard before actually drawing the finished product 387 


a a | 


AATAMIE TA 1 a € a 
LISTEN, I'VE | 


GOT THIS 
PROJECT 4 
GOING... ; REALLY?! 4 
LEVEN ff 
| se Ve 
eels A os FROM A 
FRIEND oF Bi : MAJOR ff 
MINE IN ad : PUB- \ 
EDITORIAL 3 : ; LISHER TO 
ies EXPAND IT 
INTO BOOK 


Sounds like 
the plan 
hit a rough 
patch. 


ax 


] MY FIRST 
LENS)! DESTINA- 
TION WAS 
NOT THE 
EVENTUAL Fy. 
PUBLISH- fe 


I SUPPOSE 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 
THERE’S SO 
MUCH TEXT, 
AND NOT 


MUCH Ex- 
CITEMENT. 


Definitely lying now 


YES, IT WAS 
A VERY UN- 

DERHANDED 
MEANS OF 


Hl, T WORK 
AT FUKUSHI- 
MA DAIICHI 
NUCLEAR 
POWER 


PLANT, AND 
I DREW 
A MANGA 
ABOUT IT. 


Slight exaggeration 


Today’s 
tough. What 
about the OKAY, 
day after PERFECT. 
tomorrow? TLL SEE 
YOU THEN! 


GETTING HIM |// 


TO SEE IT. 


TWAS DOING | @ \ 


WHATEVER 


I COULD TO f- 
GET A MEET- 
ING THAT 
VERY DAY. 
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WEIRD. HE 
SAID HE WAS 
HERE FROM 
FUKUSHIMA. 
WHERE'S HE 

STAYING? 


PARTLY, THIS 
WAS A WEIRD 
STRATEGY OF 
MINE TO MAKE 

THE IMPACT 
OF THE PIECE 
GREATER BY 
MAKING HIM 

THINK AN AMA- 

TEUR WORKER 

DREW IT. 
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OH, A WORKER 

AT FUKUSHIMA 
DAIICHI WANTED fF 
ME TO LOOK AT N. 


HIS MANGA. AS : 


Surprised at 


how “passable” 
the work is yu, COME ON. 


YOU'VE 
GOT TO 
BE A PRO 
ALREADY. 


THE MANGA 
ITSELF MIGHT 
NOT BE GREAT, 
BUT IT’S TOTALLY 
WORTH HEARING 
WHAT HE HAS TO 
SWY, T BET. 


JUST AN 
AMATEUR 
DABBLER. 


THE OTHER 
PART OF ME 
JUST WANTED 
HIM TO VIEW 
THE WORK 
OBJECTIVELY 
WITHOUT 
CONSIDERING 
MY OWN PAST 
AS PART OF IT. 


D 
| 
‘ 
a 


HAV WIN THE RJ REALLY? 
BeTER CONTEST, OCTOBER 
TUL BE CHANCE IF 
HONEST: THIS 
WE SUBMIT 
IS A TOUGH 
TO AN 
ONE. IT'S A 
AMATEUR 
DELICATE 
CONTEST 
SUBJECT, AND 
AND GET IT 
AT A HIGH PAGE 
peapees APPRAISED 
BY JUDGES. 


CASH IN THIS 
EITHER WAY. 


WE MIGHT 


IF YOU 


THERE'S 


AFTER APRIL, NOTHING 
WHEN MY PROMISING 
EXPOSURE THROUGH 
TOTAL WAS HELLO 
RESET FOR WORK 
THE YEAR, 
LT DIDN'T 
GET ANY 
IMMEDIATE 
LEADS BACK 


TO ICHI-F. 


I know all the sketchy places to ignore by now 


I'm not blessed with the skill to do two things at once, unfortunately! 


YOU'RE PASSING 
THROUGH THE 
SELECTION STAGE 
OF THE CONTEST 
QUICKLY, SO GET 
READY TO DRAW A 
FOLLOW-UP, 


AND WHAT 
DO IDO FOR 
A SEQUEL? 
i Saeee r\ WHAT IF 
TOURS OF = I MAKE 
THE PLANT. EVERYONE 
LOOK TINY 
AND CUTE 
LIKE THIS? 


GIVEN THE 
SERIOUS 
TOPIC, THIS 
MIGHT BE 
ABIT TOO 
FRIVOLOUS 


It’s all over! 
You’ve won! 
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BEING THE 
SELF- 
INTERESTED 
TYPE, I QUIT 
MY PART- 
TIME JOB 
AND STARTED 
ON MORE 
COMICS IN 
EARNEST. 


ALL RIGHT! 
NOW T'VE 
GOT A 
MEANS TO 
PAY THE 
BILLS! 


I WONDER 

WHAT Ev- 

ERYONE’S 
UP TO 
NOW... 


Homesick, despite being home 


Magazine: Morning 


ES ait 


HMM, HOW 
FAR HAS 
THE WORK 
GONE BY 
NOW? 


AND YET 
T’M STILL 
NOT GET- 
TING ANY 
CALLS 
BACK 
FROM Fu- 
KUSHIMA... 


Realizing | could be 4 
unemployed agai 


THE THING 18, 
I DON'T EVEN 
KNOW IF THIS 
FOLLOW- 
UP WILL GO 
ANYWHERE. 
IT DEPENDS 
ON HOW THE 
FIRST ONE’S 
RECEIVED. 


It’s crazy 
over here! 
Get cracking 
on the next 
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ALL RIGHT, 
NOW T CAN 
FOCUS ON 
THIS FOR A 


WITH MY 
COMIC NOW 
SERIALIZED, | 

I WAS LOCKED [ 

INWITH | 
DEADLINES. 
AND JUST 


MR. TATSUTA! 
WE'VE GOT A 
JOB LINED UP, 
CAN YOU COME 
IN NEXT WEEK? 


WHAT DO 
L£ 00? 
IVE BEEN 
WAITING 
AGES FOR 
THIS CALL 


WELL, IF 
I GOT AN 
OFFER 
AFTER THIS 
MUCH TIME, 
THERE WILL 
CERTAINLY 


| see, 
Well, Ul 


I DON’T GET 
ANY CALLS 
WHILE WAITING 
FOR THEM, AND ff 
ONCE THE JOB ff 
IS READY FOR 


1 ME, TM STUCK 

4} IN PLACE. LIFE 

NEVER COMES 
EASY. 


ULTIMATELY, 
I DIDN'T 
HEAR 
ANYTHING 
FROM ICHI-F 
FOR QUITE A 
WHILE AFTER 


T TURNED WY | 


THIS OFFER 
DOWN. \\ 


“CHAPTER 16 - EN 


® 


| MORNING. 


<i 


ae. 


Siena 
eos 


I’M SORRY, 
I'M JUST AN 
ORDINARY 
LABORER, 
$0 T DON'T 
HAVE 
BUSINESS 
CARDS. 


GO BACK 
TO JUST 
BEFORE 
THE 
ISSUE OF 
MORNING 
WITH THE 
FIRST 
CHAPTER 
OF /CHI/-F 


CHAPTER 17 


IT TO 
HELP 
HIDE MY 
IDENTITY. 


397 
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We're going to get into wrestling for a bit. Non-fans, please stick through it! 


Ds IF T WANT 


TO WORK 

AT ICHI-F HIDE MY 
AGAIN, IDENTITY 
I CAN'T ose 
APPEAR 
VISIBLY 


aia 
IN THE oe s3 


SYSPU BUI|ISAIM O14 ‘2]]9359 ‘Bojere) yseWy :uae.rs 


MEANS : 
‘DRAGON | |or SINCE etree 
PADDY," | | T’M JUST DON'T 
SUPPOSE aye 
T COULD WS HSE 


GO FOR 
ORIGINAL 
THIS DEBLIT 


IN THAT CASE, 
SINCE I HAVE 
TWO FACES AS 
BOTH NUCLEAR 
WORKER 
AND COMIC 
ARTIST... 


THIS HAS 
TO BE THE 
ONE! 


More serious than 
when | actually draw 
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SO OUT OF 


sien 

‘ His brother is 

DOS CARAS TWO FACES,” AS Mil Mascaras, 

IS A MEXICAN A WRESTLING the “man of a 

WRESTLER— FAN, I DECIDED | thousand masks.” 

DOS MEANS THIS WAS BEST, 

TWO,” AND EVEN THOUGH I Ca 

KNEW IT WAS A 


STRETCH. 


—t 


ee a f 
pee 


QUESTION... 
I ACTUALLY 
WASN'T 
LOOKING 
AT ICHI-F 
SPECIFICALLY 
AT THE 
BEGINNING... 


ACTUALLY 


: : COMPLY 
These questions are WITH THIS 


refreshing the first REQUEST. 
time, not so much the 


millionth time 
The more | answered 
it, the more my 
answer firmed up 


NO FACES, 
RIGHT? PLEASE. 
1 on SORRY 
ABOUT THE 
TROUBLE. 


IF YOU USED 
THIS TO 
COVER YOUR 
FACE, THAT 
WOULD BE 
THE PERFECT 
MAGE, 


FULL | ' 
I DON’T MEAN 
PROTECTIVE TOV EA IENe PLUS 
CLOTHING : if ) THEY'RE CIVILIANS 
ARE JUST ( iy SACRED, BUT ALSO WEAR ——— 
ae I FEELLIKEIT | | Peorective b: A 
EA WOULD BE A CLOTHING [ESP sSr 
UNIFORM = DISSERVICE | | WHEN GOING 
v IN OR OUT 
OF THE 
RESTRICTED 
ZONE. 


ON A SIMILAR 
..L HAVE TO NOTE, 
ADMIT I'M OVERUSE OF 
RELUCTANT TO ste THE NUCLEAR 
SLAP ON THE RADIATION 
PROTECTIVE Q SYMBOL 
OUTFIT WHERE WEAKENS 
IT’S NOT : : ITS WARNING 
NECESSARY. ours sare ke VALUE, SO BE 
‘ j 4 vag eee JUDICIOUS, 
PLEASE! 


Abit 
offended 


S 
Doing the “checking pages” pose 


Wire 


PEOPLE : go 
MIGHT 
THINK T : | BUT GIVEN THAT 
. I REFUSED 
WAS JOKING : 
TO WEAR THE 
AROUND, 4 
SUIT, THIS WAS 
AND IT’S Z 
yy MY SERIOUS 
TRUE THAT 2 
ve ANSWER TO 
I THOUGHT . INGWER TC 
ITWASABIT | «2, 
SILLY. g me OF HIDING MY 
— a IDENTITY, 


mae eS =S 


| 
NN 
WHEN THE 


MAGAZINE se ot 


THE 
CAME OUT, \ MAGAZINE 


PEOPLE 
ALSO CON- 
SIDERED A 
WRESTLING 


We 


2 


TT 


ei3 


PROPRIATE 
FOR THE 
CONTENT. 
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HOPING TO 
PUNCTURE 
THE 
AWKWARD 
SITUATION 
WHERE 
PEOPLE 
ARE OVERLY 
SENSITIVE 
ABOUT ICHI-F 
AND ITS 
WORKERS... 


THAT ALL 
SOUNDS VERY 
BOLD AND BRAVE, 
BUT IN TRUTH, 
AFTER THE 
FIRST CHAPTER 


APPEARED IN THE} 


MAGAZINE, I WAS 
TERRIFIED THAT 
TEPCO OR OTHER 
COMPANIES 
WOULD IDENTIFY 
ME. 


OF COURSE, 
GIVEN MY 
PUBLISHING 
OBLIGATION, 
IT WAS 
BETTER FOR 
ME THAT I 
DIDN'T GET 
CALLED TO 
ICHI-F. 


WELL, YOU 
CAN GO ONCE 
WE'VE GOT A 
FULL BOOK'S 
WORTH OF 
MATERIAL TO 
SEL 


IN 
ESSENCE, 
THIS 


WAS MY 
ATTEMPT 
AT LUCHA 

LIBRE.* 


*The Mexican style of pro wrestling, meaning “free fig : 
Luchadors work ordinary jobs by day and put on masks to wrestle in secret by night. 


CAN YOu V 
COME 

IN NEXT 
WEEK? 


AFTER ALL, 
LT HAVENT 
GOTTEN 
A WORK 
CALL SINCE 
THE COMIC 
BEGAN... 


Chapter 4: Fukushima Summertime Blues (Part 1) 


PARDON 
ME, MAY I 
ASK WHO'S 
SPEAKING? 


WHOA... HES 
RIGHT. THIS 18 
LEGIT. MAYBE | () 
ICAN FIND = 
OUT HOW 
MUCH HE 


Hey, you 
the editor 


Z << . 
In the comic, | had this as “Kuromori Construction,” 
but he guessed the real name in one! 


BUT THIS 
“TATSUTA” 
FELLA DRAWIN’ 
THE SERIES 
HAD TO BE 
WORKIN’ FOR 
XYZ. 


LAYOUT. 


eee / eX 


Eo Just 
— = ted 
TI is p! aicch 


ARE YOU {\| to let ya 


“HIGHER-UPS," 
HUH? SO THIS GUY 
MUST BE WITHA 
SUBCONTRACTOR. 
ABOUT? 


CALLING (_—) know that 
é the higher- 
ups are 


= 


watchin’ 


But 
there’s 
parts and 
bogie Panes 
involved is 
with security 
“Tateshiba” : a 
and their aneu 
power 
plant 
patents 


So that 
you don’t 
draw any 
funny 
business. 
ST 


WHAT DO YOu 
MEAN BY “FUNNY 
BUSINESS”? HAS 
THERE BEEN ANY 

“FUNNY BUSINESS” 
IN ICHI-F THUS 


IF THEY LOOK 


AND IF THAT 
INTO WHOEVER'S HAPPENS, THIS 
BE ANIN. ES, TATSUTA FELLA 
THE HIGHER-UIPS THEY'LL FIND OLIT 
: AIN'T GONNA 
ARE ON PINS IN A SNAP. 
: HAVE A JOB IN 
pT NEEULES THE TATESHIBA 
ABOUT THIS 
STUFE WORRYIN’ Gee 
THAT TEPCO’S 
GONNA CRACK | 


DOWN ON US. 
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WHAT DO 
..AND THAT'S YOu THINK 
WHAT HE TATSUTA, HOW AN ORDINARY 
SAID. SO L DO YOU KNOW f> SHELTER 
GUESS THE ABOUT THAT MANAGEMENT 
GUYS THERE PATENTED GUY KNOWS 
CAN TELL. . STUFF? ABOUT 
PATENTED 


FIRST OF ALL, well IN 
T'VE NEVER THAT CASE, I 
HAD ANY | - GUESS WE'RE 
INTENTION \ PROBABLY IN 
OF DRAWING | THE CLEAR? 
Security |. \ 


BUT EVEN 
CHECKPOINT FP 


IF I DON’T 
INTEND TO 


LET OUT ANY 
SENSITIVE 
INFORMATION, 
THAT CAN 
HAPPEN BY 
ACCIDENT. 


TO BE 
‘M OR : THERE'S 
pepe ALWAYS BEEN 
THAT A PART OF ME 
SOMEONE THAT FEELS 
ELSE ON THE be 4] GUILTY ABOUT 
SCENE 1S = "BETRAYING” 
READING THE Y * MY FELLOW 
COMIC. : WORKERS BY 
DEPICTING 
THEIR SECRETS 
FOR THE 
PUBLIC. 


SSN, 


—~e" 
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: 
x 
‘ 
N 
N 
N 


SRA 


ICHI-F FOR | 


OVER A 
YEAR SINCE 
LEAVING. 


People who haven't heard me say this before usually look shocked 


WELL, TLL 

CONTINUE 

DRAWING, 
OF 


COURSE... 


WHAT DO 
YOU PLAN 
TO DO 


ent 


IT’S JUST 
A SIMPLE 
DESIRE TO 
GO THERE 
AND WORK. 


I DID 
MORE 
INTER- 
VIEWS 


N THAN TI 


EVER 
HAD IN 
MY LIFE. 


ALSO LIKE 
TO GO 
BACK TO 
ICHI-F TO 
WORK. 


HONESTLY, 
I CONSIDER 
MYSELF 
A CON- 
STRUCTION 
WORKER 
BEFORE A 
COMIC 
ARTIST. 


I THINK 
I JUST 
REALLY 
LIKE IT 


= 


nn Wa 


THIS MIGHT 
SOUND 
MACABRE, 
BUT IT’S JUST 


IF THAT'S NOT 
APPROPRI- 
ATE, MAYBE 


\ “FASCINATING” 


I$ BETTER. 


| ake MNS AND WHEN 
[ geo pbc] fa) \Wis YOU GET THAT 
—— ; FEELING THAT 
BEING THERE THIS WORK IS 
ON THE SCENE 
MEANS YOU GET TO HELP PEOPLE 
TO OBSERVE IN THE END, IT 
THE WORK MAKES IT ALL 
PROCEEDING WORTH IT. 


BIT BY BIT. 


j TUK 


PLUS, I'VE 
MADE A 
WHOLE 

BUNCH OF 


FRIENDS IN } 
FUKUSHIMA. f 


1 Some SMa A 


BUT ISN'T 
THE WORK 
AND THE LIFE 
OVER THERE 
REALLY 
DIFFICULT? 


WELL, MY DAYS 
AND NIGHTS ARE 
COMPLETELY FLIPPED 
AROUND LIVING 
HERE, PLUS IT HAVE 
TO DEAL WITH THESE 
EDITORS BEING ALL 
OVER MY BACK WITH 
DEADLINES... 


THE LIFE 
OF A COMIC 
ARTIST IS 
MUCH LESS 
HEALTHY. 
SAME THING 
FOR US 
EDITORS. 


. T REALIZE 
THAT'S AN 
BUT YOU IRONIC. 
KNOW, IF vs THEY'RE COMMENT 
YOU NEVER GOING TO COMING FROM 
THINK, THE GUY 


“HE'S ALL DEMANDING 
THAT YOU DRAW. 


ITS BEENA 
YEAR ANP A 
HALF SINCE 
L LEFT ICH-E 
THEY MUST 
HAVE FOLINP 
ME OUT ANP 
BANNED ME... 


An autograph for a bookstore to display 


AFTER ALL MY 
COMMENTS 
ABOUT WANTING 
TO WORK THERE, 
IT MAKES ME 
LOOK DUMB IF T 
NEVER DO. 


WELL, 
I SUPPOSE 
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RATHER 
THAN 
CELEBRAT- 
ING MY 
VERY FIRST 


Look, | Know 
you’re worried, 
but focus on 
what you’ve 
got going on 
here! Draw, 
draw, draw! 


IT’S JUST HARD 
TO DO WHEN T'M 
FREAKING OUT THAT 
THIS IS THE VERY 
CAUSE OF MY LACK 
OF CALLS... 


UGH, MAYBE T 


SHOULDN'T HAVE 
DRAWN THIS ww WAS MORE 


PREOCCUPIED 

SERIES AFTER WITH ANXIETY, 
FEELING I COULD 
NEVER GO BACK 

TO WORKING 

AT ICHI-F THEY 

WERE UNCON- 
FORTABLE DAYS. 


Phone: Incoming Call 
Tamachi Industrial 


Mr. 
Tatsuta, 
can you 
show up 


we 


— 
Oe 


S 


GOT IT! TLL 
FREE UP MY 
SCHEDULE 


AHA~(°V °) 


ALL THE DETAILS 
YET, BUT WE'RE 
ABOUT TO GET 
A MONTHLONG 
CONSTRUCTION 
Cle. 


AND FOR THAT 
LIKE TO TAKE A 
BREAK FROM THE 

ERIES... 


/ 


ee 
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Aquoyiny uonejnbay seajny, 


IT’S GOOD 
NEWS 
THOUGH, 
RIGHT? YOU 
DIDN'T GET 
SHUT OUT 
AFTER ALL! 


YOU MENTIONED 
THAT IT'S HARD TO 
MAKE PLANS, BUT IT’S 
REALLY ANNOYING 
WHEN YOU'VE GOT ME 
AT THE WHIMS OF THAT 
PROCESS TOO! 


BUT T CAN'T 
REST EASY UNTIL 
I’M OFFICIALLY 
REGISTERED 
AGAIN. 


THE SUB- 
CONTRAC- 
TORS HAVE 
TO GATHER 

PEOPLE. 


AND 
YOU'RE 
GOING 
STARTING 
NEXT 


THE THING IS, 
YOu NEVER 
KNOW WHEN 
WORK WILL 
ACTUALLY 
START AT 
ICHI-F, SAME 
AS IT WAS 
BEFORE... 


W-WELL.., SEE 
IF YOU CAN 


STORYBOARDS 
WHILE YOU'RE 
WAITING. 


AND IT OFTEN 
REQUIRES 
CAREFUL CO- 
ORDINATION 
WITH OTHER 
PROCESSES 


THAT ARE HAP- F 
PENING AT THE & 


SAME TIME. 


S0 IT’S VERY 
RARE FOR 
THINGS TO 

JUST SPRING 

INTO MOTION. 


412 Sometimes you have to wait for this job to finish before you can work nearby 


Mentally I'm in worker mode, so | can't think about manga 


THEY STILL ~ 4 NOTHING 
HAVEN'T _ +4 ON EITHER 
CALLED? ARE 4 FRONT, I'M 
YOU MAKING “4 AFRAID... 
STORYBOARD : 


AGAIN? PROGRESS? 


IN THAT CASE, 
LET'S AT LEAST Sure, | 
DO SOME PRESS. can do 
WE'VE GOT AN 
OFFER RIGHT 
NOW. 


OUR 


SPECIAL Bene 
ISSUE IS 
HOPING TO 
ON THE 
NEWEST HEAR ABOLIT 
THE 306 OF 


3D* JOBS. FUKUSHIMA 


DAIICHI. 


= 


*The 3Ds are “Dirty, Dangerous, and Demanding” blue-collar jobs. In Japanese these are the 3Ks, for "Kitanai, Kiken, Kitsui.” 413 


ACTUALLY, WITH 


AND 
THE REST 
AREAS AND 


AS FAR 
AS THE 


THE HIGH LEVELS 
OF RADIATION, 
YOU'RE LIMITED 
TO SHORT 
WORK TIMES, SO 
IT’S NOT THAT 
DEMANDING. 


WELL, WHAT'S 
0 IF I HAD THE WORST 
TO COME UP : PART? 
WITH A RE- YOU CAN'T 
PLACEMENT "GCRATCH" 
TERM... YOUR NOSE 
WHEN IT 
ITCHES. 


GOING 
THROUGH 
HELLO WORK, 

IS EXACTLY A 
peice I DEPICTED 
THERE YOU Ee 

eal COMIC. SOME 
WORKERS 
JUST UP AND 
LEFT IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT. 


LET'S SEE... 
THE WANTED 


414 


BATHROOMS 
ARE NICE 
AND CLEAN. , 


DANGER, 
AS LONG 
AS YOU 
USE YOUR 
EQUIPMENT 
PROPERLY, 
IT'S JUST 
LIKE ANY 
OTHER CON- 


| 
Right after the STRUCTION 


accident in 2011, 
it was different 


AND THOSE 
FULL-FACE 
MASKS 
“STINK’! 


Ae 
They get cleaned so it's * 
usually okay, but’ once in 
a while you get’a bomb 
( 


el T'VE HEARD 


DOZENS OF 
STORIES 
FROM GUYS 
WHO FOUND 
OUT THAT 
THE JOB 
OFFER WAS 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 


BUT YOU'VE 
BEEN WAITING 
FOR NEARLY A 

MONTH. YOU 

COULD HAVE 
DRAWN A FULL 
anes BY 


AS AMATTER 
OF FACT, 
I'VE GOT AN 

UPCOMING 


ITS TRUE, 
THE “SYSTEM" 
FOR “SETTING 
UP" WORK IS 

“STRESSFUL.” 


Still thinking up 
S-words 


READY TO 
TAKE YOUR 
RADIATION EXAM 
TOMORROW, MR. 
TATSUTA? 


ALL RIGHT, 


Vi “= 


qin 


; ; I | NEARLY A 
SUDDEN 5 <"| MONTH SINCE 
T GOT THE 
OFFER, AND 
OVER A YEAR 
AND A HALF 
SINCE I'D 
LAST BEEN 
THERE. 


ae 


SERRE 
SSS 


Ge 


BUT 
IN JULY 
2014, 
TWAS 

HEADING 

BACK TO 
ICHI-F 


a TROT RAS A 


ES EE 


Sues 


SS Sate 


FRET Ye 
ae 


apna (a 


Ae EEE 


ZZ SS“< ae 


— 


CHAPTER 17 - END 


WHILE FICTIONAL NAMES HAVE BEEN USED FOR 


COMPANIES AND INDIVIDUALS, TATSUTA ALWAYS 


HAD CONCERN THAT THOSE CLOSE TO THE SITUATION | 


WOULD FIGURE IT OUT IF THEY READ THE COMIC. 
50 WHEN TATSUTA FOUND WORK AGAIN AT ICHI-F 
IN 2014, BOTH HE AND HIS EDITOR WERE RELIEVED. 
INCIDENTALLY, SINCE FINISHING HIS DEPICTION OF 
THE 2014 WORK STINT, TATSUTA HAS NOT RECEIVED 
ANY CALLS ABOUT NEW JOBS THERE. 


YOU'VE 
GOT NO 
PROBLEMS, 
MR. 
TRE) nO TEST 
RESULTS 


IT’S ONLY 
AFTER THIS 
STEP THAT 
IT FINALLY 
SINKS 
IN THAT 
YOU'LL BE 
WORKING 
AT ICHI-F. 


CHAPTER 18 


I TOOK A 
RADIATION 
EXAM FOR 

MY FOURTH 

VISIT TO 
ICHI-B THE 
FIRST INA 


sek DON'T 

ACTUALLY 
KNOW WHAT 
THAT WORK 

WILL BE AT 
THIS POINT... 


; ae | 
JOBAN JOINT POWER PLANT (cool smokestacks!) 


fo |i 


——- 
= 


) 
) 


Lo) 


) 


1) 


are rary 


4 
MY) 


= Re 
SAN 


ae eee 


CAN YOU 
MAKE IT? | 


: SA 
BUT ICANT | © 4 FAIRLY HIGH- 
DOITFOR EXPOSURE 

CrHAvE Tris Sos TA 
poe te SHOULD LAST 
MANGA TO 


| heard 
itin- FY 


ou DOES “INSIDE 

ie.) LUNIT 3" MEAN 

WHEN I WAS INGZ vin < \ | THE ACTUAL 
WORKING Ni K-INDSZAN ZO Wa REACTOR 
THERE IN 2012, | \ HN NN [YE BLILDINE? 


IT WASN'T IN : AES WNC PEOPLE CANT 
THE REACTOR Bd 7 AS Si EVEN GET IN 
BUILDING, BUT eS Wi 
THE RELATIVELY 
COOL (LOW- 
RADIATION) 
WASTE 
BUILDING 


SSS 


1 ANT 
i 


ty We thal 
A 


= 
= 
a 
| 
= 


YES, ID 


Sign: Tamachi Industrial A? 


I'VE GOT 
MY EXAM 
RESULTS 
AND 
RECEIPT. 


=e 
\ 


a 


nO ae 


al 


SS { 


1} AND T’LL 
y TAKE YOUR |. 


IN ADDITION 
TO THE HIRING 
CONTRACT, 
THERE ARE 
REGISTRATION 
FORMS FOR 
THE UPPER 
COMPANIES, 
BACKGROUND 
CHECKS... 
THERE'S 
MUCH MORE 
THAN BEFORE. 


THAT'S ALL 
YES, THEY | FOR TODAY. 
NEED TO SEE YOU ..BUT BEING 
CONFIRM 1\ NEXT WEEK. ON STANDBY 
THE WHILE THE 
QUALITY PAPERWORK 
OF THEIR GETS PRO- 
WORKERS CESSED ISA 
AND DO a, HUGE PROB- 
SECURITY ee LEM FOR SLB- 
CHECKS... 1 CONTRACTOR 
; EMPLOYEES, 
AS WE HAVE 
NO INCOME 
DURING THAT 
TIME. 


INDUSTRIAL 
(FAKE NAME) 
WAS A 


SECONDARY 
SUBCON- f 
TRACTOR. 


Some problems 
slip through 
the testing 

ibe 


Many of them are trying to get cash fast 


FUTABA 
WE'LL 


BRING YOU (ar OKUMA 
IN NEXT 


TOMIOKA 
NARAHA 


HIRONO 


IWAKI 


JOBAN EXPRESSWAY 


FUKUSHIMA 
PREFECTURE 


Bir 


TAMACHI 
INDUSTRIAL 
HITACHI DORM 


ARE YOU 
KIDDING 
MOST OF THE ; ME? IM 
RESTRICTED ee) LIVING 
ZONE RESIDENTS DOWN IN 
HAVEN'T BEGLIN IBARAKI? 
TO RETURN 
HOME YET, WHILE 
THE NUMBER 
OF WORKERS [i] # 
INCREASES. IWAK! [iP 
HAS LONG BEEN Myf 
OVER CAPACITY. § 


GUESS 
THERE'S MORE THAN 
SRE A FEW ICHI-F 
im WORKERS 
COMMUTE BY 
CROSSING 
PREFECTURES 
FROM 
NORTHERN 
IBARAKI NOW. 


waif ——— 
bi y 
ice. a 


Street Signs: Uchigomidaisakai Kind of looking forward to Ibaraki 
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WELL, IT’S 
TRUE THAT 
IT’S BASICALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
RENT A NEW 
PLACE IN IWAKI 
Now. 


SINCE I 
MADE THE 
TRIR I 
FIGURED 


I WOULD 
MEET A 
FAMILIAR 
FACE. 


en 
ft ~~~ ff 
YAS TATESHIBA 


CLOSED 
F DOWN THAT 
REST AREA, 

$0 EVERYONE 
ELSE HAS 
BEEN 

SCATTERED 
ELSEWHERE. 


Former roommate - quite tanned now! 


THAT'S WHAT 
T FIGURED. 
S0 IF IT’S BAD 
ENOUGH, I 
WAS HOPING 
TO MOVE 
BACK IN WITH 
YOu AGAIN, 
IF THAT’S ALL 


QUITE ALL 
RIGHT. IT’S 


ALOT OF 
STUFF CAN 
HAPPEN TO A 
| PERSON INA 

YEAR AND A 
HALF, HUH? 


IT'S REALLY 
GREAT TO BE 
BACK HERE, 

AFTER ALL 


You don't even 
get tan in the 
summer at Ichi-F 
due to the heavy 


ME. 
TSURUM/ 
LOOKS 
HEALTHIER 
THAN WHEN 
HE WAS AT 
ICHl-E 


YOU THINK 
A8OUT IT, 
WORKING AT 
ICHI-F MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 
BE BETTER 
FOR YOUR 


IT SAYS I GET 
ASOLO ROOM 
AT A BUSINESS 

HOTEL. AND 

NO HOUSING 
COST, EITHER? 

WHAT'S THE 

CATCH? 


SSW TMM 


Sign. Hitachi Center 


I SUPPOSE 
'T MUST BE 


FRESH AIR 
\ OUTSIDE. 


Si! gl COMPANY. fi 
iy) iol ~~ Dorm 
WA 


Way 


1S... THIS 
1T? 18 THIS 

PLACE IN 
BUSINESS? 


AND WE'VE 
ONLY GOT 
POWER AND 
WATER, NO 
GAS. SO 
THERE'SNO FY 
HOT WATER. 


} 

J | 
They went out of busines 
before the disaster 


426 


Cramped single room 


THIS ROOM 
SHOULD DO. 


TIMING! THIS 
IS SEKITA, 
OUR ONLY 
RESIDENT 
UP UNTIL 

YESTERDAY. 


WAY, MR. | 
TaTsuTA. [~ 


— 
SS 


ss 


THOUGH 


I FIGURE 
YOU'VE GOT 
NOTHIN’ TO 

DO UNTIL 

WORK 
STARTS. 


427 


BUT FIRST, I 
NEED THIS 
WALLPAPER 
HERE FIXED 
UP. 


THEN 
FLATTEN 
IT DOWN 
WITH THE 
ROLLER. 


IT WAS 
THINKIN’ 
WE COULD 
MAKE 
THIS THE 
DINING HALL 
AND HAVE 
EVERYONE 
EAT HERE. 


I DON'T 
NEED TO 
CALLA 
HANDYMAN 
‘CUZ T AIN'T 
OPENIN’ 
THIS UP FOR 
BUSINESS. 


I CAN PAY 
YOU FOR 
THE LABOR 
UNTIL THE 
JOB STARTS. 
LET'S SAY, 
8,000 YEN 


428 Depending on the contract terms, companies might pay a certain percentage of salary as a 
standby payment while you're waiting. If not, some of them find odd jobs like this for you 
to do. My first subcontractor, Kuromori Construction, sent us on civil engineering jobs. 


BUT HOW 
LONG WILL 

I BE ON 
STANDBY? { 


NU 


if 


So stunned by the 
housing situation that 
| forgot to ask 


WELL, THAT 
I SUPPOSE 
YOU'LL PROB- 
PAPERWORK ABLY DO THE 
FROM THE INSTRUCTION 
MASTER COURSE BY 
CONTRACTOR THE END OF 
AND THE THE WEEK. 
PROGRESS OF 
THE PLANNING 
STAGES. 


NOT AT ALL! 
I’M JUST 
RELIEVED 

TO GET THE 

CHANCE 
TO WORK 
THERE! 


THE INTE- 
RIOR OF 
THE UNIT 1 
REACTOR 
BUILDING. 


KEEP IT UP 
WITH THE 


429 


Se CRF ey 
. Cm, 
w\ a 


SS: 


SOT 
SPENT MY 


ce q AND... 
PAE e whit 


DOING HERE, 
yeteiay f : AGAIN... ? 


STERER 
AST 
WAITED. 


Starting to 
doubt myself 


ANP I WENT TOA 
PUBLIC BATH, 0 
IT DOESN'T SEEM 
THAT BAD AT ALL. 


TV doesn't 


THIS 1S 
ACTLALLY 
KIND OF 


BUT 
I WAS 
MANAG- 
ING TO 
ENJOY 


MY 
STANDBY 
PERIOD. 


It only lasted 
three days 


Getting 
good at it 


430 


ANYWAY, 
YOUR 
INSTRUCTION 


Rea oa | WE SPENT 


ONE DAY AT 
THEIR HIRONO 
OFFICE AND 
ONE AT THE 
NI-F (2-F) 
OFFICE. 


Pa 


Za 
THE \p 


BUT IM 
GLAD TO 
KNOW THAT 
L FINISHED 
SPRUCING 
THIS PLACE 
UP FIRST. 


Oddly satisfied 
with myself 


PRACTICAL 
INFORMA- 
TION ABOUT 
CURRENT 
EQUIPMENT 


AND SAFETY 


GUIDELINES. 


TAL FAURE WAS Ee Ye 
e 


eS PIB TERR 


TP ce Tk! 


Aree 


US 


ae 
=~ Comes in a laminated case 
c= a eee 


My young coworker 
Yotsuzawa 


N= 


lind 


REALLY A 
DIFFER- 
ENT EX- 
THERE'S \ PERIENCE 


CAFETERIA [yao 
THERE PAS 


y 


AW! 
Under construction in 2014 


432 It’s cold! What a delight! 


J ADDITION 
| TOTHE 
USUAL 
WBC 
TEST AT 
J-VILLAGE 


AST 
MENTIONED 
BEFORE, 

I DIDN'T 
SUFFER ANY 
IDENTITY- 
RELATED 
CENSURE 
FROM TEPCO 
ITSELF 
REGISTRATION 
ENDED 
SMOOTHLY. 


IT TAKES A 
FULL HOUR ON 
THE FREEWAY 
JUST TO REACH 
THE HIRONO 
INTERCHANGE 
WHERE YOU 
FIND JV, 


My co-resident Sekita is also doing this job 


THEN WE 


HERE WE 
JOIN UIP 

WITH THE 

| WORKERS 

| FROM THE 


‘ey \ a Ne CONTRAC- 
\ AS / TOR MAN- 
AGER AND A 
ARY SUBS. ; : S RADIATION 
ey ae MONITOR. 
i iN Les 


AT THIS 
TIME, THE 
DIFFICULT- 

TO-RETURN 
ZONE IS STILL 
CLOSED OFF 

WE HEAD 
THROUGH 
THE CHECK- 


FUKUSHIMA DAIICHI NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, ENTRY FACILITY 


S0 THIS 


ASIDE FROM 
J A FEW CARGO 
us re ee VEHICLES, 
AT THE ALL EXTERIOR 
PARKING : COMMUTER 
LOT. THIS 1S F==3 : VEHICLES 
STILL OUT- jf : f a 
3g B fh : AND INTERIOR 
Poe iruae a a —_ VEHICLES ARE 
ee ——— | @ 1 ge KEPT STRICTLY 
SEPARATE. 


WHEN WE WERE 
«al WORKING IN 2012, 
¥/{{| YOU HAD TO PUT 
ON A TYVEK AT 
J-VILLAGE, AND 
WE HAD TO PUT 
ON OUR FULL 
MASKS DURING 
THE TRIP. 


The vein authentication test from J¥ gets repeated here 


| 


[FEE (8 SHUN 


PROTEC- 
TION IS 
LAXER, 

SECURITY 

IS TIGHTER. 


Dee eZ) 


N 


You must have cotton gloves 
and surgical mask here 


“ las= 


AE 
am: eS gpuved 
Be 7 ’ 


far Woe You pull yours 
ial Mee a ; ae WU Geer of the 
Wel fecae | | : charging hold 
5 eri 1 LiL 
LAH hh 


J 


SO ANT A EAA AL | POF 


BEFORE, 
ous KZ 
THE ANTI- [<Q NOW YOu 
BARTH- i CAN JUST 
BUILDING (oS) OWN VALUE 
y, vt MAKING THE 
PROCESS 
THE Levels | “Se MUCH 


SET BYA 
WORKER SMOOTHER. 


THERE. 


Touch panel (very unresponsive!) 


2ND FLOOR MYSTERY 
(NEVER BEEN UP HERE) 2ND FLOOR LOCKERS AND APDs 


THERE’S SO 
MUCH GOING 


DOWN ON THE UP AND DOWN 


STAIRS AND 
FIRST FLOOR, TUENING 


AROUND THAT 
IT’S HARD TO 
KNOW WHERE 


AREA, THEN t YOU ARE AT 
THE SHOE : ANY GIVEN 


CUBBY AND MOMENT. 


ENTRANCE 
COR IS THAT 


JUST ME?) 


| 


cI SSS 
cal 
| WE CALL 
A THis Is : IT THE 
PRETTY 5 fo “ELECTRIC NE) 
Se Bus" (FOR | |= 
Fe | a El COMPANY F : TaLNG 
HAS ITS é Oe] ELECTRIC 


OWN BUS eM POWER 
WITHIN THE 6 F i Co AND 

WE'LL BE 

TAKING 

THAT TO 
THE ANTI- 

QUAKE 
BUILDING. 


SS NE 


Vaw ita 


7 \\ 


t 
Aa 


i 


— 


SS 


BUT Now, 
EVEN IN 
ICHI-F, YOU 
CAN WALK 
AROUND 
OUTDOORS f 

IN LOW- 
CONTAM- 
INATION 
AREAS 
WITHA 
SIMPLE 


| 
| 


d14}98[8 Ayenye Joy 


TITS ATEN-] 
MINUTE 
TRIP BY 
BUS TO 

THE ANTI- 


U/ 
9 
sy 


CR 
aE 


i 


IFELTA 

7 STRANGE 

KIND OF 

NOSTAL- 
GIA. 


see MNAMREA RIMS TAS 


| 


BUT THIS 
ISN'T A 
MEMORIAL 
TOUR. 


| 


OEE 


Quan’ 
SN 


WHEE: 


BZ 


be 


| 
SS SS } 

me | 
REACTOR 
BUILDING 
AWAITS. 


f 


CHAPTER 18 - END 


THIS TEMPORARY MALL IN FRONT OF THE NARAHA 
TOWN HALL ALONG ROUTE 6, MADE UP OF BUSINESSES 
THAT HAD TO EVACUATE FROM NARAHA, OPENED UP 
ON JULY 31ST, 2014. IT'S ABOUT 15 KILOMETERS 
SOUTH OF ICHI-F. AS DEPICTED IN CHAPTER 14, 
TATSUTA’S FAVORITES ARE TAKE-CHAN CAFETERIA’S 


CHIVES-AND-LIVER STIR FRY AND ORAHO-TEI'S 
CITRUS SOFT SERVE. 


~ CLEANUP AND ICHI-F 
WORKERS AND 
RESIDENTS PREPARING 
TO RETURN CAN MAKE 
THIS “THEIR STOP.” 
; (BY THE WAY, THE 
EVACUATION ORDER FOR 
NARAHA WAS LIFTED ON 
SEPTEMBER 5TH, 2015.) 


FOR THE 
VERY FIRST 
TIME, I SET 
FOOT INTO 
A REACTOR 
BUILDING OF 
FUKUSHIMA 
DAIICHI 
NUCLEAR 
POWER 
PLANT. 


H 
FIRST OF 
THESE 
WAS THE 
UNIT 1 
REACTOR 
BUILDING. 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
COVER IN OCTOBER 2011 


UNDER THAT 
COVER, THE 
BUILDING [| 
1S STILL 
DAMAGED 
FROM THE 
HYDROGEN 
EXPLOSION 
IN 2011. 


— SS ee 


TURBINE BUILDING 


———— 


——reacror puitoine === 
7 | ieee 


WORKING 
INSIDE 
THIS LARGE 
SERVICE 
ENTRANCE. 


THIS TWO- fF | ant a Jt) upstairs |i 
STORY WING -— an ~INSS 3] 1S WHERE 
JUTS OUT Hid | | | & 
FROM THE 

REACTOR 

BUILDING 

ITSELF. 


Yes, TI 
FEEL VERY 
ASHAMED 
TO GET YOU 
ALL WORKED 
UP ABOUT 
FINALLY 
WORKING 
INSIDE THE 
REACTOR 
BUILDING, 
ONLY TO 
START 
OFF WITH 
NAPTIME... 


OF COURSE, 
FURTHER 
IN THERE 

ARE PLACES 

MUCH MORE 

DANGEROUS 


*Sign- The atmospheric radiation here is 0.1 mSv/h 


AND TENSE. 


THE 
WORK I'M 
TAKING PART 
IN NOW IS AN 
ASSESSMENT 
OF THE FIRST 
FLOOR OF 
THE UNIT 1 
REACTOR 
BUILDING 
USING THESE 
ROBOTS. 


OUR ROBOTS ARE CALLED “SURVEY RUNNERS” 


“S73 LASER SCANNER 


BUT I'M 
DOING THIS 
TO DEMON- 


J STRATE JUST 


HOW LOW THE [4 


J EXPOSURE 


IS HERE, 
AND HOW 
RELAXED THE 
WORKERS 
ARE. 


BUT WE'VE 
GOT 
REMOTE- 


i] CONTROLLED jf 


ROBOTS TO 
WORK IN 
THERE FOR 
us. 


TOP ATTACHMENT CAN BE REPLACED 


FOR A VARIETY OF PURPOSES HAS A DOSIMETER 


INSIDE (ALSO 
MODIFIABLE) 


AS THE 
ON-SITE 
TEAM, OUR 
JOB 1S TO 
MANAGE 
THESE 
ROBOTS. 


THE ACTUAL 
CONTROLLING 
OF THE 
ROBOTS IS 
HANDLED BY 
AN OPERATOR 
TEAM IN THE 
ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING. 


IT MIGHT LOOK 
LIKE WE'RE 
JUST PLAYING, 
BUT T ASSURE ; 

YOU IT'S NOT ; Wa 
THE CASE. i 


& 


Storebought game controller 445 


WHAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF 


THIS, YOU IT’S NECES- 
ASK? WELL, SARY TO HAVE 
BY DOING PRECISE 
3D SCANS, MEASURE- 
THEY'RE MENT DATA 
PUTTING FOR FUTURE 
TOGETHER A DECOMMIS- 
COMPUTER SION WORK. 
MODEL OF THE 


BUILDING. 


LI THINK WE 
CAN GET 
THROUGH 
THREE 


OUR DUTY FOR 
THIS JOB IS TO 
SPEND A WEEK 
PERFORMING 
A FEW DOZEN 
SCANS AROUND 
THE REACTOR 
BUILDING 
GROUND 
FLOOR. 


SURE, WE 


Miler oe WAS WORKING 


SERVANTS “|| ff AT THE REST 


TO THESE 


peat : TATESHIBA 


COMPANY 
OVERJOYED, 
GETTING IN SUMMER 


TO SURVEY - 
Vm 


-_s 


UNIT 1. 
——" 


— an 
etree, Hi. 


Ie THAT | \ Seas 


INDOOR THERE? ; 
z ~ ’ TIME, THEY 


INVESTI- 
GATION 
OF UNIT 1 
WAS JUST 
STARTING. 
PERIENCED 


SURVEY- 
! 
li vA 


ERS. 
| AND NOW THE 
1 SURVEYING |= 
HAND DECON- 
 TAMINATION 
HAS GOTTEN 
TO THE POINT | 
“THere Tac |: oe f a8 ||| tHEIe RADIA- 
ING NAPS. , TION CLEAN- 
e : ING AND 
ENVIRONMEN- 
TAL IMPROVE- | 
MENTS! 
(THOUGH 
NATURAL DE- 
CAY PLAYED A 
PART, TOO.) 


But still going back to sleep 447 


WELL, I 
DON'T WANT 
YOU THINKING 
ALL I DO IS 
SIT AROUND 
AND NAP S0 
LET'S SHOW 
OFF WHAT WE 
REALLY DO 
HERE. 


| AR 0 0 0 9 


| ATTACHING iA 
SCANNER. 


=¢ 7 
aes 


RELAY ROBOT 


448 


Also monitors conditions and radiation 


The “Warrior™ 


AND IF 

EITHER OF 
THESE RO- 
BOTS HAVE 

TROUBLE 

WITH TIP- 
PING OVER, Se 

THERE'S BX f ye ¥ 

ANOTHER Z 4 BUILDING 
ROBOT THAT EFC Ft AND CON- 
WE SEND TO NE FRE TAINMENT 


HELP THEM. AU VES- 
~*~ SEL, SO 


SIGNAL IS Aa : 
POOR. Wi-Fi router is put on 
a trolley to stay as 
close as possible to 
the relay robot 


BUILDING 
ITSELF 


Movable on wheels 
INSIDE HERE, RECENT (7 


(2015) READINGS HAD 
AS MUCH AS 7000 


THISISA VAGUE I. 
CHART OFTHE = fF WITH THIS 
ATMOSPHERIC I: BLOCK 
RADIATIONON | 
THEFIRSTFLOOR |: CNTEANCE 
OFTHEUNIT1 = |. 1S NORMALLY 
REACTOR BUILDING, |: AROUND 
5 MSV/H, 


NEAR WHERE fk} 
WE'RE SITUATED. |: BUT WITH IT 
OPEN, IT'S 


ane 20 AROUND 10 
OR MORE. 


cal LARGE SERVICE ENTRANCE = 5 *ALL NUMBERS ARE IN mSv/h (AS OF 2014) 


<— ABOUT 10 M LONG — 


On F 7 
UME ee 
TTT 9 eee ee = ee eer ern ae Ae 


We Here inside, there was a max of 4700, too! 


nap up here 


There are other work teams going in and out, so sometimes you see hoses and cables that serve some unknown purpose 


BEFORE Fj 


WE DO 
A 


OUT THE 
SERIOUS 


TLL LIFT 
THE CABLE 


EXPOSURE 
IS PRETTY 


7 INTO THEIR § 
STEP THIS § 
IS THE 


D ’ 
CAN'T SEE 


ANG 
N THERE... {| OVER HERE! i 


"TA 


ALL RIGHT, 
THEY'RE 
LOOSE. 
COMMENCE 
PROCEDURE. 


i 


CONTAINMENT 
VESSEL SHOULD 
BE JUST TEN 
METERS 
AHEAD, BUT 
UNFORTUNATELY, 
IT WAS PITCH 
BLACK INSIDE 
THE STRUCTURE, 
$0 T COULDN'T 
SEE A THING. 


ROBOTS 
ARE AWAY, 
THERE'S 


i : 
Es 
— 
mI 


ine 


WE ALL WANT 
TO AVOID 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE, 
BUT IF IT’S JUST 
0.1 MSV FORA 
SINGLE HOUR, 
I UNDERSTAND 
PREFERRING 
TO JUST WAIT 
ON THE WORK 
SITE. 


PLUS, IT'S 


TRAFFIC JAM 


fs MOST WORK- 


\ 


| THROUGH THE FF 


HASSLE OF 
THE SURVEY NH 
AND CHANGING 
AT THE ANTI- 
EARTHQUAKE 
BUILDING. 


DD ODT TE ON 


IT DEPENDS 
ON THE 
WEATHER 
OF THE DAY, 
BUT ITS 
AMAZING 
THAT IM 
WEARING A 
FULL MASK 
IN JULY AND 
FEEL COM- 
FORTABLE... 


AHA, HERE 
IF YOU CAN SLEEP a \ THEY COME. 
h» . ; 


4 WITH THESE MASKS 
ON, YOU MUST BE 


TIRED! 


A ITSNOBIG 

| DEAL TO HANG 

AROUND LOW- 
EXPOSURE 
AREAS, BUT 
YOU REALLY 

NEED TO 

MINIMIZE THE 
TIME IN THE 
HOTSPOTS. 


*& 


MOOOOVE/ 


REMOVING 
SCANNER. 


Y SHALL WE 
REPLACE 
THE BAT- 
TERIES? 


BECAUSE IF WE 

sn DON'T DO THIS, 

eee ae Me THE OTHER GUYS 
\- a, ! THAT USE THE 
TAMINATED, £0 ROBOTS WILL 


WE HAVE TO yi TAKE EXTRA 


N CLEAN THEM j 
r THOROUGHLY, - ie RADIATION. 


First alarm (my limit today was 2.0 mSv, so it’s at 0.4 right now) 


Units 1-2 exhaust stack Sign: Warning: Hotspots 


eS 
wy THE OLD 
IT MUST BE Plea 
PRETTY CRAZY 
PAST HERE. 


‘the nonsense | 
= rumors about 
h| Wii it collapsing 


\ A \ : ve 
_ LARGE SERVICE 
) ENTRANCE 


THAT'S ES- A 
SENTIALLY pb 


g i) 
a 


a2 ai m7 


THE ANTI- 
QUAKE 
BUILDING, 
THEN TAKE 


Scan gy CO 


ee eed 2 
10:00 AM 


HERE’S ALSO 
BEEN A LOT 
OF WORK 
EXPANDING 
GROUND 
FACING TO 
CUT DOWN 
ON UNDER- 


Roadsides rie 


a a a 
slopes used to he ieee ee ges 
_covered with grass,” we oe 


aa BZ La LY 
: = eee 


he: 


a = nora say == = 


THE ICHI-F 
CAMPUS IS 
LOOKING 
MORE AND 
MORE 
DRY AND 
DESOLATE. 


T TURN IN 


CONTAMI- 
NATION 
TEST, AND 


Aeme 14611 awoy 06 03 a6 Ajjensn si0y2e4]U0DqNs Jamo] aM Ng ‘JIN Ul a9tJJ0 ayy ye doys si0ye1,UOIqGNs AJeWlId ay] 


(81 4aadey) aas) Wy 00% anoge ancay ay, 


Luxury 
touring bus. Very 


comfy! (If it's not THE 
crowded) 


Once again, this is not actually electric 


WE TAKE 


WE SPLIT 


ELECTRIC 
BUS FROM 
THE ENTRY 

FACILITY 
BACK TO 
J-VILLAGE. 


SS 
Picked up at a mini-mart in Hirono 


¥ AFTER THIS, f 
M WE'RE FREE 
| TO SPLITUP fF 
AND PLAY 
PACHINKO Ff 
OR VISIT THE § 


NOT THAT 


GREET US. 


Je) yueine say ‘ubIs 


A hot spring utilizing the exhaust heat from the Hitachi City trash furnace 


ACTUALLY 
IVE GOT 
SOMETHING 
MORE 
IMPORTANT 


yon, Ki tf: : TO DO THAN 
THOUGH fy 7a 


YES, OF 
) COURSE! T’LL 
|| SO YOU'LL BE COR 
ABLE TO DRAW UP Lear ie 
STORYBOARDS 
WHILE YOU'RE T’M DONE WITH 
THERE, RIGHT? 


= er t | x. ? y fF] Xx. £4 


They had put out my first collected volume and advertised the second as “coming this fall!" 


«BUT THE 
TRUTH IS, SINCE 
COMING HERE 
LIVE BEEN IN 
TOTAL WORKER 

MODE. IT CANT 
EVEN GET INTO 
THE COMIC 
MINDSET 


WELL, NO 
1 USE TOR- 
H TURING MY- 


ALL RIGHT. 
UNLIKE ANOTHER 
MY MANGA GOOD DAY 
DRAFTS, IN THE 
CONSTRUC- BOOKS. 
TION WORK 
WENT 


WE 
S. FINISHED 
UP THE 
SMOOTHLY... | 


THAT WAS 
WAY LESS 
RADIATION 
THAN I 
EXPECTED, 
SOT CAN 
STILL WORK 
ANOTHER 
FULL JOB 
THIS YEAR. 


IT’SA 
GOOD 
THING WE 
DIDN’T 


NEED THE 
WARRIOR. 


I DOUBT 
ANYONE'S 
GOING 
TO WANT 
TO STEAL 
A CON- 
TAMINATED 
ROBOT 
LIKE THIS, 


SENSO 
RSC) 

CKO 

eceneet 


& Ce 


AANA 


T HAVEN'T IN THE END, 


I SPENT 
PBTORY-. [| EIGHT DAYS 


WORK- 
BOARDS | ING AND 
RACKED 
UP TWO 
MILLI- 
SIEVERTS. 


SE SSAA BWI Be OY LT PS eh Na i A a 


! 


CHAPTER 19 - END 


THIS STOP TEMPORARILY 
me CLOSED UP AFTER THE 

i EARTHQUAKE AND REOPENED 
ON AUGUST ITH, 2012. 
TATSUTA’S FAVORITE HERE IS S| 
THE SUNSHINE TOMATO SOFT FE) 
SERVE. IT'S AN ACQUIRED 
TASTE THAT USES ONLY 
LOCALLY-GROWN TOMATOES. 


CHAPTER 20 


GIVE THE 
PACKBOT AN 
OPERATIONS 


: ~~Today’s gear, an anorak 
2 ~ (it’s like a plastic 
raincoat) 


POSSIBLE 
YET. WE 
STILL HAVE 
TO DO THIS 


STAIRS BY 


THE OLD- 
Daas FASHIONED Er 
WAN... (ey 


Zhe @ 


THAT WOULD 
BE NICE, 
WOULDN'T IT? 


NOVEMBER 
2014, I WAS 
BACK AT ICHI-F 
AS A ROBOT 
ASSISTANT. THIS 
TIME WE'RE 
CLEARING 
WRECKAGE. 


ABOUT 6-8 STEPS 


Poi way Ve 


| din 
| Pill i | i 
i 


THIS WAS 
THE HARD- 
EST WORK 
ASSIGN- 
MENT I'VE 
HAD YET. 


az, cutrEh 20) i 


Ai EAD 
‘i NI NG-FOR, 


DEPENDING 


= THE , d 

UPSTAIRS Ve 
OFTHE |/ A 
LARGE VIA \ 
3 LOW 


ON THE 
ef SPOT, UNIT 
1 CAN BE 
) PLENTY 
| IRRADIATED. 


THERE | 
WHILE ON 
STANDBY. 


x aS (a 


Ses ARCO Sak ee 
== —— eee Nr 
Sa 


ALLOWS 
YOUTO 
RELAX LIKE |] 


REACTOR 
BUILDING 
ITSELF. 


There are spots over 10 mSv/h, especially perpendicular to the opening, so we always dart to the side 


aT os 


SOMETHING 

TELLS ME THE 

AMERICAN 

MILITARY DIDN'T BUT 
EXPECT THESE 2 SINCE THE 
! WOLILD BE ACCIDENT, |] 
THAT WOULD CARRIED BY 5 THE DOORS ||| 

NORMALLY Ws HAND. £ HAVE BEEN 


, " KEPT OPEN 
REMAIN SHUT (Lt (~ae AT ALL 


WHILE IN 
OPERATION... 


It's only about 20 kg (45 Ibs), but there are no easy handles to grasp 


THE OTHER ONE IS THE 


THIS IS “PACKBOT.” THE , i 
MONITORING /COMMUNICATION ROBOT a 


THERE ARE _ WE'RE CARRYING NOW LAST TIME 
TWO KINDS (3 ition p 
ies acer COosIMETER READOUT ' FED 
WITH TAPE SO IT'S ALWAYS VISIBLE 
ASSIGNMENT, Ng <p) __ INTHE CAMERA) 
BOTH MADE N 
BY THE SAME ; THE FINE 
AMERICAN \@~. i: DEMAILG 
MILITARY Say 4 
CONTRACTOR. THIS PART CAN SECRETE, 
GRAB OBJECTS T GUESS. 


. oe ca 
S DOSIMETER 
(ALSO AFFIXED) 


| 


al 
<i 


HANDLING 
THE 


WARRIOR, 
WHICH T’LL 
DESCRIBE 
FOR YOU 
LATER. 


Y/, erprerrrrrrrTTII 


We're inside the reactor building now 


\ 


STAIRS AND SSS : \ = ia 
STEPSTHIS F& —7 s= § S88 werrisk 
SHALLOW : : <y FASTER. 
PROBABLY 
AREN'T OUT OF 
THE REALM OF 
POSSIBILITY = —— : : — 
FOR THE — se Ey ye. pie Ss 
PACKBOT TO = Stn, Pe ates ‘s over 10 mSv/h this way 


CLEAR ON ITS IN  ~_— 
Se *The exposure | 
: <x depending on whether you're (\\' 
PM. near the back or the entrance ||| 
side, holding the robot \} 
ie oa 


TE SII NNN NON Se 


noe ee 
It’s around 3-4 
~__ mSv/h here —_— 


THERE’S A RESIN HOSE TO- 
, HOLD ALL THE CABLES (ABOUT 


ANOTHER 
THING WE 
HAUL IN 
HERE. 


THE AMOUNT 
OF TIME WE 


BUILDING IS 
JUST TEN 
SECONDS! 


ae 


= ——s 


Mes, f 
HANDLE FOR 7~_ Tl 

—__PACKBOT To & = j 

wT = BS) on rowers 


i 


AT UNIT 1, 
WE COULD g 
JUST LEAVE Ef PACKBOT 
IT NEAR THE : = eee «= HAS TO 
ENTRANCE, E f P< PULL IT 
BUT THE PS) ALONG ON 
SIGNAL IS BAD ITS OWN. 
IN UNIT 3. : 2 


CL7 1). 


We set it down here 467 


YOU WENT IN 
THE DEEP SIDE 
LAST TIME, SO 
TLL DO IT THIS 

TIME. 


in 


BA 
SY 


yy 


vy 


py 
rn) 


LLY, 


MWS 
PIS 


Dy, 


y} 


TATSUTA, 
KAWAJI, 
YOU WANNA 
GO RUN 
ERRANDS? 


Z) 


i 


WE WERE 
SCRAPED R 
TOGETHER 
IN EARLY 
OCTOBER 


=o 


| 


ede _| 


Sse es 


KUROKAWA (40s) FROM TOCHIGI 


SO THIS 
FROM KUMAMOTO AN YEAH, I I$ OUR 
AG —s WONDER WRECKAGE 


WHAT THE CLEARING 
DEAL 1S. J TEAM WITH 
politi TAMACHI 


INDUSTRIAL. 
(REMEMBER, 
NOT THE 
REAL 
COMPANY 
NAME!) 


They were getting jobs ‘at 

; Hirono and Hitachinaka I MEAN, I 
BUT WE'RE power stations while we] APPRECIATE 
NOT HERE were waiting ==—| THE CHANCE 


DON'T GET 
THIS WAS THEIR a] HASTY, 
TO WORK TO EARN A 


FIRST RODEO al FELLAS. THIS 
ATICHI-F, SOAS | IS JUST HOW 
THE VETERAN IT WORKS. 
OF THE GROUP, I 
BECAME THE DE 
FACTO LEADER. 


AT THE j DAILY WAGE, 


POWER \==4| BUT STILL 
STATION. ni’ 


IT WONDERED 
IF I'D EVER 
ACTUALLY 


WORK AT 
ICHI-F 


=a 


a) 
There’s a limit to the number of people the part-time job needs, so I didn’t get to go 


aa RATE, 
THOUGHT TI I'M STARTING 
\ WAS GOING TO f TO LOSE 
HAUL IN THE FAITH IN THE 
CASH OVER A WHOLE ICHI-F 
SHORT-TERM OPERATION... 
JOB... 


Honestly, | do not 
recommend coming to 
Ichi-F for this purpose 


OH, DON’T 
WORRY 
ABOUT THAT. 
THEY TAKE 
RADIATION 
MANAGE- 
MENT VERY 
SERIOUSLY. 


Qi asta idly 


MMOS 
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| always get cautious around people who hammer the “internal radiation” and “children” keywords... 


BUT THERE'S 
NOT JUST 
EXTERNAL 
EXPOSURE, 
THERE'S 
INTERNAL 
EXPOSURE, 
TOO. 


THE THYROID 
CANCER WASN'T 
CAUSED BY 
THE NUCLEAR 
ACCIDENT, IT’S 


OCCURRENCE 
THAT THEY'RE 
DISCOVERING 
MORE OFTEN 


HUH? 18 
HE ONE 
OF THOSE 
TYPES... ? 


WBC TESTS 
AND NEVER 


HAD A BAD 
READING. 


BUT 
YOU HEAR 
ABOUT AN 

INCREASE IN 
FUKUSHIMA 
CHILDREN 


THIS MIGHT BE OLD 
NEWS TO YOU, BUT 
THYROID CANCER 
IS SOMETHING THAT 
MANY, MANY PEOPLE 
HAVE, AND THE VAST 
MAJORITY NEVER 
EXPERIENCE ANY 
ADVERSE EFFECTS. 


BUT BECAUSE IT WAS 
MANDATED THAT ALL 
CHILDREN IN FUKUSHIMA 
MUST BE TESTED AFTER 
THE ACCIDENT, THEY 
STARTED COUNTING UP 
CASES THAT WOULD 
NORMALLY NEVER BE 
DISCOVERED. 


TO COMPARE 
THESE NUMBERS, 
THE MINISTRY 
OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
DID TESTS 
IN AOMORI, 
NAGASAKI AND 
YAMANASHI, 
AND FOUND THE 
DIFFERENCE 
IN THE RATE 
OF THYROID 
ABNORMALITIES 
TO BE NEGLIGIBLE. 
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Article: Genetic mutation in thyroid cancer cells differs from Chernobyl's 


AND AFTER 
STUDYING 
THE GENETIC 
MUTATIONS IN 
THE CHILDREN’S 
CANCER CELLS, 
THEY WERE 
DIFFERENT 
FROM THOSE 


OBSERVED AFTER 


THE CHERNOBYL 
ACCIDENT. 


We don't get too deep into this debate because we know from experience that getting too heated leads to fights 


WELL, I WANT 
TO SEE IT FOR 
MYSELF. PLUS, 
I NEED THE 
MONEY. 


BUT STILL, A JOB 
IS A JOB, AND 
YOU'VE GOT TO 


AS IT TURNED 
OUT, IT NEEDN'T 
HAVE WORRIED. 


THAT MAKES ME 
WONDER, ONCE 
WERE ON THE 
SCENE, WILL 
KAWAS MANAGE 
7O DO THE WORK 
PROPERLY... ? 


HONESTLY, IF 
YOU'RE THAT 
WORRIED, I 
WOULDN'T 
RECOMMEND 
FORCING 
YOURSELF 
TO WORK AT 
ICHI-F 


SPOKEN LIKE A 
STOIC FORMER 
SDF SOLDIER, 
MR. KUROKAWA! 


i 
N IN FACT, 
% SOMETIMES 
HE PRESENTS 
BENEFITS 


HE’S NOT 


THE KIND SN 
THE OTHERS \) 
aan DONT, BUT T'LL Ky» 
FALTERS EXPLAIN MORE 
ON THE JOB ABOLIT THAT 


AFTER ALL. 


= 
ai 


it easier for 


|@ packbot to pull 


Ly 
yy, 


yy 


Wer 
pe 


RETREAT TO 
THE SHIELD 
SHELTER! 


. ae | EP aah Tia canes nas aS Ve i ai am 
AVI" ype 
i = | WL E a : 


AT THIS POINT, I SHOULD 


-» THE UNIT 


PROBABLY PROVIDE A 
GENERAL EXPLANATION a pace ey 
OF THE TURBINE BUILDING. | __ acnenes: 


WHEN WE SAY “TURBINE 


BUILDING" IN A GENERIC SERVICE BLDG oe 

SENSE, WE'RE ACTUALLY Contains a shelter ING, AND 

TALKING ABOUT THE for changing gear CONTROL 
ENTIRE STRUCTURE THAT angig 9 


and outfits, but it's eh BUILDING. 
heen unused since | 


the’ accident 


ENCOMPASSES... 


UNIT 3 TURBINE BLDG 


CONTROL BLDG 
The central operations 
room that operates the 

reactors is on the second 

floor 


THE AIRLOCK WHERE WE JUST WERE 


AKA “PINE CORRIDOR” 


UNIT 3 REACTOR BLDG 
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Lee eZ : 
S \ REE (Uy eel TT AT | is 
7 ON isan CTY oa! Ln pp” 
b . OO. p Ie Ziel ‘a IS CALLED 
7 ZAR nag ae Ze , f( ; de 
vue Ta i THE PINE : 
| FOR 


MORE LEAD SHEETS IN FRONT OF THE 


aoe ta AIRLOCK TO SHIELD RADIATION i 
THE PINE PRE peep - (3 0.8 msv/h THERE'S A 
CORRIDOR SY eee cement I SLOPING 
DEPENDS ON | RAMP ON 
Pd ei i | af THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 
AIRLOCK, 


AND ON THAT f 


H to 0.5 MSV/H. 

i 

2-3 mSv/h 

{ que SLOPING RAMP —— OF THIS CHAPTER Ss 
\X ——— = — Sora y; 

wickiek This fluctuates depending on “ 


LOCATION, BUT 
AROUND 0.3 
ance anil roan nin ios an “STAIRS wel é 
CLIMBED AT THE START AS 
S 


NN 
decontamination status, so these fp 


RELAY UNIT ( a h 
CONTAINS A : 
COMPRESSOR THAT | ; THIS OTHER 
CAN SPRAY OUT OR - ae |i ROBOT 
SUCK UP THE WATER rar! Ege 1S THE 
Hee “RACOON,” 
A DECON- 
TAMINATION 


OF THERE. 


CLEANSING HEAD WITH 
BRUSHES INSIDE 


; Gn c switched to a high- 


call “skateboards” support the = 
decontaminating water hose MOVEMENT UNIT 
pressure washing head 


THE DECONTAMINATION TEAM THAT COMES IN AFTER US USES THISONE 473 


I! DOES THE 


») : 


THIS GUY 


LAUDABLE 
DUTY OF 
REDUCIN 
RADIA- 


WD DPPIPDON 5 


~~ 


J mi i, 
I 


NE ‘ie 
pie 
J mie My \,f 


HOSE GETS 
STUCK ON A 
CORNER, THE 
OPERATOR'S 
ROOM IN THE 
ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING WILL 
CALL US. 


STRANGELY fig ea : 
cine KC Gee 

i aw ANYWAY? fe 
WANTS TO AVOID. Nai . 
EXTRA RADIATION 


BE THE FIRST ONE 
IN THERE. 


y WELL, WHAT 


THE HOSE Proz\ } y Y, 
AND SKATE- 4s t ELSE CAN 
BOARDS GET = / YOU DO? 
TANGLED AT : s 
THE AIRLOCK 
CORNER ALL 

THE TIME. 


Nw ATTA ANA UL NTLY 7 


»wysé 


yy 


e~ 
ES 
ZZ ZS 


BUT THIS 

1S WHERE 
KAWAI 

SHOWED 

2 HIS TRUE 

Ai WORTHI!! 


sit 


NI —< 


yy) 


fmt 


SLD 


Cao 


THE THING 18, 
THERE ARE 
ISSUES THAT I 
WOULDN'T BE 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT, GIVEN MY 
MINIMAL FEARS 
ABOUT THE A 
H HEALTH EFFECTS ( if FI= Bl | 
H OF RADIATION... i = iE | 
: ill 
\= Wo 


LAMAR ANA 


= the primary 
subcontractor 
above our Tamachi 


ae = Industrial 
SS tI 


. BUT THOSE 
WHO ARE 
MORE WARY 
OF EXPOSURE 
THINK 
CAREFULLY 
ABOUT 
IMPROVE- 
MENTS THAT 
ULTIMATELY 
HELP ALL OF 


S as 


al 
Pll 


WE SHOULD 
DO THAT AT 
THE START 

TOMORROW. 


EVEN THOUGH T 
RATTLE ON ALL 
THE TIME ABOLIT 
HOW MINIMIZING 
EXPOSURE IS 
IMPORTANT TO 
INCREASE THE 
NUMBER OF DAYS 
YOU CAN WORK, 
I HAD TO ADMIT 
THAT THIS OPENED 
MY EYES TO HOW 
RESIGNED T 
WAS ABOLIT THE 
CURRENT STATE OF 
THING 


ACTUALLY 

THE BEST 

THING FOR 
(o) 


WARRIOR- 
HAULING 


The number fluctuates depending on where we are in the schedule It's faster just to cut the anoraks off 


Re a OE AS | 
SHIRAIWA FROM IWAKI, ONE OF 3 THE FOUR # 
THE NON-TAMACHI MEMBERS 


OF US ARE 


THIS TIME SZ : 
AROUND. a) a 
WEARING TYVEK, <0“3SE= 


< UNDERNEATH 2/4vtee- 
IT’S FINE, = a / 


ay 
SINCE re 
"R ee 


AND IT’S 
FULLY ITLL NOT EVEN 
MORNING 


Ao Ges eS 1 CAN'T EVEN 


SHIFTS TELL WHEN I 
FROM SHOULD BE 
WORKING i ’ GOING TO BED... 

ON THE \ : 


SHIP. 


THE JV 
PARKING 


INSIDE 
ICHI-F BY 


18 = (ee ee: 


IF ALL 
GOES 
WELL, 
WE FIN- 
ISH UP 
AT THE 
ITE . ' li 
} AROUND ae g BS ow 
500 : : Ti | WORK 
BND CL 1S OVER 
RETURN : BEFORE 
_ Ml we even 
| GEE THE 
—| SUNRISE. 


j= 


AEDS ITE RATA ET TEES TELS 


ml 


¥/ 


iS NY 
Nii 
SS eel 


IS 


SERVICE 
EN- 


BS £ WE HAVE 
TRANCE, a TO HAUL 
WHERE 


THE 
THE WARRIOR | 
WARRIOR 
GOES IN 


AND OUT, 
B| 1S WITHIN 


EEN 


si 


S 


& 


or 


\ You Eh qo 
ESSA ly Kyat here while it’s 
2 We ary 
ae ——/ : Watt 


TL [MLRAMED) GAARNASRAL FA EAREAY GUE, fun) | 


PROBABLY 
DECIDED IT 
WAS BEST DONE, 
GENTS! 


| ...8O THEY ff 


eS Tn Le 


I THINK 
WE'D ALL 
APPRECIATE 
IT IF YOU 
KEEP IN MIND 
HOW MANY 
ARE WORKING 
HERE 
AROUND THE 
CLOCK. 
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ONCE WE 
GET BACK, 
THE ROBOT 
OPERATORS IN 
THE CONTROL 
ROOM ARE 


UNDERWAY 
WITH THEIR 
JOB. 


Spacious, since no one’s here yet 


IF THE PLAN 
WORKS 
TOMORROW 
AND WE DON’T 
HAVE TO FEED 
THE HOSE... 


IN THAT CASE, Warrior team and packhot team have 
about the same exposure and work THING. ITLL 
amount BE OUR 


CORRIDOR OWN LITTLE 
GAIN ts) Qo 


A 
TOMORROW! 


CONTROL 
ROOM, 
GOOD TO 
GO! 


~~ E A 


= 


THE THING 


CORNER Sxeus 
ENE 


ONLY OB- 
STACLE. /} 


ae 
PRK 


SS) 
Da <1» : 


HOSE 1S 
FULLY 


"> cccccneu i Soe 


___Two anoraks and a Tyvek, but 
__ if you try hard, you can read \\ 
the APD through three layers \) 


THAT PUTS 
US AHEAD OF 
THE WARRIOR 


AND WHEN 


EXPOSURE / 


TIMES THE 
SMALLEST 


H 
F 
| 
| 
f 


us 


A ROUSING 
success! 


482 CHAPTER 20 - END 


THIS FACILITY TAKES ITEMS FOUND 
DURING THE TSUNAMI WRECKAGE CLEANUP 
EFFORTS SUCH AS PHOTOS AND ALBUMS. 
IT'S IN THE TOWN OF NAMIE NORTH OF 
ICHI-F, ON THE OCEAN SIDE OF ROUTE 
6. YOU DON'T NEED 10 BE A RESIDENT 
TO BROWSE, SO TATSUTA VISITED A FEW 
TIMES AFTER ROUTE 6 REOPENED. IT ALSO 
HAS ITEMS LIKE STUFFED ANIMALS AND 
GUITARS. 


CHAPTER 21 


i 


LET’S CONTINUE fs \ 
WITH THE STORY 
OF THE ROBOT | 
WORK AT THE fF 
UNIT 3 REACTOR | 
BUILDING IN é 
NOVEMBER 
2014. 


IN THE LAST 
CHAPTER, T 
INTRODUCED THE 
“PINE CORRIDOR’ 
NEAR THE TURBINE fF 
BUILDING AIRLOCK, 
THROUGH WHICH 
WE SEND THE 
PACKBOT AND AP 


A ANAL AUAIETOOTENU AAT AAA SNOOTY 


a )))) San, 
TTT) 


aa 


a 


THIS TIME, WE'LL 
GO OVER THE 
LARGE SERVICE 
ENTRANCE 
OF THE UNIT 
3 REACTOR 
BUILDING, 
WHICH IS HOW 
THE DEBRIS- 
REMOVING 
WARRIOR BOT 
GETS IN AND 


WHY ARE 
THERE 
SO MANY 
SCREWS? 


THIS IS AN 
EXTREMELY 
SENSITIVE 
LOCATION WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
RADIATION 
CONTROL, AS IT’S 
QUITE HOT. 


IF YOU HAD 
TO DO THIS 


FIELD, YOLI'D 
BE DEAD 
BEFORE YOU 
FINISHED. 


ALL DONE. 
LET'S GO! 


STEP TAKES }} 
OVER TEN 
MINUTES, | 

$0 WE HAVE Ff 


Military secrets | 
| : classified from 
eral knowledge! 


SEA SIDES 


INCIDENTALLY, 
cov] THE TURBINE 
a BUILDING 

ve seaiee 
TH 
WARRIOR'S. ue 
R 
CHARGED UNIT 3 TURBINE BLDG WESHITCH UNIT 4 OPPOSITE 
i SIDES OF THE 
gag : REACTOR ARE 
SERVICE 7 . AS “SEA SIDE” 
ENTRANCE. AND “MOLIN- 
; : x TAIN SIDE," 
RESPEC- 
TIVELY. 


UNIT 3/4 SERVICE BLDG ENTRANCE 


sys MOUNTAIN SIDE === 


The service entrance is totally flat, not a mountain. 
It's probably meant in contrast to “sea,” nothing more. 


I Bal Na, ¢. + 


CAN'T THEY 
FIX UP o 
THESE METAL 


PLATES? 
OUR JOB 


j 


Ce SN NL kk 


WY 


There are gaps between the metal plates 


UNIT 2 REACTOR BUILDING > 


WHEN THE 
MOON HITS 
YOUR EYE... 


YoucAN fi | ey 
EETHE [i Oe) 
MOON ft Gy ay 
STRAIGHT |} owe 

AHEAD | ion 

GOING 
BETWEEN 
UNIT 2 AND 

LINIT 3. 


6 


Ta rok BS 


Depends on phase of the moon, time, and weather 


WE'RE THE ONLY 
a lTT MAKES ONES WHO GET 
THE SIGHT TO SEE THIS 
EVEN MORE AMAZING VIEW 
STUNNING, OF THE MOON 
DOESN'T IT? FROM THIS 
EXACT SPOT. 


UNIT 3 REACTOR BLDG 
OVER 10 mSv/h INSIDE 


SIMPLE SHIELD OF « 
~ LEAD SHEETS 


| P 


ea ii 


load removed 
rubble onto 


= Oz 
CULVERT (SERVES __ _ 
AS SHELTER) 


0.5 mSv/h WE PARK BACK HERE | 


& Above values are when the door is closed 


| MOUNTAIN 
SIDE, SO 
SOME- 
i) TIMES YOU 


WHILE 

A YOU WALK 
AROUND 
EH] TRYING TO 


PROVIDER 
CALLED “AU.” 


SOME 
TATESHIBA 
AFFILIATE 


| TATESHIBA 
SERVICE f— 
1S HERE. 


Electric-powered 489 


4 THE ANTI- 
QUAKE 
BUILDING. 


THE PACKBOT 
GOES IN FROM 
THE SEA SIDE, 
AND THEY 
BOTH MEET 
UP INSIDE 
THE REACTOR 
BUILDING. 
THE WARRIOR 
THEN BEGINS 
ITS RUBBLE 
CLEANUP 
PROCESS. 


STARTING 
UP THE 
ROBOT, THE 
OPERATORS 


ROOM TAKE 


Sd DI 
Z ZW 


Warrior has a camera too; 
the more eyes, the safer 


the work process = Me ene 
a) f ASSISTANT—IT 
PULLS ALONG 
THE AP CART 
TRANSMITTING 
THEIR DATA, 
AND KEEPS AN 
EYE ON THE 
WARRIOR’S 
SURROUNDINGS. 


ae O(a 


Came to watch, since 
there's nothing else to 
do in the break room IT’S ALL 


WE STARTED 
OFF DOING 
WORK 
INSIDE THE 
BUILDING, LIKE 
EVERYONE 


$0 YOU 
DIDN'T GET 
HIRED HERE 
AS A ROBOT 
OPERATOR? 


WELL, /T 
MIGHT BE 
EASIER SAID 
THAN DONE 


S0 THEY 
GAVE US THIS 
SPOT IN THE 
ANTI-QUAKE 

BUILDING, 


VERY LITTLE 
RADIATION. 


: ze | 
: = = 
PR | 


——, 


SURE, IF 
SO EVEN YOU GAVE 
I COULD IT A TRY. 


IT BET A KID WHO 
GREW UP ON VIDEO 


MAYBE WE 
GAMES WOULD SHOULD HIT UP 
LEARN IT FASTER. Be 


SOME LOCAL 
ARCADES TO 
RECRUIT! 


BUT THE THING IS Ra, APRIL 2015: UNIT 1 REACTOR CONTAINMENT 


THE PROCEDURES 
NEEDED FOR RUBBLE 

CLEANUP AND —_-s 
DECONTAMINATION E ge ea Z 

HAVE BEEN PES. Zi » 
ESTABLISHED FOR A : DOZ PIPE-DUCKING 


WHILE, $0 BASICALLY ves CONFIGURATION 
ft IT TRANSFORMS! 


I’M GUESSING 
THAT WHEN 
THEY START 

INVESTIGATING 
INSIDE THE 

CONTAINMENT 

VESSEL ITSELF, 

THEY’LL HAVE 

TO USE HIGHLY- 


ANYONE CAN DO THIS 
STUFF WITH A LITTLE 
PRACTICE FIRST. 


, TRAINED 

STAIR-CLIMBING ENGINEERS 

WITH ACE PILOT 
SKILLS 


CONFIGURATION 


IN ESSENCE, USING 
EXISTING CIVILIAN 
PRODUCTS IS 
QUICKER, BOTH FOR 
PRODUCTION AND 
TRAINING. 


DON'T BE 
SILLY. YOU'VE 
ALREADY 
TAKEN YOUR 
RADIATION— 


REGARDLESS 
OF HOW MUCH 
EXPOSURE 
eneee SOMEONE'S 
ALREADY, 
THERE'S 
ALWAYS A 


EVERYONE 
UNDER- 
STANDS THE 
FRUSTRA- 
TION AND 


FEELING OF 
COMPASSION 
FOR THOSE 
HEADING TO 


THE HIGH-RAD 


HOTSPOTS. 


TRICKINESS 
OF MANAG- 
ING THAT 
REMAINING 
EXPOSURE. 


EVERY 
COMPANY 
STRUGGLES 
TO MAN- 
AGE ITS 
EMPLOYEES’ 
EXPOSURE 
LEVELS. 


RUE i —. te MOOI EE OE cols, OT aL 


NEXT DAY, 2:30 AM 
ENTRY FACILITY REST AREA 


S50 THEY'RE 
FINALLY 
SENDING A 
MANAGER 
FROM THE 
MAIN OFFICE 
TO THE SCENE, 


DOES THAT MEAN 
THE DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF AND 
GENERAL MANAGER 
WILL BE HERE 


WELL, ALL OF 
US WORKING 
LOCALLY ARE 
BASICALLY AT 


OUR LIMIT FOR 


THE YEAR. 


MORNING, 
EVERYONE. 
TODAY WE'RE 
JOINED BY 
SECTION CHIEF 
MITA FROM 
WWE’S MAIN 
TOKYO 
OFFICE. 


setae 


uma. 


a ey 
Bi, 


I DON’T KNOW, IT’LL 
BE HARD TO TELL 
THE SECTION CHIEF, 
“PICK UP THAT HOSE 
AND RUN!" 


ALL JOKES 


IF THEY 
BE LOADING 


ASIDE, WE'LL | 


DON'T BE SHY 
ABOUT THAT. I'M 
HERE TO DO THE 
WORK WITH YOu! 


THAT WILL 
INCREASE 
OUR 
EXPOSURE, 


TURBINE BUILDING, PINE CORRIDOR 


THIS WAY IS SHUT DUE TO HIGH RADIATION 


j WHEN THE : 

'] WORKPLACE IS [| 

.| DEEP INSIDE | 
| THE REACTOR 


THIS IS 


-| BUILDING, THE 
AP CART'S BECAUSE IT 
(| HOSE ISN'T HAS TO CIRCLE 
| LONG ENOUGH ALL THE WAY 
FORTHE | AROUND THE 
PACKBOT TO PCV (PRIMARY 
See ERe CONTAINMENT 
THE TURBINE WESeEL 
BUILDING LARGE SERVICE 


AIRLOCK. ENTRANCE 


ALL THIS 
MOVING 
AROUND IS 
ANNOYING, 


PIR 


f= — 


It could do it if it had to, but it's faster for humans to carry it 


WELL, THE 
RADIATION’S 
HIGHER HERE, 
(| AND THERE'S NO 


MOST 
ANNOYING 
IS THAT, 
UNLIKE THE 
WARRIOR, 
THE 
PACKBOT 
CAN'T MAKE 
IT UP THE 


STORAGE SPACE 


STAIRS 
AT THE 
ENTRANCE. 


i Se 
AE ee ee 


SA 


Ee 


ENTRANCE, 
THE REGULAR 
RADIATION RATE 
IS AS MUCH AS 
DOZENS OF 
CHARGE. 


INSIDE THE 
LARGE SERVICE 
MSV/H, SO IT’ 


NERVEWRACKIN 


i FS CS 


aL : be: 

fz a A aye ‘i 

Ves iS ~ stanbey 
p\ i 
S 4 ans 


! i i pette ( 


WHAT ELSE 


2 HOU a 
oR No ce ONLY TAKE 


THE HOSE f\ TWOATTHE f —7" 


IF IT GETS 
CAUGHT? 


a) 


CO 


I'M HERE ON 
THE SHORT 
TERM TO GIVE 
YOU GUYS AS 
MUCH TIME AS 
POSSIBLE. SO 
TAKING ON A 
LITTLE EXTRA 
IS NO SWEAT 
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AH, YES? 


WA CREAT, SO IT'S 


ALL INSIDE 


AFTER THE 
RUBBLE 
CLEARING, 
WE PULL OUT 
THE BOTS AND 
ROLL UP THE 
AP CART AND 
HOSE UNDER 
A BLUE TARP 


S 


: PSS 


I’M TELLING 
YOU, NO 
ONE’S GONNA 
STEAL AN 
IRRADIATED | 
ROBOT LIKE | 
THIS. = / 


= hecause it’s a high 
~~ precision device 


OTHER 
THREE 
HEADED 
BACKTO § 
THE ANTI- 
QUAKE 
BUILDING 
TO 
MINIMIZE 
ie) 


uR 
LEVELS. 


Borrowed another car 


iNET cASHNAN AGA SHAREL AURORA 
vA ne 4 


OuR 
STANDBY 
LOCATION 

4 IS ATOPA 
Hai HILL OVER 
_4 200 METERS | 
_d AWAY, WHERE 
| IT’S SAFE. 


FST ASEAN 


ONTHIS § 


| UNITS 1-2 Z 


= WAIT HERE 
en >, 


om op. 


FORMER YACHO-Ho- 


THE LACK OF 
ANY PRESSING 
TASKS IS A SIGN 

THE WORK IS 

GOING WELL. 
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YOU DON’T 


iy 


NOTHING 


i 
: 


EVEN WHEN 
YOU'RE ON 
STANDBY 


FORA 
LONG TIME, 
CAREFUL 


CAN HELP 
MINIMIZE THE 
EXPOSURE 
AMOUNT. 


iti = 
BLIT 
THERE'S 
ONE 
OTHER EN- ae Way es 
EMY ASIDE 
FROM 
RADIATION 
SURE. UY 
AY 
Re xX 
— 


Aclerk comes over immediately 


fo 


IT’S AT 
THE EXIT 
FACILITY 
SURVEY 

MACHINE. 
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Taken to a separate room 


YOU'VE 
GOT BODY 
CONTAMI- 


Wet tissues 


IT 
IT DIDN'T PROBABLY 


POPPED 
UP ON 
YOUR 
SHOES 

ON THE 


) ’/ 4 : WAY HERE, 
my socks, fA) NE 


TOO. 


Pr 


ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING. 


BUILDING, 
WHERE 
THEY'RE 


a 
= 
i 
a 
i 
a 
i 
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EXTERIOR 
CONTAMI- | 
NATION IS 


TO WEAR IT |fj 
CAN GETIT | 


WHICH BOOT 
YOU GET IS 
JUST LUCK 

OF THE DRAW, 
BUT IF YOL'RE 
DESPERATE TO 
AVOID CONTAMI- 
NATION... 


oe THUS 
LEAVING A 


--. THERE'S 
ALSO 


NE OF 


MY PART. DEFENSE! 


WERE YOU WHY DON'T 
DIRTY? =. YOU TRY 
WEARING THE 
INSIDE SHOE 
COVERS, MR. 
TATSUTA? 


YOU DON'T 
LIKE THEM 
BECAUSE 
IT'S HARD- 
ER TO WALK 
IN THEM, 
RIGHT? 


KEEP IT 
TOGETHER, 


MR, TATSUTA. 


YOU'RE 
OUR TEAM 
LEADER! 


JOBAN EXPRESSWAY, YOTSUKURA 
PARKING AREA 


a 


PP PTLLTIN 
ZZ TL FLIN 


ea 


504 Sign: Yotsukura-tei 


ALL RIGHT, 
GUYS. YOU GOT 
ME... 


WHATEVE! 
HAPPENED 


OOOH, THE 
MEHIKAR] HERE 
ARE HUGE! 


ot 
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A RENOWNED COMPOSER FROM FUKUSHIMA PREFECTURE. 
HE WAS ACTIVE BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WWII, AND 
WROTE MANY FAMOUS PIECES LIKE THE “OLYMPIC MARCH" 
FOR THE OPENING CEREMONIES OF THE 1964 TOKYO 
OLYMPICS, AND THE THEME FOR THE SUMMER KOSHIEN HIGH 
SCHOOL BASEBALL TOURNAMENT. TATSUTA’S REPERTOIRE 
OF OLD TUNES INCLUDES MANY OF HIS SONGS, ESPECIALLY 
“NIGHT OF THE IOMANTE.” IN CHAPTER 11, HE DEPICTED A 
PERFORMANCE OF KOSEKI'S “THE HIGHLANDS TRAIN RIDES 
ON" AT A TEMPORARY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT. 
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THE NAME 
SUGGESTS, 
THIS IS FOR 

CARGO. 
WORKERS GO 
IN THE NORMAL 
SERVICE DOOR. 


SERVICE AREA 


p 


LARGE SERVICE 
ENTRANCE 


UNIT 3 TURBINE BLDG 


CONTROL AREA 


PINE CORRIDOR 


p 


_——— 


ii 


UNIT 3 REACTOR BLDG 


LARGE SERVICE 
ENTRANCE 


“DG” STANDS 
FOR DIESEL 
GENERATOR. 
TURNING IT 
ON IS ONE 
OF THE FIRST 
STEPS WHEN 
BEGINNING A 
SHIFT. 


THE DGS 
ELECTRIC- 
ITY IS WHAT 
POWERS THE 
COMMUNICA- 
TIONS OF 
THE ROBOTS 
IN THE PINE 
CORRIDOR, 
AS WELL 
AS THEIR 
BATTERY 
CHARGERS. 
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AS SHOWN 
LAST CHAP- 
TER, THIS IS 
THE DAY WE 
MOVED THE 


RS) THE MOUIN- eis 


TAIN SIDE 


ENTRANCE. b- 


\ ; x 16 (tl 
Ze Me = < W E if _. ( 
INC qs DT 
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THE UNIT 
3 SERVICE 
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PACKBOT 


AT THE TIME, 
I MENTIONED 
THAT WE 
CHANGED 
OUR STANDBY 
LOCATION 
“ TO REDUCE 
‘ RADIATION 
waar? ts Ug ‘e EXPOSURE, 
gues A} BUT NOW TLL 
Al__— DESCRIBE 
4 WW ANOTHER SUCH 
§ MEASURE Ff 
WE TOOK TO 
INCREASE 
SAFETY. 
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TATSUTA 


ys 


KAWAII KUROKAWA 


MR. SHIRAIWA 
1S A FONT 
OF WISDOM 
WITH YEARS 
OF WORKING 
ON NUCLEAR 


(| Sa ee 
MEAL 
[aN 


iC) BUT THE 
Ne ES PROBLEM 
Fe NE IS HERE. 


= 
RAC (| 
lela 
eK i 
" A 

cit 


CHIEF MITA FROM THE 


SHIRAIWA TOKYO OFFICE 


E] HE HAS AN 

] UNCANNY FF 

| ABILITY TO Fj 
ALWAYS 3 
FIND THE |} 
THING WE 
NEED. 


YEAH, THIS 
LOOKS A BIT 


THANKS TO 
THE PIPING 
AND OTHER 
THINGS BUILT 
AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT TO 
FACILITATE 
CLEANUP, 
SOME SPOTS 


You always have to try, even if it looks impossible 


LS 
(ae 
/ fest CY) 


ROLLING 
ON THE 
GROUND. 
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Sie ~\ oe HF] THIS HOSE 
HATE | a F 
HOLDING SA, / ae pene oce 
zap. KX OUAg Jans | ih 
ACTIVE* vm (2352) . } FLOOR 
STUFF | mae 1h, we 
LIKE THIS. | BUIDING. 
GIVES ME : 
THE WIL- : 
LIES! 
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My 
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ike they might as well be a source of radiation. 
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*In our lingo, we often call highly-contaminated things “radioactive,” because it seems 
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os, aie ACC 
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aCe, 


EDD yc, SA 


THROUGH 
THE 
LARGE 
SERVICE 
EN- 
TRANCE 
OF THE 
REACTOR 
BUILDING, 
MOUN- 
TAIN SIDE. 


, 
; 
| 


A 


Ey 
ts } 
Sy | 
& % 


Unomisaki Hot Spring in Hitachi 


HMM, IT’S 
A TOUGH 
NUT TO 


AFRAID T’LL Wet IN 
PRINCIPLE I 
BE BUSY DON'T MIND YOU 
THERE FOR 
AWHILE. 


———— 


T’M SORRY... BLT IF a) Trying toi, 


THE LACT | T CAN'T DO LONGER bangain.ol, 
TIME JULY), \ Ss STORYBOARDS, T MIGHT PAS 
YORCUNT (aa BE ABLE TO FULLY DRAW 


ACTUALLY 
PUT TOGETH- AND oe salir SHORT 


ER ANY STO- 
RYBOARDS, 
DID YOU? 
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ACTUALLY, 
INTEREST. Nf 
ING TO HAVE gee 
YOU DRAW UP wy UEEY 
FINISHED MATE- DRAW: 
RIAL WHILE 
DOING THE DE- 
COMMISSION- 
ING WORK. 


WHAT DID YOu 
DRAW THIS 
WITH? IT’S NOT 
YOUR USUAL 
LINEWORK. 


Chapter 13 


BUT IN THIS WE'LL GO WITH 
COMIC’S CASE, IT THIS TIME, BUT 
YOU COULD I'D RATHER YOU 
SAY THAT THE CAME BACK AND 
LOOK OF THE DID IT PROPERLY 
ART CHANGING FOR THE NEXT 
WITH THE CHAPTER 
CIRCUMSTANCES ; 


IS PART OF THE 


So how 
much 
longer do 
you think 
your stint 
Will last 


I’M SORRY, 
I'M SORRY. 


IF YOU DON'T 
COME BACK 
SOON, IT'S 
GOING TO BE 
TOO LONG OF 
A HIATUS FOR 
THE SERIAL- 
IZATION. 


L CANT 
JUST SIT 
BACK AND 
ENJOY THE 
WORK LIFE 


i) 
wii 


Open-air bath with a gorgeous ocean view 


DAY, WHEN 
THE CHIEF 
ANDI 
RETURNED 
FROM BEING 
ON STANDBY 
FOR THE 
ROBOTS... 


WE'RE TIRED 
OF CARRY- 
ING THAT 
CONTAMI- 
NATED STUFF 
THROUGH 
THOSE TIGHT 


DOORS, 
RIGHT? 


THE THREE 

OF US WERE 

JUST THINK- 
ING ABOUT 


TO THE SEA 
SIDE TO- 
MORROW. 


THE 
TURBINE 
BUILDING 

LARGE 
SERVICE 

EN- 

TRANCE! 


BUT THE 
RA- 
DIATION’S 
PRETTY 
HIGH 
AROUND 
THERE, 
RIGHT? 


GRAB THE 
PACKBOT, 
TWO GRAB 
THE AP 
CART AND 
HOSE, AND 
THEN RUN! 


IT'S A STRAIGHT 
LINE TO THE 
PINE CORRIDOR, 
SPACIOUS, AND 
NOT THAT FAR. 


THIS SPOT 1S 
ABOUT 6 mSv/h 


UNLOAD THE STUFF 


I MEAN, WE Am Eun 


ALWAYS RUN 

TO THE DG TO 

START IT UP 

AND MINIMIZE UNIT 3 TURBINE 
EFFECTS... BLDG 


PINE CORRIDOR 


UNIT 3 REACTOR 
BLDG 


«YOU CAN 
FIX ANY 
TANGLES! 


WN) 


WD, 


Z 
2 
~) 


y 


Wy) 


mys 


Wir 
Cf 


BACK UP THE CAR! | 


PEOPLE 
ALWAYS G0 
IN THE USUAL 
DOOR AND 
WAIT HERE 


FOUR OF 
US WILL BE 
READY NEAR 
THE SERVICE 
ENTRANCE 
WHERE IT’S 
COOLER, AND 
THE LAST 
MEMBER WILL 
BACK THE VAN 
UP FOR US. 


Dy) 


NS 


Gets tangled 
from being 


A < 
Cau 
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CARRY- 
ING THE 
TLL ADMIT, SHORT TIME HOSE AND 
TSA IN A HOT SPOT TREADS, 
GAMBLE. VERSUS LONG VOLIRE 


TIME IN A 
COOL SPOT. GETTING 


YOUR 
RADIATION 


“OPERA- 
TION DG"! 


AT THE WORST, 
THE DRIVER 
WILL GETA 
NICE BIG DOSE 
SITTING RIGHT 
AT THE SERVICE 
ENTRANCE 
HOTSPOT. 


Lost at rock-paper-scissors 


nuns | 


Okay to 
standby! 


OS 


AANA 
ANAS 


: 
Ss 
SS 
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[Sic errs 
ALERTREUEGETR REET 
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yin MK 
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STEP, 
CHIEF! 


| ) NO TIME 


TO CLOSE 
IT FIRST. 


| ESPECIALLY 
FOR THE 
DRIVER. 


Ween 


OH SURE, 
SINGLE 
ME OUT! 


OF COURSE, 
THERE 
ARE MANY 
FACTORS OF 


EXPOSURE, 
S50 WE CAN'T 


All exposure levels were less 
than half what they were 
two days ago 


THANKS NOT AT ALL. 
FOR YOUR YOU PUT 
ELP, CHIEF YOURSELF ON 
THE LINE. 


DON’T BE 
SORRY I SILLY, YOU 
COULDN'T WEREA 
HELP OUT GREAT BOON 
TO us! 


' WE COULD 
moro = a ween || eet 
WORK CALLS IN THE HOSTAGE IN BUT THAT... 
TOKYO OFFICE... 


TOO, BUT 


I FEEL BAD, 
BECAUSE I'VE 
STILL GOT 
WIGGLE ROOM 
IN MY EXPO- 


SURE CAP. 


T’LL CALL YOU 
AGAIN NEXT 
YEAR IF I GET 
ANYTHING. 


Lucky saps got 
to go all the 
THE OTHER way to their 
MEMBERS LEFT radiation limit 
IN DECEMBER... 


THIS VERY 
MOMENT. 


: 


MY EXPO- 
SURE TOTAL 
FOR THIS 
MONTH 
OF LABOR 


THAT ACCU- = = 
z : Ee WAS ABOUT 
MULATION OF 9 MSV. 


KNOWLEDGE = ; : TOTALED 
IS A CRUCIAL = is UP WITH 
BUT UNKNOWN : 
MY STINT 
PILLAR OF THE = IN JULY, MY 
DECOMMISSION ; SUM FOR 


WORK. : 3 THE YEAR 
WAS 11 MSV. 


AN TE ROG NGL] 
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AS WE'LL TOUCH ON IN THE SPECIAL EPILOGUE, 
THERE ARE MANY HOT SPRINGS AROUND ICHI-F, 
AND TATSUTA MADE THEM A FREQUENT STOP ON 
HIS WAY BACK FROM A SHIFT. SOME FAVORITES 
THAT DIDN'T MAKE IT INTO THE STORY ARE 
KANIARAI HOT SPRING IN YOTSUKURA, WHICH 
REOPENED IN JULY 2013, SAHAKO-NO-YU 
IN THE YUMOTO NEIGHBORHOOD, AND THE 
NEARBY PUBLIC BATHHOUSE JONOYU. 


CHAPTER 23 


f Laie | 
L wel 
| 


IN YAMAGATA, 
THEY MAKE 
IT WITH BEEF 
AND SOY 
SAUCE, BUT 
HERE WE 
USE PORK 
AND MISO. 


Se 
They always (3° \ SAYTHAT =P 
take offense AGAIN, AND fs IGOTTO 
fea ele <( TAKE PART 
YOU UPSIDE \ 
TH' HEAD! 


} Es. OE hb. Wh Th SUS EL 


REGIONAL 
TOWN 
BUILDING. 

AST | 
4 UNDERSTOOD 
IT, THEY'RE 
USUALLY 
DONE 
= AROUND 
Ny) CAMPFIRES IN 
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SORRY, I'VE 
NEVER HELD 
UP ANYTHING 
HEAVIER THAN 
A NUCLEAR 
REACTOR 
INSPECTION 
ROBOT 
BEFORE... 


TI HAVEN’T 
DONE MOCHI 
POUNDING 
SINCE IT WAS 
AKID. 


THE HEAD |‘ 
VOLUN- 


= 
a—— oat 


antares | 


Zi 


TE TU ER AA] 
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MOCHI, AND 
MUSIC. WE 
GOT A MIX OF 
RESIDENTS 
AT THE 
TEMPORARY 
HOUSING 
DEVELOP- 


ME 6) TTS TT 


IS THAT WHY 
YOU RENTED 
OUT THIS LOCAL 
HALL INSTEAD 
OF HOLDING IT 
AT THE HOUSING 
PROJECT, 

SO THAT WE 
COULD BRING 
IN NEARBY 
RESIDENTS, 


WELL, IT’S 
TRUE THAT 
THIS PLACE IS 
ALOT BIGGER 
THAN THE 
TEMPORARY 
HOUSING 


SEEMS LIKE 
THOSE BEING 
REHOUSED 
HAVE FEW 
CHANCES TO 
MINGLE WITH 
RESIDENTS, 


POINT. I'VE 
HEARD 
ABOUT 

FRICTION 
BETWEEN 
EVACUEES 
AND LOCALS 
IN IWAKI, 
TOO. 


IT’S MADE 
EXTRA 


COMPLICAT- [J 


INVOLVED, 
TOO. 


2012 graffitti on lwaki's town hall reading “Go home, radioactive mutants” 


STILL, IT’S 
NOT JUST THE YES. IT’S 
EVACUEES WHO EASY TO 
ARE VICTIMS OF FORGET 
THE DISASTER, 
IT’S THOSE 
AROUND THEM 
WHO WELCOME 
THEM IN AS 
WELL—JUST 
TO DIFFERENT 
DEGREES. 


> — pS 
See ES 


"LOVERS [ —) _—— Bia “| : 
IN YURA- | aoe 


Me: KUCHO”! i] , 3 | J ; I Wd MENTIONED 2 


TION 70 : ‘ AND WITH 
MUSICIANS, fx A KARA- 
THERE WERE K. OKE EVENT 
VOLUNTEER [ —~\. s \ THROWN IN 
CHIRO- TO BOOT, IT 
PRACTORS WAS A VERY 


OFFERING LIVELY DAY. 
SERVICES. 


THERE'S 
A PHRASE 
THAT I 
ALWAYS 
WONDER IF 
I SHOULD 
SAY OR NOT 
AT THE END. 
AND THAT 


DON'T BE 
FOOLISH! 


THEY AIN'T 
GONNA SORT . 
EVERYTHING een 
OUT THAT - ert toMe 
QUICK-EVEN IF "UY NOG 
WE DO WANNA f VE NNG) we're out oF 
i THE HOUSING 

PROJECT. 


SE A ES AS UE Es aNd 


WHILE THE 
LENGTH- 
ENING OF 
THE TEM- 
PORARY ISS 
HOUSING [rg 
CRISISIS f= 

A SERIOUS 

ISSUE, 
IT ALSO 
CREATES 
PERSONAL 


THE 
PROBLEM 
WITH THIS 
1S THAT IT 
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FACED WITH | 


A NUMBER 
THAT CAN'T 
POSSIBLY 
GO DOWN TO 
ZERO ALL AT 
ONCE, THERE 
ARE PEOPLE 
OUT THERE... 


EVEN IF 
THAT'S 
NOTHING 
MORE THAN 
SELF-SATIS- 
FACTION IN 
THE END. 


SINCE I'M 


.. THERE WERE 
ABOUT 80,000 
PEOPLE IN 
TEMPORARY 
HOUSING IN 
THE THREE 
PREFECTURES 
AFFECTED 
CIWATE, MIYAGI, 
FUKUSHIMA). THE 
TOTAL NUMBER 
OF DISPLACED IS 
ABOUT 220,000. 


SITY 


LLL 


Saeeet 


IWS 


-. WHO DON'T 


| GET ANGRY OR 


SELF-PITYING, 


BUT CONTINUE 


ON WITH 
THEIR LIVES, 
DETERMINED 

TO FIND 
WHATEVER IT 
IS THEY CAN 

DO. 
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THIS IS 
THE CITY 
OF ISHI- 
NOMAKI 
IN NO- 
VEMBER 
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IT MIGHT 

LOOK LIKE 

A SIMPLE 

PLOT OF 

EMPTY ius 
LAND... I a TAIN OF. 


RUBBLE 
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RUBBLE. 


Also from Chapter 8 


THE WORK HAS 
ADVANCED IN 


SOME PLACES, 

AND GONE 

sure 
P A ERS. SOME 

WY HH ~ erote are 

| | Oo” ae yore) DIFFERENT, 
! Cael toe iy an weal SOME THE SAME. 

| : wr th z : 


THE 
DISASTER EE, 
REGION ISN'T 
JUST A BIG 
MONOLITH— 
CONDITIONS 
AND 
PROGRESS 
ARE ens i 
Adi DIFFERENT \ , if 
if] EVERY PLACE So 3 Was tite yh = 
YOU LOOK. Ee : 5 8 gox ENOSHIMA WELFARE HALL, ONA 


Aan! (Demolished in January 2015) Zee cx 7a = 
eg JM aS ee Ss — 


ee ss rhe a s) 
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a See aig! = STU hig ee 
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BETWEEN THE |} 
NEW PROTECTIVE 
TIDE WALLS AND 
THE REGRADING 
OF LAND, THE 
WHOLE PACIFIC 
COASTLINE OF 
THE TOHOKU 
REGION LOOKS 
LIKE ONE GIANT 
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AS A MATTER 
OF FACT, RIGHT 
AROUND 
THIS TIME, 
THERE WAS 
A CASUALTY- 
CAUSING 
ACCIDENT AT 
ICHI-F, AND \ 
WORK STOPPED \\ 
FOR A FEW Days \\ ‘\\ 
WHILE THEY 


SORTED IT OUT. low 
SUMIVESZARS fogs 
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Ee 
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“me 
= 77MIN 


ib YIN 


.-80 THEY CAN 


|] WHEN AN INVESTIGATE 
ACCIDENT THE CAUSE 
OCCURS AND ENSURE 
AT ICHI- CONDITIONS ARE 
F, ALL SAFE ENOUGH 
WORK IS TO PROCEED. 
HALTED... THAT GOES FOR 
EVERYTHING, 
NOT JUST THE 
PRECISE AREA 
WHERE THE 
ACCIDENT 


HAPPENED. 


WORKERS, 

GETTING A 

FEW EXTRA 
DAYS OFF ISN'T 


pu AVL AAA LL 
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I DON'T KNOW DAMN, NOT 
HOW THINGS ANOTHER 
ARE FOR WORK 
SALARIED STOPPAGE. 
EMPLOYEES 
AT MAJOR 
CONTRACTORS, 
BUT FOR 
US SUB- 
CONTRACTORS 
DOWN THE 
LINE, ONE 
FEWER DAY 
WORKING IS 
ONE FEWER 
DAY'S INCOME. 


AND FOR THE | 


WHEN THE 
COMPANY 
ORDERS 
YOU NOT 
TO WORK, 
SOME WILL 
PAY YOU A 
STANDBY 
STIPEND, 
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UNDER SIEGE 3: DARK AREA, PAGE 386 

The original Japanese title here translated to "The Silent Power Plant,” a play on the famous Silent Service 
manga series by Kaiji Kawaguchi, master of Clancy-esque military/political thrillers. The series, started in the 
late 1980s, revolves around a nuclear submarine jointly developed by the US and Japan. When the Japanese 
captain declares the submarine its own independent state, it causes dramatic shifts in Cold War relations 
and results in tense underwater battles and political intrigue. The adapted title is, of course, a reference to 
Seagal's Under Siege movie series, of which Tatsuta is a fan. 


PINE CORRIDOR, PAGE 473 

The Great Pine Corridor was a part of the old Edo Castle. It was a 50-meter-long open hallway along a 
courtyard, named for the wall screens depicting pine trees along its length. Its fame comes from its part 
in the incident of the "47 Ronin," which has been dramatized in books, IV, and movies. Lord Asano Naganori 
was forced to commit seppuku for the crime of attacking a court official who insulted him. The attack took 
place in the Pine Corridor. The 47 samurai who followed Asano planned and executed a revenge killing of the 
official to restore their late master's honor, after which the shogun allowed them to commit seppuku and 
maintain their honor, rather than being executed as criminals. While the tale may be somewhat fictionalized, 
its grisly nature and deep themes of loyalty and honor make it a popular one to this day. 
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SDF, PAGE 478 

Article 9 of the Constitution of Japan outlaws war as a means of settling international disputes, effectively 

ruling out the possibility of a military. Instead, the armed forces of Japan are called “Self-Defense Forces" (SDF), 

or jiei-tai in Japanese, a small peacekeeping force that essentially functions under the United Nations. The SDF is 

technically classified as an extension of the national police and, in accordance with Article 9, is held to a level 

below that of “war potential." This article has been the subject of much national debate over the decades since its 
“establishment in 
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MOCHI, PAGE 529 
A kind of sticky rice cake. Traditionally, the rice is ceremonially pounded flat in a rounded wooden bowl with 
a heavy wooden hammer called a kine. One person pounds the mochi and another flips it over in a precise 
fashion; the rhythm is very important to avoid injury. Mochi can uw sei as-is or flavored in various ways, 
It's a traditional treat 
in the “New Year's) 2 ijeuer 

period, and, due to the | PONE MOCK 
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KAZUTO TATSUTA 


The author drew this original illustration for the American edition of Ichi-F 


Q&A WITH KAZUTO TATSUTA, AUTHOR OF ICHI-F 


This exclusive interview appears only in the U.S. edition of Ichi-F, and was conducted on December 
7, 2016, between staff at Kodansha Comics, Kazuto Tatsuta, and Mr. Tatsuta’s editor. 


KODANSHA COMICS: Let's start with something light. You've said that you do visit Fukushima from 
time to time. Is there anything you really miss about it? Food, places, etc.? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: That's a good question. Things | miss... | really miss the workplace. It's been over a 
year since | had a work assignment there. I'd love to see what it looks like at this moment. 


KODANSHA COMICS: What about aside from work? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, any place aside from the power plant, | can just visit anytime | want. But 
you can't actually go inside Ichi-F, which only makes the pull stronger. Also, since | was last there, 
they've built a much more comprehensive shelter area with a cafeteria, and a convenience store, 
and everything. | want to check it out and see how the food at the cafeteria is. 


KODANSHA COMICS: I'm sure you've gotten many questions about the role of nuclear power and 
nuclear power plants before. There's worldwide concern about the impact of nuclear power. In 
previous interviews, you've claimed that your experiences are not meant to be commentary on the 
decommissioning effort. Is that still your stance on the matter? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: That's right. As the author of Ichi-F, I'm not trying to argue for or against nuclear 
power plants, or question their role in society. That's not the point of the comic. 


KODANSHA COMICS: This will be your first published work in English. Is there anything you want the 
English-speaking readers of Ichi-F to know or understand about your experiences there? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Mainly, just that Fukushima Daiichi isn’t really some terrifying place full of 
negligent, unsafe conditions where people are practically forced into slave labor, as some might 
have you believe. The folks working there are all just ordinary old guys, most of whom are locals 
from Fukushima, and the rest coming from all over the country to help. That's what | want you 
to know. 


KODANSHA COMICS: Are there foreign workers, too? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Not that I've seen. Or should | say, I've never seen a worker who was clearly 
foreign in origin. I've seen news reports about Brazilian workers, but if they're there, it's a very 
small number. 


KODANSHA COMICS: This report on your experiences will seem at times very distant, and yet also 
quite familiar to readers abroad. What can foreign readers do, if anything, to offer support or help 
with the decommissioning effort? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, we're certainly busy enough handling the power plant on our own, so | don't 
think there's any point to attempting to come help the decommissioning process. What would make 
me happiest is for people not to view Fukushima through tinted glasses. Don't be afraid of food 
from Japan. Don't be afraid to come and visit Japan. | think that's enough for us. 


KODANSHA COMICS: So, don't be shy about traveling to Japan to see the country? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Fukushima is a wonderful place. It seems like many tourists in Japan will travel 
away from Tokyo to the southwest, to Kyushu, but far fewer of them go up north to the Tohoku 
region. Fukushima isn't the only tsunami-affected area that's struggling up there due to lower 
tourism—surrounding regions like Miyagi and Iwate are, too. It would make me really happy for 
you to visit them. Not to gawk at the damage or treat them with tender sympathy, but just to go 
and treat them like normal. That would be more than enough. 


KODANSHA COMICS: This year (2017) marks six years since the initial incident. How do you think the 
public's perception of Ichi-F has changed? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: | feel like it largely hasn't changed. It seems like it’s still misunderstood and feared 
by much of the public. But a lot of the initial panic about it being the "end of Japan as we know it" 
has disappeared as time has passed, so | hope that the fears continue to ease. 


KODANSHA COMICS: What about you? How has your personal perception changed? 
KAZUTO TATSUTA: It certainly has changed since the first time | went there. | was quite apprehensive 


about going in there, and while it's certainly not all just a walk in the park, when it comes to doing 
the actual work, | found that it was controlled in a way that removed nearly all of that concern. 


In many ways, it’s just like any ordinary work site with ordinary people there. Since then, my view 
hasn't changed much. Mostly, | just feel frustration that this hasn't been expressed to the rest of 
society very well. Whenever something happens at Ichi-F, even now, it gets treated as this massive 
emergency that leads to crazy rumors and stories. That's always been frustrating to me. And there 
was that aftershock recently. 


KODANSHA COMICS: We were going to ask you about that. There was another fairly large earthquake 
in Fukushima quite recently (November 2016), with tsunami waves of around a meter high. Could 
you talk a little about your feelings on that? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, | was in the Tokyo area when it happened, and we got a fair amount of 
shaking, somewhere around magnitude 5. It took a while from the first jolt for the real shaking to 
start, so | realized it was pretty far off, and wondered if it was up north again. Once | was able to 
see the news reports, and they mentioned the height of the tsunami, | knew it would be all right. 
As a matter of fact, | actually visited Fukushima later that day—it was already in my plans. | left at 
midday and got there in the evening, and it was totally business as usual in Fukushima. Meanwhile, 
the cooling system at the spent fuel pool at Fukushima Daini stopped temporarily, and it turned 
into a big media panic. But as you'll know if you read Ichi-F, the cooling system gets turned off all 
the time during work, so an hour of inactivity is nothing. TEPCO announced that, and the media 
explained it as well before the day was done, but of course, some people are still going to call it the 
end of Japan. | get a little discouraged because every time something happens, there are always 
some people who don't get the message. 


MR. TATSUTA’S EDITOR: You put out some very calm and rational commentary on Twitter, and it got 
a bunch of retweets. 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Over ten thousand retweets, in fact. | also gained about a thousand followers. 
Basically, | was just saying that they turn off the cooling system to the pool in order to do work on 
it fairly often, and that people shouldn't exaggerate the issue and cause undue panic. 


EDITOR: So the fact that your tweets were getting spread around is a good sign that some people 
are getting the message. 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: It was good to see it spread, but it also made me realize that a lot of people are 
still worried about that kind of stuff. 


KODANSHA COMICS: How do you think this aftershock might affect the recovery and decommissioning 
process? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Fundamentally, it won't have any effect. If anything, | think it's shown that a 
magnitude 7 or so won't have any effect on Ichi-F. They had a one-meter tsunami, and that didn't 
do any damage. 


KODANSHA COMICS: There were quite a few aftershocks when you were working there in 2012. Was 
the operation able to continue without too much trouble back then? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, they've done a lot of analysis on what level of earthquake is safe to keep 
working through, so the crews themselves aren't worried about it. Of course, there's the possibility 
of something unexpected happening, but that's true of anything, anywhere. | doubt a magnitude 
7 would cause any problems. If there was another 8 or 9, and it caused another big tsunami—well, 
the plant isn't operational anymore. So it's almost impossible to have some kind of doomsday 
explosion or vast spread of contamination at this point. 


KODANSHA COMICS: What is your next plan as a manga artist, or any other profession? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, | plan to make a living as a musician now (laughs). I'm joking, of course. I've 
told a number of subcontractors in Fukushima that I'm available for work, so I'm always ready to 
do another stint if it comes around, but it's an infrequent thing, and | haven't heard from them. As 
far as Ichi-F goes, | can't really continue onward unless | have another work experience to depict. 
There are a few little stories and angles that I'd still like to show off to the readers. I'm trying to 
come up with manga drafts for them, but I'm sad to say that the progress is very slow (laughs). 
EDITOR: Let's just say that we're hoping to have some new material this year. 

KODANSHA COMICS: You mentioned music. Is there any other area you're interested in? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: For now, | think it's just the music. 

KODANSHA COMICS: What about drawing something related to music? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Good point. Shoot, | should have brought one of my CDs! 


KODANSHA COMICS: You played live music over in Fukushima, correct? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Yes, and | write some songs themed on what | saw there. In fact, | even have some 
that | wrote while | was there in 2012. | can't believe | didn't bring them! 


KODANSHA COMICS: You did include some scenes of yourself playing music in /chi-F, so | suppose the 
people who have read it are familiar with that side of you. 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: After the most recent earthquake, | did go and play another show for a senior 
home. And | do them around Tokyo, too. In fact, I'm performing in Kawasaki this Saturday. I've got 
Kawasaki this week, Hachioji next week, then Sagamihara and Soshigaya-Okura the week after that. 
It's a little national tour. Or a Kanto region tour, | suppose...Maybe | should try an American tour, 
too (laughs). 


KODANSHA COMICS: Is there any last message you'd like to send to the readers in America? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Wow, a serious question after we just got a little silly (laughs). Well, I'm sure the 
Americans have a lot on their hands right now. We're watching what's unfolding there from Japan, 
too. As far as Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant is concerned, based on the opinions of those 
working there, the plant itself is very stable now, and the chances of a sudden dangerous turn are 
practically nil. So continue to pay attention, if you can, but don't worry too much. And most of all, 
try to think of Fukushima like you would of any other city or area—don't treat it like a disaster 
area or subject of pity, and that would make everyone happiest. 


KODANSHA COMICS: Thank you. 


Here is a list of the names as they are written on the uniforms for 
those interested. Most are surnames, but deviations from this naming 
convention are listed as they appear. 


=BH/49Y4% - Tatsuta 
A - Ono 
ANF - Kido 
ar# - Akai 
Hitt - Tashiro 
AEF- Taiyo (COMPANY NAME) 
FAIR - Nakatsuka 
FRY - Kato 
UY - Kiriyama 
274 - Kurata 
4740 - Takenaka 
t£77T - Satake 
=3R - Misawa 
jE - Kondo 
YH - Soga 
JIVAAY - Furuhashi 
& - Izumi 
FR - lbuki 
FE - Kishida 
_E 8? - Ueno 
7 V+ - Amagi 
/L 3 - Nomura 
 - Minami 
FLU - Akiyama 
FE - Yasumi 
TRY - Sato 
38H - Shioda 
=% - Tamana 
Baz - Sekimoto 
3LH - Eda 
dt - Kitame 
)\|Bill - Kawamae 
FAY - Nakajima 
ANI] - Ogawa 
YJLY//*% - Tsurushiba 


rh - Satonaka (COMPANY NAME) 


A/ - Ono 
HAG - Akashi 
BH - Miyata 
Ji - Kubo 
#AARL¥# - Matsuki Industries 
YJLAA - Tsuruoka 
LU - Sanyo (COMPANY NAME) 
+H - Okita 
A - Kanaya 
9AI\Y - Takahashi 
Vv - Matsuda 
AZ - Honda 
F##H - Iguchi 
FB] - Nagamachi 
Ai - Obata 
IZ5R - Ritsuei (COMPANY NAME) 
IXEkK - Umemoto 
AX - Takagi 
#48 - Nagahashi 
let - Amako 
=U - Misaki 
Vi - Yashiki 
YWJL= - Tsurumi 
AIR - Ohara 
44 - Take 
#8 - Ueda 
453A - Ushigome 
FAR - Nakago 
SAIN - Takahagi 
iX5c - Sakamoto 
f¥JR - Isohara 
BUSA - Maedomari 
FB - Tamachi Industrial 
(COMPANY NAME) 
AAYWY - Oshima 
YI - Shiraiwa 
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